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'Coffee Day debt to drop 
to n f 000crore' 

BENGALURU 

The debt position of the 
Coffee Day Group post 
repayment of debt out of 
proceeds from the sale of 
Global Village to private 
equity major Blackstone is 
expected to come down to 
?1,000 crore in the next 45 
days, Coffee Day Enterprises 
said in a regulatory filing. 

BUSINESS ►PAGE 11 


Bescom to partner 
with IISc., IIMB 

BENGALURU 

Bescom is set to tie up with 
the Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc.) and Indian Institute of 
Management, Bangalore 
(IIMB) to enable knowledge 
sharing and capacity building. 
Its Technical Innovation 
Centre is in the process of 
formalising tie-ups with the 
institutions, officials said. 

BENGALURU ► PAGE 3 


Fouaad Mirza nominated 
for Arjuna Award 

BENGALURU 

Equestrian rider Fouaad Mirza 
has been recommended for 
the Arjuna Award. The 27- 
year-old from Bengaluru 
enjoyed a great run at the 
Asian Games last year, 
winning one silver medal in 
individual eventing and 
another silver with the Indian 
team in the team event. "I'm 
delighted to know that I've 
been recommended for the 
Arjuna Award. It's truly an 
honour and a privilege. It still 
hasn't sunk in yet. But, I've 
got goosebumps and I’m 
thrilled to have been 
acknowledged," he said. 
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India, Bhutan ink 10 MoUs, 
vow to strengthen ties 



Strong bonds: PM Narendra Modi and his Bhutanese 
counterpart Lotay Tshering in Thimphu on Saturday. ■ pti 


Restrictions relaxed in a third 
of Kashmir Valley: police chief 

People are cooperating with forces, only few indulging in violence: Dilbagh Singh 



On road to normalcy: Vehicles plying on a road in Srinagar 
on Saturday. ■ nissar ahmad 


PM Modi holds 
talks with 
Premier Tshering 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

THIMPHU 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Bhutanese 
counterpart Lotay Tshering 
held wide-ranging talks on 
Saturday and discussed 
steps to further expand the 
bilateral partnership across 
several sectors. 

The two countries also 
signed 10 MoUs to infuse 
new energy in their ties. 

“We had a comprehensive 
meeting, where we deliber¬ 
ated on the relations bet¬ 
ween India and Bhutan. 
There is great scope to furth¬ 
er improve economic and 


cultural ties between our na¬ 
tions,” Mr. Modi said. 

Earlier, Mr. Modi, who is 
here on his second visit to 
Bhutan, inaugurated the 
Mangdechhu hydroelectric 
power plant and also 
launched stamps to com¬ 
memorate five decades of In- 


dia-Bhutan hydropower 
cooperation. 

The two countries signed 
MoUs in the fields of space 
research, aviation, IT, power 
and education. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 8 
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VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Jammu and Kashmir Direc¬ 
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Dilbagh Singh said on Satur¬ 
day that restrictions were re¬ 
laxed in one-third of the 
Kashmir Valley, and people 
were cooperating with the 
authorities. 

He told The Hindu that if 
one or two mischievous ele¬ 
ments were throwing stones 
and engaging with the secur¬ 
ity forces, it was not a “big 
issue”. 

Imposition of Section 144 
of the Cr.PC. is still in place, 
though it was relaxed from 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the jurisdic¬ 
tion of 35 police stations in 


the Valley, Mr. Singh said. 

The Valley has been under 
lockdown since August 5 af¬ 
ter Home Minister Amit 
Shah moved two Bills in the 
Rajya Sabha to annul Article 


370 in the State and bifurcate 
the State into two Union 
Territories. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGES 
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Soldier killed 
in Pale, firing 

An Indian soldier was killed 
during a ceasefire violation 
by Pakistan along the Line 
of Control in the Nowshera 
sector of Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday 
morning, the Army said. 
Lance Naik Sandeep Thapa, 
35, from Rajawala village in 
Sahaspur, Uttarakhand’s 
Dehradun, sustained fatal 
injuries in the firing by 
Pakistan’s troops. “The 
Indian Army is retaliating 
befittingly,” an Army 
spokesperson said. ► page 8 


A new year 



Parsis in India celebrated New Year or Navroz on Saturday. Members of the community visited the Kappawala Agiary, or 
the fire temple, in Mumbai. In Iran, Zoroastrians celebrated the New Year on the Spring Equinox, March 21. -emmanualyogini 


Trump asks Imran Khan to 
resolve Kashmir issue bilaterally 

Phone call made before UNSC held closed consultations 



O India and 
Pakistan 
should reduce 
tensions through 
bilateral dialogue 
on the situation 
in Jammu and 
Kashmir 

DONALD TRUMP, 

U.S. President 


0 1 welcome 
the UNSC 
meeting... It is for 
the first time in 50 
yrs that the world s 
highest diplomatic 
forum has taken 
up this issue 



SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump asked Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to re¬ 
solve the Kashmir issue with 
India bilaterally during a 
phone call on Friday. 

The call took place before 
the UN Security Council 
held closed consultations on 
the fallout of India’s abroga¬ 
tion of Article 370 (special 
status for Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir), a PTI report said. 

“Today, President Donald 
J. Trump spoke with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan of Pa¬ 
kistan to discuss regional de¬ 
velopments and to follow up 
on the Prime Minister’s suc¬ 
cessful visit to Washington, 
D.C., last month. The Presi¬ 


dent conveyed the impor¬ 
tance of India and Pakistan 
reducing tensions through 
bilateral dialogue regarding 
the situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir,” read a statement 
from Deputy Press Secretary 
Hogan Gidley. 

Last month, Mr. Trump 


started a diplomatic kerfuf¬ 
fle when he told reporters in 
the presence of Mr. Khan 
that Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi had asked him to 
mediate in the Kashmir dis¬ 
pute. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGES 


SIT chargesheets Amol Kale, five others 

All of them were members of an unnamed right-wing outfit 


KALBURGI CASE 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Four years after scholar 
M.M. Kalburgi was assassi¬ 
nated at his house in Dhar- 
wad, the Special Investiga¬ 
tion Team (SIT), on Saturday, 
filed a chargesheet in the 
case against six persons, all 
of whom are accused in the 
murder of journalist-activist 
Gauri Lankesh as well. 

The six, including alleged 
kingpin Amol Kale, were 
members of the unnamed 
right-wing organisation that 
targeted rationalists. 

The other accused in the 
case are gunman Ganesh 


Mislcin, 27, Praveen Prakash 
Chatur, 26, Vasudev Bhag- 
wan Suryavamshi, 29, Sha- 
rad Kalaskar, 25, and Amit 
Ramachandra Baddi, 27. The 
SIT filed the chargesheet on 
Saturday in the special court 
in Dharwad. The modus op- 
erandi and the way the oper¬ 
ation was carried out - from 
recces of Kalburgi’s house to 
arms training - was similar 
to planning and killing of 
Gauri Lankesh. 

In the Kalburgi case too, 
the men followed the in¬ 


structions of Kale, who has 
been named the prime ac¬ 
cused. “The accused were in 
constant touch with one 
another and took active 
measures to hide their iden¬ 
tities,” said the SIT in a three- 
page press release. 

According to the police, 
they followed the guidelines 
and principles of ‘Khastra 
Dharma Sadhana’, a book 
published by the Goa-based 
right-wing Hindutva organi¬ 
sation, Sanatan Sanstha. 
Members of the unnamed 
organisation called their tar¬ 
gets as ‘durjans’, or Hindus 
who are anti-Hindu. 


They had identified Kal¬ 
burgi as a ‘durjan’ based on a 
speech where he referenced 
a passage from a book, 
which they felt went against 
their doctrine. Kalburgi was 
killed in Dharwad allegedly 
by Ganesh Miskin on August 
30,2015. 

The SIT filed the char¬ 
gesheet against all the six ac¬ 
cused under Sections 120 (b) 
(criminal conspiracy), 302 
(murder), 449 (house tres¬ 
pass), 201 (causing evidence 
to disappear) of the IPC and 
also under various sections 
of the Indian Arms Act. 

RELATED REPORT ► PAGE 5 


Jaitley put on 
life support, 
says AIIMS 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Union Finance Mi¬ 
nister Arun Jaitley, who has 
been admitted to the All In¬ 
dia Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) in the na¬ 
tional capital since August 
9, has been put on life sup¬ 
port, AIIMS officials con¬ 
firmed on Saturday. 

President Ram Nath Ko- 
vind and Union Home Mi¬ 
nister Amit Shah visited 
Mr. Jaitley on Friday as did 
Union Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGES 


Oh boy, what an extraordinary feat it was! 


Mathematics teacher braves the 
elements, and is now a proud mother 



Divya Shivakumar (inset) being shifted to safety on August 10. 


RAVIP RASAD KAMILA 

MANGALURU 

It was in an act of bravery 
that a nine-month pregnant 
mathematics teacher in 
Belthangady taluk was 
rescued from a village cut 
off by the raging waters of 
Mrutyunjaya river in the 
Charmadi gram panchayat 
limits. Helped by the 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), Divya 
Shivakumar crossed the 
gushing waters with the help 
of a rope. Now, in a happy 
ending, she has given birth 
to a healthy baby, and the 
parents want to name him 
“Virat” - which brings to 


mind both the human acts 
of bravery and the 
magnitude of the nature’s 
fury, which the mother and 
child survived. The family of 
Ms. Divya was planning to 
shift her to the mainland, 
which has a hospital, from 
Puthila village when, all of a 
sudden, heavy rains and 
flash floods struck. A 
portion of the approach 
road to the bridge at Parlani 
(close to Puthila) in 
Belthangady taluk of 
Dakshina Kannada was 
washed away in the floods 
that devastated the villages 
on August 9. 

Several villages at the 


foothills of the Western 
Ghats were cut off. 

They were hemmed in 
between the raging waters 
of the Mrutyunjaya on the 
one side and the dense 
forests of the Western Ghats 
on the other. In fact, rains 
and river water had brought 
down big trees and boulders 


from the Western Ghats on 
to the roads, wrecking them. 

Relief came the next day 
in the form of NDRF 
personnel and others, who 
established a link from one 
side of the river to the other 
by tying a makeshift rope. 
Ms. Divya, who taught at St. 
Thomas High School, 


Neriya, till a year ago, was 
finally shifted from Puthila 
to the mainland with only 
the seat belt tied to the rope. 

Her husband, 

Shivakumar, a lecturer at 
Anugraha Pre-University 
College, Ujire, told The 
Hindu that Ms. Divya was 
delivered of a boy at K.S. 
Hegde Hospital, Deralakatte, 
near Mangaluru, on August 
14. The couple have two 
daughters - Vamshi, 9, and 
Vruddhi, 4. “The NDRF and 
local people were really a 
godsend,” Mr. Shivakumar 
said. The lecturer said that 
the family’s arecanut 
plantation, near the river, is 
now filled with at least four 
ft. sludge. The same is the 
case with several arecanut 
growers in villages in the 
panchayat. 


The ears and eyes of rail safety 


It takes specially trained staff to detect a ‘flat tyre’ in a train 



Special sense: Two gangmen checking the tracks on a railway bridge, -special arrangement 
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RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

When Hitendra Baishya and 
Vikram Mishra stand across 
each other on the two plat¬ 
forms of the Changsari rail¬ 
way station, about 25 km 
north of Guwahati, their ears 
begin filtering out ambient 
sounds to concentrate on an 
approaching train. 

As their eyes follow the 
train zooming past at 60-100 
kmph, their ears “look out” 
for a hammering sound that 
appears indiscernible from 
the clickety-clack of steel 
wheels on iron track and the 
screech of the locomotive 
horn. “No flat tyre,” Mr. 
Baishya, the station master, 
says after the blinking red 
tail lamps of the train fade in¬ 
to the horizon. Mr. Mishra, 
the pointsman, has a similar 
‘aural report’. Their informal 
visual reports are in agree¬ 
ment too; the Delhi-bound 
North East Express had no 
hanging parts. 

“The wheels of a running 


train make a rhythmic sound 
that may be off-tune if any 
wheel has a flat tyre. One 
needs to have highly deve¬ 
loped senses to detect this 
amid the sounds that a train 
makes,” says principal chief 
safety officer of Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) M.K. 
Agarwal. 

The sense is developed 
through practical training 
for 20-30 days. A passenger 
coach has eight wheels and a 
locomotive 12. One or more 
of the wheels may develop 
flatness due to friction. The 
Railways allows up to 50 mm 
of flatness. 

“If the flatness is within 50 
mm, the wheel gets back the 
circular shape because of 
friction. If the flatness is 
more, the wheel makes a 
hammering sound. A train is 
then stopped, its bogie or lo¬ 
comotive detached for re¬ 
placing the defective wheel,” 
says Mr. Agarwal. 

Mr. Baishya and Mr. Mis¬ 
hra, along with other staff. 


scan an average of 40 pairs 
of passengers and mail ex¬ 
press trains that pass 
through Changsari every 
day. 

The drill to detect unusual 
sounds towards preventing 
accidents is the same at oth¬ 
er stations and level cross¬ 
ings along the route. 

Some railwaymen have 
learnt to sniff ‘potential dis¬ 
aster’ too. S. Ray and Mo¬ 
hammed G. Ali, gatemen at a 
level crossing on the western 
edge of Guwahati, have deve¬ 
loped their olfactory senses 
to smell elephants from afar. 
The level crossing is on a 
track that runs between the 
Rani Reserve Forest and Dee- 
por Beel, a major wetland 
designated as a Ramsar Site. 

“There are certain sounds 
elephants make while mak¬ 
ing their way through the ve¬ 
getation to come to the wet¬ 
land. We have also learnt to 
smell them from a distance 
for sounding an alert,” says 
Mr. Ray. 
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<prakash 

Silks $ Sarees 

No. 87, Gandhi Road, Kanchipuram. Ph: 044 - 27222626, 27223461 

Shop online @ www.prakashsilks.com 


EXCLUSIVE 
WEDDING 
SILK SAREES 


BRIDEGROOMS WANTED 


PQM FOR CA/ Uk qlfd Balija Naidu 
wheatish unmarried girl ht 163 cms 
wrkg with reputed MNC in Blre seek¬ 
ing soulmate qlfd Doctors/ Engr/ 
CA based in Blre with liberal val¬ 
ues and modern outlook age 42/46. 
Ct: 9902011748/hebhara@gmail.com 


DOCTOR 


HINDU 31/ 160 cm wheatish MRCP 
(UK) seeks Doctor groom in UK/ 
Chennai.Ct 9483098037. 


SC ARUNTHATHIAR Thiruvathirai 
27yrs MBBS, Pursuing M.S. Seeks 
Suitable Doctor Groom age 28-31 yrs. 
Ct:9944558192/ 7825045854 


■nnmgiHjEamsEJ 

Fair, Beautiful, Cultured 
Doctor Girl, MD 2 nd year, 
Chennai, 30/165, 

Father Kerala Nair - Doctor, 
Mother Tamil CSI. 
Grooms with 
MD / MS / DM / M.Ch. 
Keralites & Tamils preferred. 


9840050381/9840985383 
IAS /ALLIED SERVICES 


I.R.S OFFICER 30/163 Hindu Mudaliar 
Asst. Commr (Customs & CE) Chennai 
ILpm seeks similar Employed Groom. 
CN B.9840136141 /dskflats @ gmail.com 

I.R.A.S HINDU SC/AD 30/165 Pooram 
Simam, S.RIy,Chennai seeks suitable 
Groom. Caste No bar. Ct: 9444656046 


CSI CHRISTIAN AD 27.04.1987, 165 
cm, B.Tech working in IT private firm 
Rs.25000 PM seeks educated employ¬ 
ed groom. 9176500777/9003066999 

RC F-AD, M-Manglorian MDS 30/165 
AsstProfessor CollegChen seek PGDr/ 
Engr/Civil Service Groom.9444157888 

CHRISTIAN A.G. Adi Dravida girl 27/ 
165 B.E, M.Tech doing Ph.D fair slim 
working in MNC at Bangalore seeks 
suitable groom from AG/CSI ct: 
9940766280. 


CSI NADAR Christain Girl 30 Fair 
158cm BE, CTS Chennai God Fearing 
Seeks Nadar CSI Bridegroom BE, ME, 
MCA, MBA Working in Chennai With 
Clean Habits-9443811493 


NADAR CHRISTIAN 30/156 Fair slim 
M.Sc. MBA, Nursing Tutor AIIMS 
Rs.85000/- pm, seeks suitable, well 
employed, god fearing, same commu¬ 
nity groom with clean habits preferably 
K.K. DIST/ T.Veli. 9486386355/ 
9486151161. 


US BASED Christian Girl MS, MBA 
171, 1985 born, IT Professional 
from well known Chennai based af¬ 
fluent family Seeks US /Canada /Eu¬ 
rope based well settled grooms, 
mail id: seekingfaith85@gmail.com 

HINDU NADAR M.Phil., 30/165 Fair, 
Anusham, Chennai, divorcee(short 
lived) Ass. Prof, in College, 
seeks well educated groom from 
good family. 9972925602/gvino223@ 
gmail.com. 


TAMIL 


Hindu Sc Ad 28, Ph.D Physics, Asst. 
Prof, Seeks Suitable Groom with Ph.D 
or Mbbs, Ph: 9600855627 


HINDU SAIVA Pillai 26/165 Swathi 
BE IT Prof seeks groom from Than- 
javur saiva pillai working and set¬ 
tled in Chennai. 9443529959/ 
9443862193 


SC MAGAM 25/150, BE (ECE),Cud- 
dalore, Govt. Job in Chennai 25000/- 
pm, Seeks qualified groom. 
Cont:9442143814 / 9442343766 


HINDU ARUNDHATHIYAR (SC) 24 
BSc (Computer Science), Star Moo- 
lam, Rasi Dhanushu, seeks suitable 
groom. Ct: 9994284675/9944374996. 

SEEK GOOD matching professional 
for RC 31 MS good looking engineer 
Singapore employed with USA post¬ 
ing Ct9080169622 

PILLAI 23 MBBS Chennai seeks PG 
Doctor in Pillai / Mudaliar Chen¬ 
nai Geetham 9884858014 


VANNIYA KULA KSHATRIYAR see¬ 
king alliance for a slim and fair girl 
27 yrs/150cm, B.Tech (Civil), Thiru- 
vonam/Maharam. 

Contact: 9566900736,9442269337 

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS DCH 
Govt Doctor, working in Govt Hospi¬ 
tal seeks suitable groom. 94436 
80973. 


THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliar Girl 32 
Uthiratathy / Wheatish, M.Sc, Ph.D 
Scientist Earn Monthly abovel Lakh, 
seeks Never Married Employed Groom 
Mudaliar/Pillai 34-36yrs Scientist/Asst. 
Prof./Engr. Contact after Evening 6pm. 
Cont: 9940840760 


TAMIL 


MUDALIAR (CNB): 29, Master Degree 
(UK), Elite Family, Seeks Groom 
Well placed, India / Abroad / Pro¬ 
fessional / Business - 8220989920 


SC HINDU 26/167cm M. SC., Comp. 
Working, slim/fair, Thulam, Vis- 
agam seeks professional/graduate 
bridegroom (age 27 to 31) CT 
9840478381 


GAVARA/ANUSHAM 29 ME DyEngr 
Airlndia 7LPA seeks well setld 
grooms in Delhi 8075919180/smkmdas@ 
gmail.com 


DIVORCEE: ARCHANA 29, Vanniyar, 
B.TECH (IT), 8 yrs girl baby, 
seeks suitable bridegroom. Ct: 
9159846494. 


INTERCASTE HINDU 25/162 
M.Pharm Grad from Affluent Industria¬ 
list Family in Cbe seeks suitable 
Groom preferably Working Abroad 
Caste no bar. PH: 98424-53500. 


MUDALIAR EDUCATED parents seek 
groom for their daughter Uthiratad- 
hi 29/155 BE & journalism job@ 
Chennai. CT: 9841281331. 

thanga1960@gmail.com 


SC-AD 32/157 Bharani, Mesham BE 
Sr.SWE, TCS Rs.85000pm seek same 
caste g room.9952147216/8838034943 


HINDU NADAR, 25, BE,MBA,Good Look¬ 
ing, Well Settled Family Seeks 
Suitable Groom, CNB, Contact: 
7200829304 


32 /158CM Divorcee Veg Hindu Ra¬ 
jput Hastam MBA Self Emp No Issues 
Seeks Well Emp Groom CNB 
Ct:8939449193 


KANNADA 


HINDU LINGAYATH 1981 MSc, 
working at Hyd, never married. Seeks 
proposals from well settled Hindu Veg 
families Ct: 9886049096/ 
lakkanapriyal 7 @ gmail.com 


MALAYALAM 


■Jjj CHRISTIAN CSI Nadar girl, 28/161, 
MBBS MS ENT SR in a Medical Colle¬ 
ge near Chennai, Engineer family, 
seeks suitable God fearing boys. Con¬ 
tact: jacobgnanadhas.s@gmail.com, 
8301090510 


MALAYALEE/RC 24 yrs 155Cm 
Wheatish, MBA seeks suitable Groom 
from a well settled Family. Cont: 
9840083008 


SM KERALITES settled in Chennai in¬ 
vite alliance for their practicing 
Muslim daughter, 28, 53, MBBS, DCH 
(UK) working in reputed hospital, 
from well-educated Keralite grooms 
settled in Chennai, other metro 
cities or the Middle East. Con¬ 
tact: mas_yas@hotmail.com / 

9940638848 


FAIR NAIR Girl, M.Tech, 37/ 162, 
holding Sr.Position, MNC, BLR, In¬ 
nocent divorcee, 09901755442 

EZHAVA/ THIYYA 28, B.E. Thiruvon- 
am, 144cms., bank employee, Chen¬ 
nai based seeks groom. Ct. 
9003010680 



KUBERAN 


# 226, Chick 
Bangalore - 560 053 
Ph : 4124 1 799 


SILK • SAREES • DRESS MATERIAL • MEN'S WEAR • KID'S 


shop online : www.kuberansilks.com 


DOCTOR (ORTHO) Nambiar 33/150, 
Star Aswathy working in a leading hos¬ 
pital in North Malabar (1,3L pm), seeks 
well settled professional groom (Dr/ 
Engr/C.A/MBA) from a Hindu, Keralite, 
Same community. Cont: 8144140365 

ALLIANCE INVITED for Middle Class 
ChennaiSettled Nair Girl, Pooyam 
33 Years, 160 cm, Asst. Prof, 
Shortly and legally divorced & no 
Issues. Please Contact 
9840121318. Email: massask1985@ 
gmail.com 

NAIR GIRL 26/154 Revathi, BE, em¬ 
ployed, Chennai settled seeks Chen¬ 
nai settled Nair family. 9500012855 

PALGHAT EZUVA Settled in Chennai 
Ayilyam 23 BTech working Trivandrum 
seeks Educated, Well Settled Groom. 
Contact: 044- 24918698 / 9444620424 


HYD Based Nair Gril, 1982 Dec, Veg. 
Software Eng. Nair/ Brahmin/Veg simi¬ 
lar working Groom. Ph: 9553389111, 
Email: kanakakumar21 @gmail.com 


MARATHI 


MADHWA DESISTHA, Vishwamitra, Anu- 
radha Ht: 152 Cms, 1990, MS (NUS- 
Singapore), Job in Germany, Blue 
Card Holder, Ct: 9177764028 


MARWARI 


Goel, Oct 73 brn, 5T, highly educa¬ 
ted, nvr mrd girl from NCR. No calls. 
Only WhatsApp:- 8588039976 Mrg 
bureau plz excuse. 


PUNJABI 


Match for BA English, B.Ed, M.Ed, 
School teacher, Sober, Wheatish, 
Sharp features, 27 years, 160 cm Maz- 
habi Sikh girl. Father Senior Central 
Government Officer (Higher Adminis¬ 
trative Grade), settled in Gurgaon, Ha¬ 
ryana. Email: ssnahar77@gmail.com 


TAMIL 


CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair, 
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born / 
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as 
Assistant Professor in a Reputed 
Women’s College, Mount Road, Chen¬ 
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private) 
, Suitable Alliance, Employed / 
Settled in Chennai / With Clean 
Habits from Same Community. Con¬ 
tact: 9841182514 


GOOD LOOKING, Dy.Manager, SBI Chen¬ 
nai, Mylapore. Tamil, BE/ 28yrs, 
Roman Catholic Seeks Govt/ Bank/ 
IT Groom Ct: 94439 52465, 87789 
97608 

CSI CHRISTIAN AD 34/160 working 
as Military Nursing Officer, Divorcee, li¬ 
ved only 2 weeks, seeks educated well 
employed grooms. Contact 
9667667264, 9176500777 


TAMIL 


CSI CHRISTIAN Tall & Fair 33yrs 
MBA (UK) Well Educated & Affluent 
Family@ Bangalore.Ct: 9845134644 

CSI CHRISTIAN 32/158 M.Sc IT Work- 
ing HCL Chennai Seeks Suitable 
Wellplaced Groom. 9884016726/ 
9003269127. 


R.C VELLALAR Wanted Bridegroom 27/ 
163/BE. MBA. MNC Chennai. Very 
Fair Slim Pretty Girl. Call: 
6379397599 


CHRISTIAN CSI Nadar Nellai, Age: 
37, 175 cm, Divorced V.Fair, Sin¬ 
gle, AsstProfessor. Contact: 
9840071907 


MD(PEADIAC) Govt, RC Christian 
Fernando, 30/157cm, Fair, Divorcee 
seeks suitable Groom. Same Caste 
only. Ct: 9443130288 

CHRISTIAN NADAR BRIDE May 1992 
Very Fair GOD FEARING, Very Afflu¬ 
ent Business Family Contact: 
9843027792 


HINDU DEVAR parents - CNB - invite 
alliance for daughter born 1986 
5’5/59kg BE/SWE working in USA 
prefers boy working in USA age be¬ 
low 36 years Ctc: 7845259152, 
Email Id: sabharimatri2016@ 

gmail.com 

HINDU 32 / 152 B.E. M.S, Upper 
Middle Class, Divorcee, Seeks suita¬ 
ble groom India / Abroad. Caste No 
Bar. Contact: 9489695984 


SAIVA PILLAI (Kaar Kaarthar), 28/ 
165cm, M.Sc, Divorcee, 50K monthly 
income from fixed assets seeks suita¬ 
ble Groom from same caste. Contact: 
96598 08418 


Smart girl 30/160 working in French 
bank Chennai. Father Kallar Mother 
Isaivellalar seeking alliance Ph : 
9443661551 


MUDALIAR ISSUELESS divorcee 32/153 
Kettai fair good looking BE, Manag¬ 
er,SBI Chennai seeks issueless di¬ 
vorcee/widower 32-36yr CNB. 
9790914969 


Thuluva Vellala Mudaliar Bharani 25/ 
175 BE, MBA Placed in Management 
Cader in Leading Bank, Propertied 
seeks from Well Placed Engineers, 
Doctors, Chennai Based Industrialist 
Groom. Contact: 98400 61162 


AFFLUENT, 24/155, M.S. working in 
US Very Fair seeks well settled 
handsome boy. Caste no bar. 
9489935653 


VISHWAKARMA 30/170 BE ECE SW Di¬ 
vorcee cbe. seeks educated well 
settled suitable person, preferred 
other equivalent caste also. 
dwasfm@gmail.com 8668084945. 


TAMIL 


VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA 25/165 
BCom,MA,MSW seek suitable well sett 
led Groom. 8825936063 / 9789058444 


HINDU SOZHIYA Vellalar 35/160cm 
MBBS, Divorcee (No Child) Seeks 
MBBS, BDS, PG. Suitable groom (No 
Child) good family Contact: 
9500766577. 


Vanniyakula Kshatria poosam 33/162 
B.Tech(IT) Employed lOLpa seek Edu¬ 
cated Well Settled Groom.9003206527 


SC 26/164, B.E MBA, Fair.Seeks 
working Govt / PVT Groom with good 
family.Ct:9444991091 


SC AD PR MBBS MD 2nd year paed¬ 
iatric, fair, moolam 4 padham, negligi¬ 
ble 163/27 daughter of well settled 
Doctor at Sirkali. Expectations MBBS 
or any Medical PG 9443985758 / 
8056830705 


HINDU GAVARA 28 MBBS DGO Thanjavur 
native seeks doctor groom, MBBS 
preferably post graduation. Any 
Naidu ct: 9789742455, 9791464376 


Tamil Muslim Very Very Fair / BE / 
29/175cm married at very young age 
and got divorced within short period 
seeks well educated employed broad 
minded groom below 35years. Conta¬ 
ct : 9486277087 / Mail Id: 

emessrubbers@yahoo.com 


MUDALIAR : 25, MBBS,MS, Own Hospi¬ 
tal in Chennai, Elite Family, Only 
Daughter, Seeks Groom , Doctor / 
Business - 9150153813 


HINDU NADAR 40/153cm, Ph.D, 
PDF, working in pvt university in TN, 
seeks Groom vegetarian, clean habits, 
Ph.D Teaching/Research, Medical 
Doctor. Ct: rajasundarib56@gmail.com 


TAMIL 


IIS HINDU Nadar 29/165 Asst Direc¬ 
tor DD, Chennai Rs.1 L/m. Seeks 
Class A Officer, Dr / Er CNB 
9282430427 


DKV HINDU Native: Tiruchendur, BE 
(CS) 34 y 164 cm Chennai. 5L PA. 
BE (ECE) 30 y 168 cm HCL Chennai. 
9.5 L PA, well settled. Seeks qual¬ 
ified groom. Ph- 9600466472, 
9962112252 


AGE.27, MBBS, MS Only one rich and 
affluent good looking Need: Dr, 
BE, Any PG Ct: 9360395175 

DEVENDRAKULA VELLALAR, 37/MBA, 
Fair, Divorcee, no issues, seeks 
groom from good family, without 
children. Caste no bar. Call 
8072997679 


MUDALIAR, 24/173, Fair, B.E, Sys¬ 
tem Analyst, MNC, 70000PM, Well to 
do, Sks prfl, 9500085718, 
9003077746 


PILLAI, 25/170, Beautiful, M.E, 
SWE, MNC, CH, 35000PM, Well to do 
Fmly, Sks prfl, 8056091059, 
7358378866 


HINDU NADAR /B.TECH /Age 27 /155cm 
/ 60,000p/m /K.A.Raman Nadar 

what’s app Ct: 9380791999 

ADIDRAVIDAR, 25/160, Fair, M.Tech, 
Phd, WIPRO, CH, 45000PM, Well Set¬ 
tled Family, 8056174102, 8754415378 


CASTENOBAR (ONLYCHILD) v.beautiful 
23/160 BE,MBA (IIM) Engg. MNC, No 
Expectations. 9840782222/9842173333 

PILLAI (ONLYCHILD) 25/152 MD (Der- 
matology)-Merit Seat-Chennai seeks 
Drs/Engg. 9345985323 / 9383199099 

SAIVA PILLAI 28/172 veg v fair IT 
M tech UMC seeks veg fair groom- 
Chennai sr67867@gmail.com 

9883895200 


TAMIL 
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Elite Grooms Wanted 


Nagtrcoil: RC CS\ Nud*ir p 
Fair Good Looking k 
Ftn*nd*t]y well elT, I99S | 
173 cm | liTecb, PG DM | 
Seeks | Business Family with 
Clean liabita. 


Chennai: CSI Nildai , 

Fair Good Looking & 

Fi Hand ally well off, 1983 | 
104 cm | IT A.Eng \ Seeks | 
Busi ness Family with 
Clean Habits 


Exclusive Christian matrimonial services 
95000 13333 www.mybwtwtfipanionxofrt 


MUDALIAR MDS 27/160 Fair Rich 
Seeks rich fair Dr/Engr groom 
Sr67867@Gmail.Com9443895200 


DEVAR : 24/ MBBS, Govt.Hosp,Doctor 
,Chennai,40000 Pm, Business Fami¬ 
ly, Seeks Doctor/ Business 
8925019776 


IYER 27 CA Athreya Pooram seeks on¬ 
ly Chennai based professionally 
qlfd earning above 18L/pa. 
9841167072 


TAMIL Brahmin Iyer Brahacharanam 
Salankayana 31/160 MS(0&G) F.R.M. 
fair parents both leading Doctors, Co¬ 
imbatore base seeks PG Doctor, PhD 
CA Groom - 9789551021/ 9442011602 


TAMIL IYENGAR girl, Mumbai, Bha¬ 
rani, Vadulam, 27, 57", BLS LLB, 
PGD in Supply Chain Management, 
working as Manager, Asia-Pacific 
region seeks suitable alliance 
from Mumbai based Tamil Iyengar 
grooms. Contact 09819594053, 
08425843221 


IYER HARITHAM Revathi2 Oct 72 Blr 
girl seeks well settled never married 
Brahmin boys 46-49. Send BHP 
sree.lashmil 08@gmail.com 


BRAHMIN BOY 


A respectable high status 
Brahmin South Indian Business 
family with networth over 150 
crores seeks alliance for their 
smart good looking family 
oriented daughter 25/165 cms 
Masters from a premium 
university. 

We are looking for a tall 
handsome well educated brahmin 
boy hailing from well 
established cultured industrialist, 
CEO, Doctor, Business family 


megawedding2019@gmail.com 


GROOMS 

WANTED 


A Brahmin boy from a reputed 
family (either from business or 
well educated) for a pretty Iyer 
girl from an multi millionaire 
affluent South Indian Family 
finished her masters in 
prestigious university. 


Age76^BHeighlj5V 


suyamvaraml 9@gmail.com 


HINDU - DKV 
PALLAR 


Divorcee, M.E., 30 years 
wifri 4 years girl child. 
Officer in a Nationalised 
Bank from well educated 
upper middle class family 
seeks suitable educated 
groom with good job from 
same Caste. 

9487687140 


Bride Groom Wanted 


Tamil Muslim, well 
Settled Industrialist 
family in Chennai 

Seeks Medico MD/MS 
Groom for their daughter 
doing MD (Radiology) 
1st year in Chennai. 

25yrs /158cm / Fair 


Contact: 

jabbarshahul64@gmail.com 

9884015371 

9600074295 

DOCTOR GROOM WANTED 


Doctor MBBS MD 
34/167 fair 
Protestant Tamil 
Christian Nadar BC 
innocent divorcee no 
issues seeks Tamil 
Christian Doctor 
Groom MBBS MD/MS 
Caste no bar 


PH: 9843526370 


Hindu Adidravidar (Kongu Parayar) 
28, B.E, M.Tech, Ph.D, seek Groom 
educated, profnl Ct:7598988370. 


TELUGU 


GAVARA NAIDU Bharani - 32 fair 
MBA Manager in SBI. Seeks suitable 
groom. 9344695896, 9486729471 

KAMMA GIRL 23/158 Moolam (4) SWE/ 
MNC Seeks groom same community be¬ 
low 28 years. Contact: 99439 29489. 

BALIJA/GAVARA 25/168 Arudhra BE 
SWE MNC Bangalore 12 Lacs PA Fair 
Seeks Bangalore/Us Groom. 
9442994594, thirumoorthybalakrishna 
n@gmail.com 


BRIDES WANTED 


COSMOPOLITAN 


ENGINEER 63 Divorcee seeks caring 
affectionate pleasant looking lady. On¬ 
ly genuine person please. 8618808814 


ASSISTANT REGISTRAR (University), 
Aged 53, Keralite, Vegetarian, 
Email: ugjkr738@gmail.com 


A GIRL for 5.5/89 engineer, IIM Ah- 
madabad boy based in Bangalore. 
Ph.+919871055119 


PHD(MECH) FAIR 40, Professor, 
15Lac pa, Chennai, issueless di¬ 
vorcee, needs bride. Caste no bar 
9003844675 


DIVORCEE 


FINCLY STBLE 56 yr. M. Divorcee, 
RC. Eng Spkng. From Trichy. Look¬ 
ing for a Gd fmly Oriented F. No 
Strings Attached. Btwn 35 to 45 
for Marriage. 8825899789 


DOCTOR 


DOCTOR MD, Felship Radiology, 30/ 
170, punarpoosam, mithunam, seeks 
mudaliar pretty girl degree 
8056357632 


HINDI 


SM4 GAUR br. h’some boy, 6’/Oct91/ 
MBA/Banker, well settled family 
from Delhi. 9717048808, 9958198939 


KANNADA 


HINDU/MADHWA BRAHMIN / 05.11.1983/ 
Swati/BCS.SAP Professional/M NC 
B’lore/seeking Kannada/ Tamil work¬ 
ing Bride from any Hindu Community 
with Vegetarian Diet/Lang known- 
Tamil, Kannada, English. Contact- 
9444249447 


VOKKAUGA G0WDER (KANNADA) GROOM, 
Native of Coimbatore, B.E.(Mech) 
M.S.(London) Business Family 32 
Years settled in Chennai seeks 
bride. Contact: 9841737747 


MALAYALAM 


CHRISTIAN PARENTS seek a suitable 
bride (29 37) for son 43, BE, MBA, 
living in London, working for a 
global firm, God fearing, success¬ 
ful and governing growing business¬ 
es in Europe and India. Primary 
language is English, mother tongue 
is Tamil, also speaks Malayalam. 
For more details, contact us at 
selina@vineyardhills.in. 

Christian Orthodox boy 31/182 Event 
Management, Digital Marketing, MBA 
Working Advertising Co. in Dubai (born 
& Broughtup at Dubai) seeks Educated 
Christian Bride. Contact:7418835351 
(Whatsup), Dubai No: +971544566500 

HINDU MALAYALI Viswakarma Boy, 
29/180, Bangalore based, BE MBA 
(Singapore), Employed outside Karnat¬ 
aka presently, well settled, 
intercaste parentage. Seeks Malayali 
Bride: 9600190880/ 
pbpbmon@gmail.com 


TAMIL 


CHRISTIAN PARENTS seek a suitable 
bride (29 37) for son 43, BE, MBA, 
living in London, working for a 
global firm, God fearing, success¬ 
ful and governing growing business¬ 
es in Europe and India. For more 
details, contact us at selina@ 
vineyardhills.in. 

PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN Asst.Prof. 
M.Sc.,Ph.D. 31/175, working in 
Chennai, Parent invite proposals 
from equally Qualified Christian 
bride. Send Bio- Data with photo 
to Email:yovan36@gmail.com 

TELC CHRISTIAN 19.4.87, MBA, Chen- 
nai Job, 60000 pm, Fair, 5.6. 
Divorce. CNB.9444230900, 9962107020 

TAMIL MUSLIM 33/165 M.Pharm,HoD 
Divorcee Abroad seeks Affluent Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:8939384484 

CHRISTIAN 47 DME,ownbusiness,house 
ILpm Divorcee No Issue seeks Bride 
tamanickam @ gmail .com/6379544965 

Hindu Adidravidar 27 Kongu Parayar 
BE, M.Tech, Ph.D., seeks bride educa¬ 
ted profl. Ct:8760883559, 8637663072 


HINDU NADAR B.E(SRM Easwari),MBA 
(GLM) Age 28/178cm/12-14 Lakhs P/A 
/K.A.Raman Nadar what’s app 
9380791999 


TAMIL YADAVA Boy, 29, Magam, 5’ 
9” clean habits, SWE 85 Lacs P.A, 
settled in USA with own house 
seeks suitable bride. Please ct: 
whatsApp: 001 7819858006. 

HINDU NADAR Age-53 M.Com Divorce 
Govt.Job. Looking for Bride age be¬ 
low 43 Unmarried/Divorce or Widow¬ 
er w/o issues preferred. PH: 
7358180408 


TAMIL 


PILLAI 25 BE Chennai seeks Profes¬ 
sional Bride in Pillai/Mudaliar. 
Geetham 9884858014 


TAMIL- VANNIA Kula Kshatriyar (CNB) 
- 39/577 PhD/ Asso.Prof./ Vel¬ 
lore/ Seeks Well Educated Girl/ 
Age- 26-34/Call 9791177668. 

Hindu Reddiar Boy, 38 / 182 MBA, 
Arudhra, Hyderabad. 7 lakhs PA. 
Seeks Suitable bride. 08555980482 


TAMIL IYER Boy 33 Ayalyam BE IT 
work at Netherlands seeks suitable 
bride Ct: 9840068782 


MUDALIYAR PROFESNL Govt Officer 36/ 
173 Fair Innocent Divorce. Dr Par¬ 
ents seeks Hindu Bride. 8778934848. 


HINDU NADAR , 29, BE, MBA, 12 Lacs 
p.a, Smart look, Seeks Suitable 
bride, CNB, Ct: 7200866346/ 
8778514465 


HINDU SC Caste no bar, 
BE,MBA,Manager,NLC,GOI,45 seeks 
Doctor,Engineer,any graduate bride 
from decent family, no dowry. 

Ct: 9487140882, 6379412795 

Mudhaliar 1971/170 Unmarried BCom 
Sales Manager seeks Bride Religion& 
CasteNoBar.9841190155/9360297552 


HINDU PILLAI 37/156 Rohini ME 
Builder&Promoter seek suitable 
Bride Subcaste No bar 9841129494/ 
9790887504 


✓ GENERAL MANAGER-PVT, 35yrs Yada- 
va,Meenam/Uthirattathi Chennai 
Sal-Rs.1.40 L/month.Caste No Bar- 
8610014920 


MUDALIAR (SENGUNTHAR) 32/165 Ket¬ 
tai, B.Tech Employed in MNC, Chen¬ 
nai,15 Lakhs PA Seeks Bride (Sub 
Caste No Bar) Ct. 9884091279 


IL 



Since 1926 

KANCHIPURAM 


PACHAIYAPPAS 



(Near Taluk Office) Kanchipuram 


TELUGU 


HINDU TELUGU fair & good looking 
girl studied MS & working as SWE in 
USA 27/175 seeks suitable Groom in 
USA fair & Handsome 29/183cm. Any 
Cast Hindu Community only. Horo¬ 
scope matching. Ph: 9346831228, 
9390455676 


Gavara /Balija 26/177 Avittam MBBS, 
Working UPHC,Chennai seeks MBBS/ 
MS/MD GroomBelow31 yr.7845636899 


REDDY MS / 33 Years divorcee issue 
less working in USA seeks suitable 
Bridegroom, Working in USA MS or 
Ph.D/ CNB CTC: 8217615318 / 
9845033729. 


NAIDU : 500 Cr, 24, B.Tech, Own 
Construction ,Schools, Steel Indus¬ 
try, Textile Mill, Only Daughter, 
Business Family, Seeks groom 
Business / Doctor 8925019776 


MALAYALAM 


PROPOSALS INVITED for NAIR BOY (FA¬ 
THER NORTH INDIAN HINDU / MOTHER 
NAIR) 36/175 clean habits/chennai 
well settled. LANGUAGE NO BAR. BHP 
must.Mail to ssa.sewtech@gmail.com 


EZHAVA FAIR 32/178 Thiruvonam MS 
PhD NT Principal Tech Officer Cn- 
trl Govt seeks Drs Engrs Class 1 
Officers 9650573719 sn96261@ 

gmail.com 


NAIR BOY Chennai settled age 29, 
height 179cm, BE(Mech) Project Man¬ 
ager MNC,Chennai, 15L/pa 
Ph:9790887444 


MARATHI 


Madhwa Marathi Desistha 28/170, 
Fair,Harithsa,Revathi.SoftwareAmazon 
6LPA. Seeks Marathi only, Working 
bride. Ct: 8012888018, 9994365798 


ORIYA 


TAMIL 


SC/AD SWATHI June-86/164cm, 
MCA, Sr.SWE, 10L pa and Business in 
Chennai, Seeks Educated bride. 
Ct:7358578127 


VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA 38/162 
Pooram-2 Padam, B.Tech, ME (MIT), 
Fellowship in Ph.D, NT Kanpur, Whea¬ 
tish, Seeks Equally Qualified bride. 
Cont:6385920041 


VANNIYAKULAKSHATRIYA BBA 35/178 
own business IL/pm well settled 
seeks pretty girl from good family 
back ground (Caste no bar). 
8883668666 


INTERCASTE VELLALAR (RC) MBA/31/ 
175 Manager MNC seeks Hindu/Chris¬ 
tian bride working in Chennai 
9884600667 


28 YRS / 5’11 "/Fair/ Affluent/ 
B.E., MBA/ Own business/ Tamil Iy¬ 
er/ Vadama/ Bharadwaj/ Pooradam/ 
Chennai boy seeks suitable girl. 
Contact 9841435760 


MUDALIAR / PILLAI,32,Bsc, 183Cm, 
Kiruthigai,Rishabam,No Dosham,Own¬ 
er Paints hardwares, Own House, 
Well Settled in Chennai Seeks 
Brides, Veg Pref. 9444947544 / 
9486100566 


SAIVA VELLALA Mudaliar Thiruvathi¬ 
rai 34/172 B.Tech, MBA business 
10L/pa seeks fair bride. Ct: 
9840942287 


VANNIYAR 33/180 Revathy, M.Sc (Phd 
Pursuing) Pvt 45K seeks Suitable 
employed bride 9840044473 

SC 44/180 MS Govt Doctor Chennai 
seeks relates any Medical Dept Bride. 
CasteNoBar.9840374285/8668090209 


THANJAVUR SAIVAM,HINDU, 19.12. 
1977,170 cm,DME,Revathi,Meenam, 
working in Saudi Arabia,Raghu & 
Kethu, Seeking suitable bride from 
Saiva Pillai.Contact 08903981871, 
09845256561 sudharbindhu@gmail.com, 
Brokers excuse 


HINDU, SC/AD, 31/170 Fair,BE(CSE) 
employed in Repco Bank Chennai 
seeks Bride 26/29 yrs employed in 
Govt/PSU/Bank/IT. Ct 9444229142/gee 
thanlc2501@gmail.com 

Mudaliar. Gopinath (29/170) , SWE 
MNC Chennai seeks bride. Same Cas¬ 
te Ct: 8015321942 


HINDU AGAMUDIAYAR/THULUVAVELLALAR 
44/M, Never Married Clean Habits 
PG Teacher Private School Seeks 
Bride Caste No Bar Ct: 9585503625 


Tamil Viswakarma 27/170 Puradam 
Ragu Kethu BE MBA Rs.35000 MNC 
Chennai seek sutbl emplyd bride Govt/ 
Private. Age 22-25. CT: 09442214681. 


AGE 27, MBBS, MS (Ortho) Rich Own 
Hospital in Chennai Only Son. 
Need: Dr, BE, Any PG. Ct: 
8248257396 


MUDALIAR, 28/176, B.E, MBA, Team 
Leader, MNC, 125000PM, Well Set¬ 
tled, Any Degree, 8056091059, 
7358378866 


PILLAI, 29/165, CA, Own Audit 
Firm, 100000PM, Well to do Family, 
Seeks any Degree,8056272922, 
9003281596 


ADIDRAVIDAR, 29/163, B.E (EEE), 
SWE, MNC, 90000PM, Rich Family, 
Seeks any Degree,9789850231, 
9677086774 


PILLAI 30/172 BE, MS (London) ENGG/ 
MNC/B’lore 24 Lakhs p.a. seeks any 
Drs/Engg. 9380471999 / 9385599011 


Balija Krithigai Risaba 1983,Veg,PhD 
CentralGovt Officer seeks Doctor/Engr 
PhD/Groom lndia/Abroad.9841061501 


KAMMA NAIDU, 25/165, Beautiful, 
B.Tech, System Analyst, MNC, 
70000PM, Well to do, 9566002501, 
9500147440 


BALIJA NAIDU, 26/165, Fair, M.E, 
Lecturer, Pvt Collage, 60000PM, 
Well to do Fmly, 8056272922, 
9003281596 


BALIJANAIDU (50CRS) Good Looking 
21/162 BBA/Business Family/No Ex- 
pectations9380472999 / 9384884888 


KAMMANAIDU (ONLYCHILD) 15Cr BE 
(CSC) 24/165 Engg/Intel/B’lore- 
seeks job/businessman 9342939343/ 
9842314444 


BALIJANAIDU (10CRS) 28/162 BE (ECE) 
, Engg.TCS/Chennai seeks any gradu¬ 
ate 9380332267/9840037433 


REDDY 100CRS 25/162 MBBS, MD (Der¬ 
matology) Chennai seeks Drs/Engg. 
9380879808/9848197222 


URDU 


SMU PARENTS Chennai seek a tall, 
well settled, educated groom with 
Islamic values for their daughter, 
MA (English) 23 ,5.8" wheatish. 
Contact - 9840144065 kadir_nawab@ 
yahoo.com 


AHLEHADITH URDU Muslimah from Chen¬ 
nai, 23/172 cm, MSc. Seeking Reli¬ 
gious/Tall Muslim groom 9176271056 


For a Karan Commander in Indian Na¬ 
vy, Qualification-MTech (NT Bombay) 
Internship (Steinbeis University) Ger¬ 
many. Contact- +91 9438183860. 


More on page No 




From BharatMatrimony 


Matrimony 


ELITE BRIDES WANTED 

BRAHMIN, 30,183 cms, Businessman, MBA. Lives in 
Mumbai. Father is an Entrepreneur. Family is 
financially well off with a good networth. Looking for a 
compatible and well educated match. Contact: 
9087002391 

MUDALIYAR, 29, 178 cms, Entrepreneur, B.E. Lives 
in Salem. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially 
well off. Looking for an affable and well educated 
match from the same community. Contact: 
9344351215 

MUDALIYAR, 25, 172 cms. Management 
Professsional, MBA. Lives in Chennai. Father is a 
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for 
a likeminded and well educated match from the same 
or similar community. Contact: 9362295019 

SOZHIYA VELLALAR, 28, 180 cms, Doctor, MS. 
Lives in Chennai. Father is a Doctor. Family is 
financially well off. Looking for a likeminded Doctor 
match from the same community. Contact: 
9380054837 

DEVAR., 26,183 cms, Big Data Engineer, B.E. Lives in 
Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially 
well off. Looking for a likeminded and well educated 
match from the same community. Contact: 
6381751157 


ELITE GROOMS WANTED 

MUDALIYAR, 23, 165 cms, LLB. Lives in Australia. 
Father is a Businessman. Family is financially well off. 
Looking for a likeminded and well educated match 
from any community in Australia. Contact: 
7695810567 

BRAHMIN, 34, 157 cms, Divorced, Market Research 
Analyst, MS. Lives in Delhi. Father is a Lawyer. Family is 
financially well off. Looking for a suitable well 
educated match from the same or similar community. 
Contact: 9344134621 

VANIYA CHETTIAR, 29, 175 cms, BE., MBA., 
Entrepreneur. Lives in Chennai. Father is a 
Businessman. Financially well off family. Looking for a 
likeminded and well educated match from same 
community. Contact: 9381823520 

NAIR, 27,165 cms, MBA. Lives in Chennai. Father is a 
Businessman. Family is financially well off with a good 
net worth. Looking for a likeminded and well educated 
match from Nair/Menon/Nambiar/Kurup community. 
Contact: 9380054589 


Jat, 45,163 cms, MBBS, MD, Doctor. Lives in Chennai. 
Father is a Businessman. Financially well off family. 
Looking for a likeminded and well settled doctor or 
businessman from any community. Contact: 
9344351215 


Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite 
(& Call us: 1800 200 4433 www.elitematrimony.com 
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BENGALURU 


THE HINDU 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019 


BENGALURU 3 


BENGALURU Timings 


SUNDAY, 

AUG. 18 



# RISE 

06:08 

SET 

18:39 

C RISE 

20:43 

SET 

08:10 

MONDAY, 

AUG. 19 



# RISE 

06:08 

SET 

18:39 

C RISE 

21:20 

SET 

08:56 

TUESDAY 

,AUG.20 



# RISE 

06:08 

SET 

18:38 


C RISE 21:57 SET 09:42 


Bengaluru Weather max min 

Tumakuru 28 19 

Mysuru _ 26 19 

Bengaluru_25 20 

Bengaluru Today 
26°C Thera are chances of 
moderate rains in pockets. A 
cloudy sky will prevail over the 
district. 


Bengaluru Tomorrow 
27°C One or two spells of 
moderate rain are expected. A 
cloudy sky is expected to 
persist. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
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‘Implement 
100% plastic 
ban by 
September f 

STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

Subhash B. Adi, head, Kar¬ 
nataka chapter of National 
Green Tribunal (NGT), 
asked the BBMP to reach 
the target of 100% plastic 
ban by September 1. The 
Statewide ban on plastic 
came into effect in March 
2016, following which the 
BBMP issued a circular in 
May fixing the penalty on 
those found manufactur¬ 
ing, supplying, storing, 
transporting, selling and 
distributing, and using the 
banned item. 

The BBMP chief will ap¬ 
pear before the NGT on Au¬ 
gust 20 regarding SWM. 


BBMP to request for more time to 
implement NGT directions on SWM 

NGT has urged the civic body not to depend on landfills for dumping of mixed waste 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

The Bruhat Bengaluru Maha- 
nagara Palilce (BBMP), which 
is yet to finalise the Solid 
Waste Management (SWM) 
contract for Bengaluru, is 
under pressure to adhere to 
objectives put forth by the 
Karnataka chapter of the Na¬ 
tional Green Tribunal (NGT). 
Addressing the BBMP coun¬ 
cil on Saturday, Subhash B. 
Adi, who heads the chapter, 
urged the civic body to not 
depend on landfills for the 
dumping of mixed waste 
from November 1. 

Expressing his displeasure 
over the continuation of 
dumping mixed waste in 
landfills despite rules and 
regulations, Mr. Adi said that 
the only way forward is strict 
enforcement of compulsory 
segregation of waste at 
source. “Dumping mixed 
waste in landfills is a crimi¬ 
nal offence. Recently, the de¬ 
puty commissioner has de¬ 
nied space for a new landfill, 
and the existing landfills will 
shortly run out of space,” he 
said. 

Segregation and in-situ 
composting is the way 
forward. 

Effective segregation of 
waste at source is the answer 
to Bengaluru’s dependence 
on landfills. While address¬ 
ing councillors and officials, 
he sought their help to meet 
the NGT’s objectives on a 
range of issues from the use 
of plastic to segregation of 
waste at source. “Though it 
[the latter] was made man¬ 
datory three years ago, it is 
still not being implemented 



Subhash B. Adi, head, Karnataka chapter of NGT, addressing councillors on Saturday at a 
special meeting to discuss solid waste management. ■ v. sreenivasa murthy 


Resolutions passed unanimously 
by the council 


■ Contribute 
?5 crore 
to Chief 
Minister's 
Relief Fund 


■ Councillors to 
donate one month's 
honorarium to 
Chief Minister's 
Relief Fund 


■ Celebration of Ganesha 
festival at National College 
Ground, Basavanagudi 
to be extended from 
5 days to 11 days 


properly,” he said. 

Mr. Adi warned the BBMP 
that heavy fines would be im¬ 
posed if it did not comply 
with the order. Unless there 
is a fear of liability of huge 
fines, people will not take 
the issue seriously. “There 
should be a online process 
for immediate, strict, and ef¬ 


fective system to collect 
fines,” he said. 

He urged the councillors 
to take forward the Namma 
Kasa-Namma Javabdari in¬ 
itiative to every ward by in¬ 
stalling wet waste compost¬ 
ing units. “We must give 
priority to in-situ compost¬ 
ing and community com¬ 


posting. I have already di¬ 
rected officials to identify 
land in each ward for com¬ 
munity composting,” he 
said. 

‘Fresh tender is 
yet to be finalised’ 

Mayor Gangambike Mallikar- 
jun said that the civic body 
would seek more time to 
stop dumping of mixed wast¬ 
ed in landfills. “Since the 
fresh tender is yet to be final¬ 
ised, we would need more 
time to implement what the 
NGT says,” the Mayor said. 

Ms. Mallikarjun called 
upon citizens to cooperate 
with the BBMP for proper 


Objectives of NGT 

■ Ban on plastic 

■ Imposing heavy fines on 
violators 

■ Waste segregation at source 

■ Wet waste generated by 
households to be composted 
at source, street, ward, or 
community level 

■ Recycling of dry waste 

■ Scientific processing of 
hazardous waste 

■ Implementation of Solid 
Waste Management Rules 
2016 


implementation of the plas¬ 
tic ban and SWM Rules of 
2016. 

Under the new garbage 
tenders that are likely to be 
finalised soon, contractors 
can pick up only segregated 
wet waste while ragpickers 
will be given the responsibil¬ 
ity of collecting dry waste 
twice a week, she said. 

Former mayor G. Padma- 
vathi requested the NGT to 
give ‘special packages’ to in¬ 
dustrial areas that are diffe¬ 
rent from residential areas. 
“Wards which have thriving 
cottage industries and other 
small-scale units produce a 
lot of waste. Hence, they 
need special infrastructure,” 
she said. 

A senior councillor told 
The Hindu that though the 
intention of the NGT was 
good, some of its guidelines 
were not feasible. “They 
want ward level composting 
units. However, scores of 
wards across the city have no 
space for anything,” the 
councillor said. 


Bescom plans to partner 
with IISc. and IIMB 

Power utility to enable knowledge 
sharing and capacity building 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

In the list of complaints 
against Bangalore Electrici¬ 
ty Supply Company (Bes¬ 
com), two issues are unrelia¬ 
ble power supply and 
difficulty in accessing grie¬ 
vance redressal. 

The power utility, which 
caters to the State capital as 
well as seven other districts, 
has decided to take advan¬ 
tage of its location and bring 
on board two premier insti¬ 
tutions in Bengaluru to help 
tackle these problems. 

Bescom is set to tie up 
with the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc.) and Indian 
Institute of Management, 
Bangalore (IIMB) to enable 
knowledge sharing and ca¬ 
pacity building. Its Techni¬ 
cal Innovation Centre is in 
the process of formalising 
tie-ups with the institutions, 
officials said. 

Anil Kumar D’Souza, 
Head, Technology Innova¬ 
tion Centre, said the memo¬ 
randums of understanding 
(MoUs) with the two institu¬ 
tions will facilitate gui¬ 
dance, sharing of problems 
and solutions, and enable 
mutual knowledge sharing 
and capacity building. 

“We have a lot of chal¬ 
lenges and might be strug¬ 
gling to find solutions. A 
knowledge base is impor¬ 
tant. We have listed 20 cate¬ 
gories that can be worked 
on,” he said. 

Among the specific areas 
that the power utility in¬ 
tends to get expertise from 
IISc. are technical aspects 
such as smart grid and 
smart meter. 


© 


We have a lot of 
challenges and 
might be struggling 
to find solutions. A 
know ledge base is 
important. We have 
listed 20 categories 
that can be worked 
on 

ANIL KUMAR D'SOUZA, 

Head, Technology Innovation Centre, 
Bescom 

From the IIMB, Bescom 
hopes to get suggestions on 
customer engagement, 
management and socio-eco¬ 
nomic analysis. 

Technical Discussion 
Forum 

Bescom recently started a 
‘Technical Discussion Fo¬ 
rum’ online, but at present 
only employees can post 
suggestions. 

As many as 22 categories 
have been listed for discus¬ 
sion, including advanced 
metering infrastructure, re¬ 
newable energy, power 
quality management, safety 
and standards, cyber securi¬ 
ty, disaster management, 
distribution automation, 
public policy management, 
EV charging infrastructure 
and energy storage. 

“We are planning to open 
the forum to academic insti¬ 
tutions soon,” officials said. 

The power utility had re¬ 
cently tied up with Tata 
Power Delhi Distribution Li¬ 
mited (Tata Power-DDL) - a 
joint venture between Tata 
Power and the government 
of the National Capital Terri¬ 
tory (NCT) of Delhi - to 
share best practices and so¬ 
lutions to problems. 


Residents adopt government schools in their locality 


Some have helped revamp them while others have volunteered to teach the students 


NIVED UTHAIAH P. 

BENGALURU 

There are some who 
complain about the quality 
of government schools, and 
others who decide to pitch 
in to help improve them. 

Residents in some city 
neighbourhoods fit in the 
latter category. They are 
adopting government 
schools in their locality by 
not only helping to revamp 
them, but also serving as 
volunteer teachers. 

Some proactive residents 
in Whitefield decided to 
adopt the 
Ramagondanahalli 
government higher primary 
school in 2008. The group - 
Whitefield Ready - initially 
wanted to do “something 
good” in their 

neighbourhood and decided 
to spend a few hours every 
week to teach English to the 
students. But, while 
teaching, they stumbled 
upon the dismal condition 
of the school and wanted to 
chip in to help students 
access a better quality of 
education. 

They started with five 
volunteers in 2007, and now 


CITY WARRIORS 


they have grown to 57. 

These volunteers do not 
focus on the syllabus in the 
textbook, but find novel 
ways to help students by 
providing supplementary 
classes in English and maths 
for a few hours a week that 
are usually earmarked for 
classes like SUPW that 
usually go unused. From 
one school they have 
extended their support to 
five more in the same 
locality, Sumedha Rao, a 
member of the team, said. 

The group has also 
mobilised funds to build 
toilets and hired janitors to 
maintain the toilets. Over 
the years, they have built 
various other infrastructure 
through Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives. 

The students too 
acknowledge the efforts of 
these volunteers. One of the 
students from the 
Ramagondanahalli 
government school, who is 
now in class 10, said the 
volunteers’ passion to teach 


Businessman arrested for 
birthday party on road 

Alleged event took place at Mallathalli 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

The Jnana Bharathi Nagar 
police arrested a 38-year-old 
businessman for blocking a 
road to celebrate his birth¬ 
day on Thursday. 

According to the police, 
the accused, Girish, is a resi¬ 
dent of Basaveshwara Na¬ 
gar. He had put up a pandal 


THEMUHiHINDU 
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and arranged a party for his 
friends in front of his ances¬ 
tral house on 3rd cross at 
Mallathalli. 

Hundreds of people 
thronged the spot for a free 
meal and blocked the road 
much to the anger of moto¬ 
rists, pedestrians and resi¬ 
dents. 

Based on a complaint, a 
team led by Sub-Inspector 
Kantharaju L. rushed to the 
spot. Sensing trouble, the 
revellers fled from the spot. 
The police seized the pan¬ 
dal. They later tracked 
down Girish and arrested 
him under Section 283 (dan¬ 
ger or obstruction in public 
way or line of navigation) of 
the IPC. 



One of the schools that has been adopted. 


gets students interested in 
the subjects. “They have 
also been able to teach us 
the importance of English,” 
she said. 

Near Kanakapura road, a 
few residents of Mantri 
Tranquil, an apartment 
complex, registered 
themselves under the 
banner of Tranquil 
Charitable Foundation (TCF) 
and adopted a government 
school about two kilometres 
from their apartment in 
2009. 

Sriram Visvanathan, one 
of the trustees of the 
foundation, said they 


decided to start 
volunteering at the 
Gubbalala Higher Primary 
School. But they found that 
the building was 
dilapidated, the toilets were 
unusable and the students’ 
learning levels were not up 
to the mark. There were 
only two teachers for over 
200 students. 

They then decided to 
form a trust and persuade 
the government to rebuild 
the school at another 
location. After the school 
was ready, they used their 
contacts to mobilise funds to 
procure teaching aids and 


BBMP set to become 
zero waste campus 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma- 
hanagara Palilce (BBMP) 
headquarters is all set to 
embrace a zero waste way of 
life. Mayor Gangambike Mal¬ 
likarjun on Saturday inaugu¬ 
rated the Zero Waste Cam¬ 
pus project at the 
headquarters of the civic 
body as part of its ‘Namma 
Kasa Namma Javabdari’ 
motto. 

Two composters of 70-kg 
capacity have been installed 
to convert wet waste into 
manure. Two leaf compos¬ 
ters have also been in¬ 
stalled. 

The BBMP office houses 
as many as 134 different de¬ 
partments and produces 50 
tonnes of wet waste every 


day. All the offices have 
been given green dustbins 
to collect wet waste and 
blue ones for dry waste. All 
wash-rooms will have red 
bins for sanitary waste. 

“There are four buildings 
in the campus with thou¬ 
sands of employees and a 
canteen. We have also in¬ 
stalled a composter in the 
temple inside the campus to 
compost flowers,” the 
Mayor said. Dry waste will 
be collected by rag-pickers 
once a week. 

BBMP Commissioner N. 
Manjunath Prasad said, 
“This project sets as an ex¬ 
ample to other offices. It 
sends out a message that the 
enforcement agency is also 
following what it asks peo¬ 
ple to do.” 


also recruited a separate set 
of teachers to assist the 
existing teachers, who were 
appointed by the 
Department of Public 
Instruction. 

They have also set in 
place a system to provide 
remedial teaching to 
students. Those who are 
unable to achieve grade- 
wise competency in certain 
subjects are made to attend 
sessions led by volunteers 
who give them personal 
attention. 

Srinivas Narayanaswamy, 
managing trustee of TCF, 
said, “It is good if a 
community adopts a 
government school in their 
locality. It is not very 
difficult; it’s a simple task; 
providing two teachers/ 
volunteers to a school is 
more than enough to change 
the lives of students. There 
are qualified people who are 
looking to do good and they 
just need an outlet or an 
opportunity. From my 
experience, it is both ways, 
students need the 
volunteers as much as the 
volunteers need the 
students.” 


Dance event 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

Udupa Foundation will 
present Nrityakatha 2019, 
tales through dance on 
Sunday. The event will be 
held at JSS Auditorium, 
Shivaratheeshwara Centre, 
1st Main Road, 8th Block, 
Jayanagar. 


THE CENTRAL LAW COLLEGE 

Yercaud Main Road, Kannankurichi, Salem - 636 008. Ph - 0427 - 2400643/2400041 
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3 YEARS LL.B 
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(ii) Quick identification of new opportunities worth pursuing. 
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When no roads lead to the coast 

Torrential rain affects Charmadi, Shiradi, Sampaje ghat roads much more than usual this year 



Closed for traffic: One of the sites of a landslip on Charmadi Ghat section of National Highway 
73. As many as 60 landslips have been reported here, ■special arrangement 


Rail connectivity too affected 



Clearing debris: Work on restoring services on the railway line 
between Sakleshpur and Subrahmanya Road stations is under 


Links to rain-battered 
villages being restored 


Most of the houses in Charmadi GP limits get power supply 



Open again: The approach road to Parlani bridge across the Mrutyunjaya has been temporarily 
restored in Charmadi Gram Panchayat limits in Dakshina Kannada, -special arrangement 


ANIL KUMAR SASTRY 

MANGALURU 

Instead of bringing joy, the 
mention of monsoon brings 
a scare to many people tra¬ 
velling between the coast 
and other parts of the State 
as they dread the loss of 
connectivity. 

The fears came true this 
year as well, but with greater 
intensity, with the Charmadi 
Ghat becoming the victim of 
torrential rain that lashed 
the region in August second 
week. Part of Mangaluru-Vil- 
lupuram National Highway 
73, the ghat connects Dakshi¬ 
na Kannada to Chikkamaga- 
luru districts and many parts 
of central Karnataka. 

Last year too 

In the third week of August 
last year, the Shiradi Ghat on 
Mangaluru-Bengaluru NH 75 
and the Sampaje Ghat on 
Mangaluru-Mysuru NH 275 
had witnesses multiple land¬ 
slips following heavy rain 
and remained closed for sev¬ 
eral days. While Charmadi 
had remained the only link 
then, the National Highways 
division of the Public Works 
Department (PWD) is now 
not sure how long it would 
take to restore the Charmadi 
Ghat road that has witnessed 
60 landslips this time, both 
minor and major ones. 

Gopal Pai, a software engi¬ 
neer from Mani in Dakshina 
Kannada who stays in Benga¬ 
luru, regretted the govern¬ 
ment lacking a commitment 
to ensure hassle-free travel 
between the coast and other 
parts of the State. Mr. Pai, 
who had launched #connec- 
tustomangaluru Twitter 
campaign last year against 
the indefinite closure of Shi¬ 
radi Ghat road, said he was 
unable to understand the go¬ 
vernment’s apparent help¬ 
lessness. “If the government 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MANGALURU 

Added to the road 
connectivity woes, train 
services between the coast 
and Bengaluru too have 
been disrupted again this 
year following landslips 
between Sakleshpur and 
Subrahmanya Road stations 
in the ghat section of 
Mangaluru-Hassan railway 
line. 

In August last year, the 
stretch had witnessed 
landslips at nearly 70 
locations and train services 
were suspended for over a 
month. This year. South 
Western Railway (SWR) 
authorities, who were 
closing the stretch off and 
on since August first week, 
have now closed the section 
till August 23 following 


cannot spend money to en¬ 
sure connectivity, who else 
can do it?” he said. 

PWD officials did not ex¬ 


way. -SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

recurring landslips. SWR’s 
Mysuru Divisional Railway 
Manager Aparna Garg, who 
is monitoring the 
restoration work, said she 
had been to the spot on 
Friday too and trekked 
about 5 km to reach the 
affected areas. Work is on at 


pect Charmadi Ghat would 
have to be closed down, but 
extremely heavy rain on Au¬ 
gust 9 and 10 (over 500 mm) 


a brisk pace, she said. Ms. 
Garg told The Hindu that 
about 80 labourers each 
were working to restore the 
tracks at two sites - near 
Sakleshpur and towards 
Subrahmanya Road along 
with 15 supervisors at each 
spot and three officers. 


in the Kottigehara region be¬ 
lied their expectations. The 
23-km ghat stretch in Chikka- 
magaluru and Dakshina Kan- 


Shiradi project 
pending with 
MoRTH 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MANGALURU 

A proposal on permanent 
restoration work on Shiradi 
Ghat, including building 
river embankment at last 
year’s rain-affected 
stretches, is pending with 
the Union Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 
(MoRTH). Sources said it 
would soon be cleared. 

By the time the proposal 
reached MoRTH, elections 
were declared and funds 
could not be released, 
sources said, and added that 
?45 crore would shortly be 
released for the work. 

Though MoRTH had 
sanctioned funds to improve 
Charmadi Ghat road, the 
recent cloudburst has 
wrecked havoc and hence it 
would await fresh estimates 
from the State government 
to release funds. Similar was 
the case with Sampaje Ghat, 
sources said. 


nada districts has witnessed 
deep cuttings at a few 
locations. 

“We are clearing the de¬ 
bris now. Only after this we 
will get to know the exact 
quantum of damage,” M. Ga- 
nesh, chief engineer of 
PWD’s NH division, told The 
Hindu. With the depart¬ 
ment’s proposal to concrete 
this stretch at a cost of 
around £250 crore still pend¬ 
ing with the Union Road 
Transport and Highways Mi¬ 
nistry, the PWD is adding 
proposals to build concrete 
retaining walls at select 
stretches. 


RAVIP RASAD KAMILA 

MANGALURU 

A week after the flash floods 
in the Mrutyunjaya devastat¬ 
ed them, one of the three 
bridges that connected over 
400 families in Charmadi 
Gram Panchayat limits to the 
mainland has now been tem¬ 
porarily restored. 

More than 1,500 people 
living on the foot of the 
Western Ghats had lost con¬ 
nectivity with the mainland 
(Charmadi) after the bridge 
at Annaru and the approach¬ 
es to the bridges at Arala- 
pade and Parlani got washed 
away. People of several vil¬ 
lages at the foot of the ghats, 
beyond which there is noth¬ 
ing but dense forest, had lost 
connectivity with the main¬ 
land. Villagers from those 
areas who had come to the 
Charmadi side too had been 
stranded as they were not 
able to return. 

Prakash Shetty, Pan¬ 
chayat Development Officer 
(PDO), Charmadi Gram Pan¬ 
chayat, told The Hindu that 
the approach road to Parlani 
bridge had been temporarily 


restored. The trunks of huge 
trees and boulders that had 
got stuck at the bridge have 
been removed. People are 
using the bridge and two- 
wheelers and four-wheelers 
are also plying on it. 

Removing debris 

The bridge at Aralapade is 
expected to be temporarily 
restored soon. “Three earth- 
movers are being used to 
restore the approaches to 
the bridge by removing the 
debris and tree trunks,” the 
PDO said, and added that ar¬ 
rangements would be made 
such that two-wheelers 
could also ply on it. 

There is a proposal to 
construct a hanging bridge 
or steel bridge at Annaru for 
now as reconstructing the 
bridge that has been washed 
away will take at least a year. 
The Executive Engineer of 
the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment and authorities of the 
Master Plannery, Puttur, a 
construction institution 
known for making pre-cast 
concrete materials, have vi¬ 
sited the spot for a study. 


Ravi Poojary, a member of 
the panchayat, said Mescom 
restored power supply to 
most of the houses affected 
by the floods on Saturday. 
People who are returning 
from the houses of their rela¬ 
tives or relief camps are 
cleaning the houses and do¬ 
ing restoration works. But 
the huge task of removing 
sludge from arecanut planta¬ 
tions remains, he said. 

62 families hit 

Mr. Shetty said as per the 
preliminary estimation, 62 
families had lost their houses 
fully or partially. Of them, 24 
families have now shifted to 
the rented accommodation. 

Chief Minister B.S. Yediy- 
urappa has announced that 
the government would give 
£5,000 as rent a month to 
those who have permanent¬ 
ly lost their houses. In addi¬ 
tion, they will be given ^5 
lakh for rebuilding their 
houses. The government 
will give £ lakh to those 
whose houses have been 
partially damaged for taking 
up repairs. 


With animals gone, farmers lose key income source 

+ Of the 750 milk producers’ societies affiliated to KMF in Belagavi district, only 600 are functional 



A shed at Siddapurwadi in Belagavi district where cattle of 
flood-hit farmers are being looked after. ■ p.k. badiger 


RISHI KESH BAHADUR DESAI 

BELAGAVI 

For farmers in flood-hit Bela¬ 
gavi district, it is not just loss 
of crops that they have to 
contend with but also that of 
cattle, small animals, and 
chicken. 

Ramappa Gudikatti of Ha- 
lagatti village near Ramdurg 
used to earn around 700 a 
day by selling the milk from 
his two cows. One cow was 
washed away in the Mala- 
prabha waters. Now, he is 
left with only one cow and 
an unpaid loan of around 
£35,000. “I will have to 
spend £>0,000 to buy a hy¬ 
brid cow. I will also have to 
repay the old loan. It is not 
going to be easy,” he said. 

Most of the people of Ha- 
lagatti, a village on the banks 
of the Malaprabha, depend 
on farming. Shankar Rao Pa- 


til, a young farmer, said the 
village collected around 
1,000 litres of milk a day. 

“It has come down to 400 
litres a day now,” said Ravi 
Sadashiva who manages the 
village cooperative dairy. 

Of the 750 milk produc¬ 
ers’ cooperative societies af¬ 
filiated to the Karnataka Milk 
Federation in the district, 
only around 600 are 
functional. They used to pro¬ 
vide nearly 1.9 lakh litres of 
milk a day. This has been re¬ 
duced by around 35,000 
litres since heavy rain began 
on August 2. 

‘They were my bank’ 

Gangappa Nayak’s family 
members were evacuated 
four days before the floods 
hit their village of Talkatnal. 
He is worried about the 30 
sheep he lost. “I used to rear 


sheep and sell them to earn 
money to send my children 
and grandchildren to school. 
I would also make enough 
money for my routine 
expenses and for organising 
festivals in my home. 
They were like my own bank 


at home,” Mr. Nayalc said. 

Basavaraj Sultanpuri, a 
farmer from Bailhongal, said 
that loss of animals hits small 
farmers particularly hard. 

“A pair of high-yielding 
buffaloes costs around £.5 
lakh and a pair of cows costs 


£ lakh. Small farmers take 
loans from self-help groups 
or cooperative societies to 
buy milch animals,” he said. 

Officials estimate that 
around 23,000 chickens 
were washed away, most of 
them in Golcalc and 
Khanapur. 

Compensation 

According to calamity relief 
guidelines, farmers who lost 
a buffalo will get £30,000, a 
cow - £25,000, a sheep - 
£5,000, and for a lost chick¬ 
en they will get £50. 

The floods have also 
posed challenges such as 
fodder scarcity and fear of 
spread of diseases among 
cattle. Deputy Commission¬ 
er S.B. Bommanhalli said 
the government was asking 
veterinarians to visit 
villages. 


Modi’s attitude towards 
State disgraceful: Ex-CM 


‘Set up concessional food 
outlets in flood-hit villages’ 

KPCC panel seeks fee relief for students of affected families 



Spot visit: A file photo of Munavalli village flooded by the 
Malaprabha waters. The KPCC team toured affected areas in 
Belagavi Revenue Division. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HUBBALLI 

The Union government 
should immediately declare 
the devastating floods in 
Karnataka as a ‘national ca¬ 
lamity’ and extend assis¬ 
tance for providing relief to 
the affected, a study com¬ 
mittee set up by the Karnata¬ 
ka Pradesh Congress Com¬ 
mittee (KPCC has said. 

The team assessed the sit¬ 
uation in the flood-affected 
areas in Belagavi Revenue 
Division and submitted its 
interim report. 

Led by the former Minis¬ 
ter H.K. Patil, the committee 
members had travelled 
across various districts, inte¬ 
racted with the affected peo¬ 
ple, and also distributed re¬ 
lief materials. 

Recommendations 

The recommendations in¬ 
clude setting up of conces¬ 
sional food outlets on the 
lines of Indira Canteen in all 
villages that have been se¬ 



verely affected by the floods 
and continuing them for at 
least a year. 

Pointing out that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had 
not visited Karnataka des¬ 
pite the State being devastat¬ 
ed by floods, the team urged 
the State government to de¬ 
mand immediate assistance 
of £5,000 crore from the 
Centre. The team also point¬ 
ed out that the aerial survey 
by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Union Fi¬ 
nance Minister Nirmala Sita- 
raman had not yielded any 



result and Karnataka had 
not been given any 
assistance. 

Special scheme to provide 
temporary employment to 
the flood-affected people, 
disbursement of an ex gratia 
of £25,000 for four months 
to the families that have lost 
employment owing to 
floods, and giving exemp¬ 
tion to students of flood-af¬ 
fected families from paying 
fees for various courses, in¬ 
cluding professional cours¬ 
es, are among the commit¬ 
tee’s recommendations. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

As the Centre is yet to an¬ 
nounce a flood relief fund to 
Karnataka, the former Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah on 
Saturday accused the Naren¬ 
dra Modi-led NDA govern¬ 
ment of ignoring the State at 
a time when floods have 
wreaked lives of lakhs of pe¬ 
ople and termed as “dis¬ 
graceful” the attitude of the 
Prime Minister. 

“None of the previous 
Prime Ministers, including 
[the late] A.B. Vajpayee, had 
ignored the State during 
natural calamities. But the 


attitude of Mr. Modi towards 
the State and Chief Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa, in spite of 
[the BJP having] 25 MPs, is 
disgraceful,” Mr. Siddara¬ 
maiah said in a tweet. 

Taking a dig at the 
Centre, the former Chief Mi¬ 
nister said, “We Kannadigas 
shall never tolerate this cal¬ 
lous attitude.” 

In another tweet, he said, 
“Looks like Mr. Yediyurappa 
is scared of the PM. In that 
case, he should at least take 
all-party representatives 
with him; we will speak on 
his behalf in front of 
@narendramodi.” 
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Donation to Chief Minister’s relief fund 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

Karnataka Soaps and Deter¬ 
gents Ltd. (KSDL) on Wed¬ 
nesday donated £2 crore to¬ 
wards the Chief Minister’s 
Natural Calamity Relief 
Fund. 


A cheque was handed ov¬ 
er to the Chief Minister by 
KSDL officials, said a release. 

Marketing Communica¬ 
tion and Advertising Ltd. 
(MC&A) contributed £ crore 
towards the fund on Wed¬ 
nesday. A cheque was pre¬ 


sented to the Chief Minister. 
Chief Secretary T.M. Vijay 
Bhaskar, Principal Secre¬ 
tary, Commerce and Indus¬ 
tries, Gaurav Gupta, and 
MC&A managing director 
V.T. Venkatesh were present, 
said a release. 


OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



It is with immeasurable sorrow and in deep grief that 
we inform you that our most dearly beloved 

Mrs. Thangam Chidambaram 

passed away peacefully, after a short illness, 
on the 7th Day of August 2019. 

The 13th Day Ceremonies & Memorial Lunch will be held 
on SUNDAY, the 18th Day of august 2019, 

Forever Remembered by 

AVM K Chidambaram (Retd.) PVSM 

Dr. Rohini Chidambaram Krishnan 

Dr. Rajeshwar Krishnan 
Reena Krishnan 
Rebecca Krishnan 

Gp. Capt. Rajesh Chidambaram (Retd.) 

Mrs. Malathi Chidambaram 
Apsara Chidambaram, Vineet Gupta & Aria 
Anmol Chidambaram & Natasha Singh 

Renuka Chidambaram IAS (Retd.) 
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Kale, Miskin and Chatur conspired for months before Kalburgi hit 

In its chargesheet, SIT states that Amol Kale instructed Ganesh Miskin to conduct a recce of the scholar’s house and chose him to carry out the assassination 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Amol Kale, who has been 
named prime accused in the 
murder of scholar M.M. Kal¬ 
burgi, met with alleged 
shooter Ganesh Miskin and 
Praveen Chatur, another ac¬ 
cused, several times near In¬ 
dira Gandhi Glasshouse in 
Hubballi between January 
and May 2015 to plan the 
assassination. 

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the case, 
which filed a chargesheet on 
Saturday, said in a release 
that it was Kale who in¬ 
structed Miskin to conduct a 
recce of Kalburgi’s house 
and chose him to carry out 
the assassination. He also in¬ 
structed Chatur to ferry Mis¬ 
kin on a stolen motorcycle 
to Kalburgi’s residence on 
August 30, 2015. 

That month. Kale took 
Miskin and Chatur to a rub- 


Timeline of the probe 

August 30, 2015: Two men on a 
motorcycle shoot writer M.M. Kalburgi at 
point-blank range at his home in Dharwad 

September 2, 2015: The Criminal 
Investigation Department, which 
took over the case the day after the 
assassination, releases two sketches of 
the suspect 

January 2018: Frustrated with the lack 
of progress, Umadevi, wife of Kalburgi, 
approaches the Supreme Court seeking a 
probe by a Special Investigation Team 

February 26, 2019: Supreme Court 
transfers the case to the SIT probing 
the murder of activist-journalist 
Gauri Lankesh 

April 24, 2019: In first status report to 
the Dharwad Bench of the High Court, SIT 
seeks more time as it expresses suspicion 
about the role of the accused in the Gauri 
Lankesh and Kalburgi murders 




Gauri Lankesh 


ber plantation in Pilathabet- 
tu village of Dakshina Kan¬ 
nada district, where he 
allegedly trained them to 
handle country-made pis- 


How the cases are linked 


Q Amol Kale from Pune 

He took over the 
leadership of the unnamed 
organisation after the 
arrest of Virendra Tawade 
in 2016 by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
for his involvement in 
the murder of Narendra 
Dabholkar. He is 
accused of planning 
the assassinations of 
Gauri Lankesh and M.M. 
Kalburgi, conducting 
surveys and recce of the 
targets, as well as training 
and arming the gunmen 


Q Ganesh Miskin 
from Hubballi 

Role in Gauri case: 

Was the biker who 
took Parashuram 
Waghmore, the 
alleged hitman, 
to Gauri's house; 
surveyed her house 
for months before the 
assassination 

Role in Kalburgi case: 

He was the hitman, 
who went to the house 
and shot Kalburgi 
twice before fleeing 


El Praveen Prakash Chatur from Belagavi 

Role in Gauri Role in Kalburgi case: The 
case: Listed as biker who ferried Miskin to 
witness Kalburgi's residence 


n Vasudev Bhagavan Suryavamsh from 
Jalgaon district in Maharashtra 


Role in Gauri case: 

He was the 16th 
person to be arrested. 
Going by the code 
name 'Mechanic', 
he procured the bike 
used by the team that 
assassinated Gauri 


Role in Kalburgi 

case: He played 
a similar role. He 
stole a black-blue 
Bajaj Discover bike 
from Hubballi and 
handed it over to 
Miskin 


QAmith Ramchandra Baddi from Hubballi 
Role in Gauri case: Role in Kalburgi 

He collected the pistol case: Helped steal 

after the hit the bike 


FI Sharad Kalaskar from Aurangabad 

In both cases, he was the custodian of the 
weapon. The bikes used in the crimes were 
recovered through him 


tols. In the second week of 
August that year, the final 
preparations for the assassi¬ 
nation were made, said the 
SIT, which filed the char¬ 


gesheet at a special court in 
Dharwad. 

On August 30, 2015, Kale, 
Miskin and Chatur met at In¬ 
dira Gandhi Glasshouse at 7 


a.m. and Kale handed over a 
bag containing a 7.65 mm 
country-made pistol to Mis¬ 
kin. Miskin, along with Cha¬ 
tur, used a stolen bike and 


reached Kalburgi’s house at 
around 8.30 a.m. “Ganesh 
Miskin then went to the 
house and shot Dr. M.M. Kal¬ 
burgi twice in his forehead,” 


said the SIT in a release to 
the media. 

The case was originally in¬ 
vestigated by the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID) for nearly four years 
before being handed over to 
the SIT. Building on the evi¬ 
dence collected by the CID, 
the SIT indicted Kale and six 
of his associates for conspir¬ 
ing and shooting Kalburgi at 
point blank. 

Miskin, an incense stick 
maker from Hubballi, was 
allegedly the hitman and 
happens to be a key accused 
in the murder of activist- 
journalist Gauri Lankesh as 
well. According to the SIT in¬ 
vestigation, Chatur waited 
on the bike while Miskin, 
posing as Kalburgi’s student, 
shot the scholar. 

The six accused, who 
were members of an un¬ 
named organisation that tar¬ 
geted rationalists and scho¬ 


lars, decided to murder 
Kalburgi after he referenced 
a passage from a book that 
made observations. 

Recruitment 

“While recruiting members 
to the organisation, empha¬ 
sis was given to those per¬ 
sons with a history of ag¬ 
gression and violence and 
those who had a criminal 
background. The recruit¬ 
ment drive was very meticu¬ 
lous,” said a senior police of¬ 
ficer, adding that Kale 
identified potential recruits 
based on intelligence inputs 
gathered from his own 
sources and on observing 
them at events held by right- 
wing organisations. 

The members conspired 
and trained at various plac¬ 
es in both Karnataka and 
Maharashtra and were care¬ 
ful about how they com¬ 
municated. 


With Shah’s approval, BSY set to 
expand Cabinet on Tuesday 

Party expected to select 16 to 18 Ministers in the first round 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu- 
rappa is all set to expand his 
Cabinet on Tuesday. He 
made the announcement on 
Saturday after holding dis¬ 
cussions with BJP national 
president Amit Shah, who is 
learnt to have approved a list 
of legislators to be given mi¬ 
nisterial berths. 

A BJP Legislature Party 
meeting will be held at the 
Vidhana Soudha on Tuesday 
morning. Post noon on the 
same day, anywhere bet¬ 
ween a dozen to 18 legisla¬ 
tors are expected to be 
sworn in as Ministers at the 
Raj Bhavan. 

Mr. Yediyurappa camped 
in New Delhi on Friday and 
Saturday and obtained clea¬ 
rance for Cabinet expansion. 
Indications are that the par¬ 
ty will induct 16-18 members 
into the Cabinet in the first 
round and keep a few posts 
vacant to accommodate 
Congress and JD(S) rebels, 
now disqualified, later. 

The party is expected to 
do a balancing act by giving 
representation to dominant 



Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa with Home Minister Amit Shah 
in New Delhi on Saturday, -special arrangement 


communities, regional aspi¬ 
rations, experienced legisla¬ 
tors, and some young faces. 

Though Mr. Yediyurappa 
took oath as Chief Minister 
on July 26, he has remained 
in a one-man Cabinet for ov¬ 
er 20 days. The Congress 
and the JD(S) have constant¬ 
ly taunted him over this and 
accused him of being unable 
to manage the situation on 
his own amid devastating 
floods in the State. 

Though Mr. Yediyurappa 
had visited Delhi earlier in 


No plans to cut funds 
for Anna Bhagya: CM 

Grants released for scheme, he says 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Faced with criticism that 
his government is cutting 
allocations for welfare 
schemes. Chief Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa has clari¬ 
fied that he has no plans of 
cutting funds for Anna 
Bhagya, a scheme that off¬ 
ers free rice to the poor. 

“Our government is a 
pro-people government. I 
have already signed the file 
to release grants to conti¬ 
nue Anna Bhagya scheme,” 
he said in a press release 
on Saturday. 

Siddaramaiah’s threat 

Earlier in the day, former 
Chief Minister Siddara- 
maiah lambasted the go¬ 
vernment’s proposal to 
“meddle with” the Anna 
Bhagya scheme and said 
the party would launch 
protests if the Yediyurappa 
government reduced the 


quantity of rice and limited 
the number of beneficiar¬ 
ies. “These anti-poverty 
schemes are acting as a 
support system during this 
economic slowdown, 
which is a result of [Naren¬ 
dra] Modi’s short-sighted 
and careless approach to¬ 
wards policy-making. Any 
change to our pro-poor 
schemes will disturb the li¬ 
velihoods of many fami¬ 
lies,” he said. “I have also 
learnt that the govern¬ 
ment is not providing 
funds for Indira Canteens, 
which [cost] around ?200 
crore a year.” 

The BJP government has 
decided to conduct a sur¬ 
vey of BPL families for 
eliminating “bogus benefi¬ 
ciaries”. The Congress go¬ 
vernment launched the 
Anna Bhagya scheme to 
provide 30 kg of rice free of 
cost to 1.12 crore BPL fami¬ 
lies across the State. 


Tanker catches fire: Driver 
injured during escape bid 


STAFF REPORTER 

TUMAKURU 

A 25-year-old driving an oil 
tanker sustained head inju¬ 
ries after he jumped from 
the vehicle after it came in 
contact with a wire and 
caught fire near Somalapu- 
ra in Gubbi taluk of Tuma- 
kuru district on Saturday. 

The driver, Mohammed 
Pygan, lost control of the 


vehicle near Somalapura 
as he attempted to swerve 
to avoid an electric cable 
fallen on the road. The edi¬ 
ble oil tanker, which was go¬ 
ing to Nanjangud, near My- 
suru, from Mumbai, came 
in contact with the cable 
anyway and caught fire. 

Pygan is being treated at 
the Tumakuru district go¬ 
vernment hospital. 


the hope of getting approval 
for Cabinet expansion, he 
had to return empty-handed 
as the flood situation aggra¬ 
vated even as central BJP 
leaders too were busy fol¬ 
lowing the death of veteran 
leader Sushma Swaraj. 

On Friday, the Chief Mi¬ 
nister also called on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
various other Union Minis¬ 
ters to seek aid from the 
Centre for flood relief and to 
expedite development pro¬ 
jects in the State. 


More disgruntled MLAs to join BJP? 

The party is believed to be wooing them in order to strengthen its position in the Assembly 


LAIQH A. KHAN 

MYSURU 

Less than a month after the 
Congress-Janata Dal (S) coali¬ 
tion government lost the 
trust vote 99-105 in the State 
Assembly, speculation is rife 
that more JD(S) and Congress 
MLAs could join the saffron 
ranks in the State. 

As many as 17 MLAs, in¬ 
cluding three from the JD(S) 
and 12 from the Congress, re¬ 
signed from the Assembly 
last month, paving the way 
for the Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty’s B.S. Yediyurappa to be 


sworn in as Chief Minister. 
According to sources, some 
more MLAs from the two 
parties are expected to join 
the BJP in the coming days. 
“Some of them [disgruntled 
legislators] are in contact 
with the BJP leadership in 
Delhi,” a disqualified MLA 
told The Hindu on condition 
of anonymity. 

Contrary to reports that 
BJP leaders were reluctant to 
accommodate more migrant 
MLAs by alienating the loyal¬ 
ists who are nursing hopes of 
getting Cabinet berths, the 


party is believed to be woo¬ 
ing them in order to streng¬ 
then its position in the As¬ 
sembly. For, the longevity of 
the BJP government in the 
State now depends on the 
number of seats the party 
wins in the Assembly byelec¬ 
tions from 17 constituencies. 

The BJP, which has 105 
members in the Assembly at 
present, will need to have at 
least 113 members to cross 
the halfway mark in the 225- 
member House. “If they 
don’t win in at least 10 con¬ 
stituencies, the BJP govern¬ 


ment will be on shaky 
ground,” a source said. 
Hence, the BJP does not 
want to take any chances 
and is working out a strategy 
to secure the support of 
MLAs from other parties as a 
back up. 

However, the modalities 
for their entry into the BJP 
are still being worked out as 
the number of MLAs cross¬ 
ing over should be more 
than two-thirds the strength 
of the party in order to avoid 
provisions of the anti-defec¬ 
tion law. 


Schedule of 
meetings 

J anata Dal (S) 
national 
president H.D. 
Deve Gowda has 
announced a 
schedule for 
district-wise 
meetings of party 
leaders in 
Bengaluru under 
the chairmanship 
of State party 
president H.K. 
Kumaraswamy. 


PL BLIC NOTICE 


Notice h hereby given U» General 
Public that our Client Mr. NARESH 
V.A. S/o-, A.shok V.A., residing al 
No.2L Old No, 9. O 1 No. 4th Street, 
kanruiraj Road Cross, Bengaluru, 
has lost the original title document 
being Final Decree Passed in l 7 DP 
No. 3 DO13/2005, registered as docu¬ 
ment No. SHV-1 -03507-2007-0®* 
dated 15/12/2007, if any person/s 
who finds it is- requested to return 
the same to us at below mentioned 
address. 

[I.V. Naveen Kumar Rao 
RY. Sunil Kumar Rao, Advocates 
No.57, 1st Floor VecTapillai StrecL 
Near Commercial Street, B'lore-01. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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To Book Online 



For English titles : publications.thehindugroup.com/bookstore | For Tamil titles : www.tamil.thehindu.com/publications 
For Tamil Thisai titles : www.kamadenu.in/publications | For bulk booking, e-mail: bookstore@thehindu.co.in 


Avail the above offer by visiting our Regional/Branch Offices: (10 am to 6 pm) 

Ahmedabad 079 26561032 | Bangalore 080 30854000 | Chennai 98431 31323 | Coimbatore 90038 77778 
Hyderabad 040 33714000 | Hubli 0836 2335700 | Kochi 0484 2301653 | Kolkata 033 44023333 | Kozhikode 0495 2762202 
Madurai 0452 2528497 | Mangalore 0824 2417575 | Mumbai 022 22021099 | Mysore 0821 2420744 | New Delhi 011 43579797 
Puducherry 97890 69672| Pune 020 26139523 | Salem 0427 3001003 | Thanjavur 04362 272227 | Tirunelveli 0462 2580369 
Tiruchirapalli 0431 2302801 /9843126045 | Tirupati 0877 2255553 | Thiruvananthapuram 0471 2502001 | Vellore 70104 50939 
Vijayawada 0866 2553044/2552044 | Visakhapatnam 0891 2536159 | Toll free no: 1800 3000 1878 



Karnataka Food & Civil 
Supplies Corporation Ltd. 


(Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 

No. 16/1, Millers Tank Bed Area, Vasanthnagar, Bengaluru-52. 
Ph.: 080-22096662, 22096670 Fax: 080-22266299, 22096688 
E-mail: admnkfcsc123@yahoo.com 

No.: KFCSC/ADMN/STAFF/192B/2019-20 Date: 17.08.2019 


NOTIFICATION 


Karnataka Food & Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd. Bengaluru, 
invites Tender for "Providing Manpower Service at KFCSC 
office/unit Premises" on contractual basis. The tender form 
and other details can be obtained from the website: 

www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in 

Sd/- General Manager 


M 

Government of India 
Department of Atomic Energy 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
General Services Division 

120 

tlulC# 

-t-j ii.' ihj 

rwHuunu 

Post Bag no.1, Yelwal, Mysuru - 571130, 

Tel : 0821-240 6408 Fax : 0821-240 3064 

NOTICE INVITING e- TENDER 

TenderNo.:BARC/MYS/GSD/MECH-1/ WT-01/2019-20 

Superintending Engineer - GSD, BARC, Mysuru, invites For & onbehalf of President 
of India sealed it emrate tenders from experienced Contractor with sound financial 
& technical capacity for following work(s): 

SI. 

No. 

Description 

Details 

1 

Name of the Work 

Maintenance cum overhauling, breakdown 
maintenance, load testing etc. for various 
capacities of EOT Cranes & Monorail Hoists, 
Transport Wagons, Loading stands, Unloading 
stands etc. at BARC, Mysore 

2 

Estimated Cost 

Rs.21,40,000.00 (Rs. Twenty one lakh forty 
thousand only) 

3 

Completion Period 

12 months 

4 

Earnest Money 

Deposit 

Rs.42,800/- (Rs. Forty two thousand eight 
hundred only) 

5 

Sale of Tender 
Documents 

From 19.08.2019 (11:00 Hrs) to 

28.08.2019 (15.00 Hrs) 

Interested tenderers may please refer detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) 
for eligibility criteria and other details, which can be downloaded from web 
site www.tenderwizard.com/dae and www.barc.aov.in 

Superintending Engineer 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 

For & on behalf of the President of India 


Former Minister G.T. Deve 
Gowda, who has already 
drawn media attention with 
his pro-BJP remarks, had re¬ 
vealed that a section of party 
MLAs had expressed a desire 
to support the BJP govern¬ 
ment at a recent JD(S) Legis¬ 
lature Party meeting in Ben¬ 
galuru. His son Harish 
Gowda is being touted as a 
possible BJP candidate to 
contest from Hunsur As¬ 
sembly segment, from 
where former Minister A.H. 
Vishwanath had won as JD(S) 
candidate in 2018. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The general public are hereby 
notified that, my client, Smt. 
Jayamma, B.B., w/o Late B.B. 
Bopanna, resident of Hakattur 
village, Madikeri, Kodagu-571 252, is 
desirous of selling the schedule 
property to meet her legal 
necessities. 

Therefore, any person/s, financial 
institutions having any interest in the 
Schedule Property or any portion 
thereof or intending to oppose the 
sale of the Schedule Property or any 
portion thereof to third parties, may 
forward their written objections, with 
supporting documents, to the 
undersigned, within FIFTEEN days 
from the date of publication hereof 
for scrutiny. 

Any objections received thereafter 
will not be considered and my client 
would proceed with the completion of 
the sale, as if there are no third party 
claims or interest, and if any, are 
deemed to have been waived. 

SCHEDULE PROPERTY 
All that piece and parcel of the vacant 
residential property bearing Site No. 
46 , Property No. 16/p, Form No. 9 & 
10, Janjar No. 26, measuring East to 
West 60 feet and North to South 40 
feet, in all 2400 square feet, 
situated at Munimarayyana 
Doddi, Kannayankanahalli 
Agra ha ra, Bannerghatta Grama 
Panchayat, Jigani Hobli, Anekal 
Taluk, Bengaluru Urban District, 
and bounded on the 
East by : Road; 

West by : Site No.35; 

North by : Site No.45; and 
South by : Site No.47; 

(Prakash T. Hebbar) 

Advocate, 

No. SF-17, 2nd Floor, Hameed Shah 
Complex,Cubbonpet Main Road, 
Bengaluru-560 002. 
Bengaluru Date: 17.08.2019 


PUBLIC WORKS, PORT & INLAND WATER TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 
(National Highways) 

Office of the Executive Engineer, 

National Highway Division Vidyanagar, Kalaburagi- 585103 

E-mail: eenhdnklbg@gmail.com Phone No: 8123181614 


|No.EE/NHD/KLB/AE-1/NH-161 A/NIT/2019-20/657 

Date: 14-08-2019 | 

Tender Notification 



The Executive Engineer, National Highway Division, Kalaburagi, on behalf of Governor of 
Karnataka, invites tenders in Two Cover Bid System as per Karnataka Transparency in 
Public Procurement Act 2000 and as per KW-4 from Class-1 Contractors, Registered in 
KPWD for the maintenance of road work detailed in the table below. For detailed tender 
notification, conditions of contract and E-Tendering process etc., can be obtained by logging 
on to https://eprocure.gov.in. The details of work and time schedule are as under. 

Name of work: Providing Bituminous wearing course layer in worn out reaches of NH-161A 
from Aurad to Bidar Ring Road from KM 25.000 to 46.700 (Selected reaches) in Aurad & 
Bidar Talukas of Bidar district. Approximate value of work put to tender: Rs. 110.37/- Lakhs 
(excluding GST). Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security): Rs. 1,66,000/- (As per Clause 13.1 
of KW-4 Bid document). Tender Processing Fee : Rs. 3,000/- (Non Refundable).Period of 
Completion: 03 Months (including monsoon period). 

Particulars & Date and time: 

1. Sale of tender document (through online) : From 19.08.2019 and upto 18.09.2019 at 16:00 
Hours. 2. Last date & time for submission of tender quarries : 03.09.2019 Up to 17:00 Hours. 
3. Pre-bid meeting : 04.09.2019 at 11:00 Hours. 4. Last date for receipt of e-Tenders : 
18.09.2019 Up to 16.00 Hours. 5. Deadline for receiving the hard copies of uploaded 
documents (except financial bid) : 19.09.2019 at 11.00 Hours. 6. Opening of Technical Bid 
: 20.09.2019 at 16.00 Hours. 7. Opening of Financial Bid : To be notified after technical bid 
evaluation. 

Any other details can be obtained from this office during office. 

Sd/- Executive Engineer, National 
Highway Division Kalaburagi 

DIP/Kalaburagi/361/MC&A/2019-20 


A BG-BGE 
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Andhra Pradesh CM 
thanks Indian diaspora 


VIJAYAWADA 

Speaking at a reception 
hosted by the Indian 
Ambassador to the U.S. Harsh 
Vardhan Shringla at 
Washington D.C., A.P. Chief 
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy thanked the Indian 
diaspora for contributing to a 
strong foundation for the 
strategic partnership 
between the world's oldest 
and largest democracies. 

Suspect in triple talaq 
case released on bail 

KOZHIKODE 

E.K. Hussam, 32, who was 
arrested by the Mukkom 
police on Friday for allegedly 
divorcing his wife through the 
banned triple talaq provision, 
was released on bail on 
Saturday. He was the first in 
Kerala to be arrested under 
the Muslim Women 
(protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Act. 


Lending a helping hand in 
times of financial distress 

Marketing executives’ innovative solution to help colleagues who lose jobs 



The Sales Field Force Welfare Association holding a trade fair 
in Vizianagaram to help members meet their targets. 


K. SR INIVASA RAO 

VIZIANAGARAM 

A group of marketing execu¬ 
tives in Vizianagaram has 
come up with an innovative 
solution to take care of em¬ 
ployees who lose jobs at 
short notice in the Fast-Mov¬ 
ing Consumer Goods 
(FMCG) business. 

The executives have start¬ 
ed a Sales Field Force Wel¬ 
fare Association to provide 
loans up to ?5,000 per 
month to help them make 
ends meet on a temporary 
basis. “Our aim is to instil 
confidence among them dur¬ 
ing the time of crisis. We 
help them find new jobs and 
meet travel expenses to at¬ 
tend interviews. Later, they 
can repay us the money in 
easy instalments without 
any interest,” said P. Panaka- 
la Rao, president of the Asso¬ 


ciation which has 450 mem¬ 
bers. Each member has to 
contribute ^500 per year to 
the association which was 
established in 2003. The cor¬ 
pus enables them to also 
meet the medical expenses 
of the members. 


Earlier, the association al¬ 
lowed only marketing execu¬ 
tives as members. But it is 
now allowing sales person¬ 
nel of sectors like automo¬ 
biles, pharmaceuticals, home 
appliances and others to be¬ 
come members. To boost the 


sales of various companies, 
the association organised a 
trade fair in Vizianagaram 
from August 16 to 18. 

“Marketing executives 
learn several new techniques 
from one another through in¬ 
teractions at such events,” 
Mr. Panakala Rao said. 

Indian Groceries Compa¬ 
ny director Prasanna Kumar 
Durga welcomed the move 
and said companies would 
go for retrenchment as a last 
resort, to secure the organi¬ 
sation’s future. “With the en¬ 
try of multinational compa¬ 
nies into Tier-II cities like 
Vizianagaram, many small 
and medium businesses 
would face unexpected chal¬ 
lenges in marketing. It will 
have an adverse impact on 
the staff. The association’s 
helping hand at such a time 
is laudable,” he said. 


A.P. invites reverse tenders 
for Polavaram project 



The Andhra Pradesh government has put the estimated cost 
of the Polavaram project at ?4,988 crore. -file photo 


Govt, to start 
online bidding 
tomorrow 

STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

Disregarding the advice of 
R.K. Jain, CEO of the Polava¬ 
ram Project Authority (PPA), 
to abandon the idea of pre¬ 
closure and re-tendering, or 
keep it in abeyance till the 
Central government takes a 
considered view of the mat¬ 
ter, the Andhra Pradesh go¬ 
vernment issued a notifica¬ 
tion inviting reverse tenders 
for the construction of the 
Polavaram power house and 
head works, estimated to 
cost 14,988 crore. 

Online bidding will start 
on August 19 and close in 30 
days, and the bidders may 
visit https ://tender. 

apeprocurement.gov.in for 
the purpose. 

The invitation for reverse 
tenders follows the expert 


committee’s report that ir¬ 
regularities in the project 
implementation had caused 
a loss of nearly ?3,200 crore 
to the exchequer as the Engi¬ 
neering, Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) clause 
was blatantly violated. 

The YSRCP government, 
led by Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
recently cancelled the con¬ 
tract awarded to Navayuga 
Engineering Company Li¬ 
mited (NECL) and had since 


resolved to go in for reverse 
tendering. 

Talking to the media dur¬ 
ing a visit to flood-affected 
areas here. Water Resources 
Minister P. Anil Kumar said 
the tender documents were 
being uploaded and the 
price the government ex¬ 
pected to realise through re¬ 
verse tendering would be 
less than the base price, and 
the process was like that of 
any regular tender. 


Legal luminaries stress 
need for mediation 

‘It’s one way to reduce pending cases’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

At a day-long conclave or¬ 
ganised by the India Legal 
Research Foundation, legal 
luminaries said the country 
should accept mediation 
and arbitration as a formal 
route to resolve disputes, 
considering the huge num¬ 
ber of pending cases. 

Former Chief Justice of 
India M.N. Venkatacha- 
liah said the judiciary 
should adopt technology, 
including artificial intelli¬ 
gence, to mitigate delays. 
“Recognising and giving 
more importance to arbi¬ 


tration and mediation of 
disputes is one way to re¬ 
duce pending cases,” he 
said. About 34 million cas¬ 
es are pending resulting in 
precious loss of man hours 
and money notionally to 
the tune of t2 lakh crore 
per year, he said. 

Union Minister for High¬ 
ways Nitin Gadkari, 
through video conference, 
said the country needed 
an independent, fair, arbi¬ 
tration system to resolve 
disputes. “The contractors 
are the worst-hit, they nev¬ 
er get justice and are des¬ 
troyed because of delays.” 


Pet dogs save goat herd amid Kerala floods 



Tending to the flock: Janaki Aruma, left, and Sally Varma 
feeding the dogs and goats on Saturday, -sakeer hussain 


ABDU L LATHEEF NAHA 

MALAPPURAM 

Country dogs they might be, 
but five pet dogs in Kerala 
could have won awards at 
any prestigious sheepdog 
trials as they guarded and 
guided a herd of 47 goats and 
a brood hens for four days 
amid torrential rain and 
floods. When Janaki Amma 
and her family were forced 
to evacuate their home in 
Nedumkayam tribal colony, 
near Nilambur in central 
Kerala last week due to 
floods, there was little they 
could do for their livestock 
and pet dogs. But Janaki Am¬ 
ma left the cages open hop¬ 
ing the animals would sur¬ 
vive nature’s fury. 

And when she returned 
from the relief camp after 
four days, she found her 


herd hungry but safe. When 
the floodwaters rose in the 
colony, the dogs had guided 
the goats to higher ground, 
even carrying four goat kids 
to safety. 

“All of them were very 
hungry, almost on the verge 


of collapse. Yet, they took 
care of each other,” said Sal¬ 
ly Varma, Humane Society 
International (HIS) outreach 
coordinator, who examined 
the animals and provided 
100 kg goat feed and 50 kg 
dog food. Janaki Amma’s son 


Kalesh said his family had 
faith in their dogs that they 
would not only desist from 
causing any harm to the 
goats but also protect them 
from the floodwaters. 

“It was an amazing sight 
of coexistence we ought to 
learn from them. When I 
brought them food, all three 
groups were seen eating vo¬ 
raciously from the same con¬ 
tainer,” said Ms. Varma. 

The HIS reached out to 
the tribal family with animal 
food at a time when no dog 
food or goat feed was availa¬ 
ble in the markets around, 
most of which have been hit 
by the floods. “When we of¬ 
fered help, Janaki Amma ac¬ 
cepted the food for the ani¬ 
mals alone. She refused to 
accept anything for her fami¬ 
ly, said Ms Varma. 


Fire in furniture godown 
kills one in Bengaluru 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

A 25-year-old worker suffo¬ 
cated to death when a fire 
broke out at a furniture go- 
down in D.J. Halli early Sa¬ 
turday morning. Four work¬ 
ers, who were sleeping in 
the factory at the time es¬ 
caped but sustained inju¬ 
ries, said the police, who 
have filed a case of negli¬ 
gence against factory owner 
Mansoor Khan. 

“The deceased has been 
identified as Mullar, who 
hails from Uttar Pradesh. He 
ran into the toilet when the 
fire broke out, and was suf¬ 
focated,” said the police. 

The injured workers - 
Gulmar, Nazeer, Muneer 
and Muzbair - are recover¬ 


ing in a private hospital. 
They went to the terrace 
and raised an alarm, follow¬ 
ing which neighbours alert¬ 
ed fire and emergency ser¬ 
vices. “Their condition is 
stable,” said the police. 

It took fire and emergen¬ 
cy personnel three hours to 
douse the blaze. The police 
suspect the blaze was the re¬ 
sult of an electrical short 
circuit. 

“It spread quickly as fa¬ 
bric and cushion materials 
were stocked in the go- 
down. We have arrested 
Khan for negligence, and 
are questioning him. The 
workers given shelter in the 
building, but no safety mea¬ 
sures were in place,” said 
the police. 


SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY 


(E 


RECRUITMENT AGAINST CULTURAL QUOTA 
in Group 'C' categories for the year 2019-20 
(Employment Notice No. 02/2019 [Cultural]) 


South Western Railway invites applications in the prescribed format from eligible 
candidates for 02 Group 'C' posts to be recruited in Level-2 in VII CPC Pay Matrix 
(Pay Band-1 Rs.5200-20200 in Grade Pay Rs.1900 in VI CPC) against Cultural 
Quota for the year 2019-20 in the following disciplines:- 


SI. No. 

Discipline 

Number of Posts 

1 

Indian Classical Dance 

01 

2 

Light Vocal (Hindusthani or Carnatic Music Style) 

01 


AGE : 18 - 30 years as on 01-01-2020. 

(Details of Age Relaxation for SC / ST / OBC / Resident of Jammu & Kashmir / 
Serving Railway Employees / Staff of Quasi Administrative offices or organisations 
such as Railway Consumer Co-operative Societies, Canteens and Institutes / 
Widows / Divorced Women / Women judicially separated from husbands, who are 
not remarried / PWDs / Ex-Servicemen, etc. available on website). 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATION: 

a) Indian Classical Dance : Possession of Degree / Diploma / Certificate in 
Indian Classical Dance from Government recognized institute. 

b) Light Vocal (Hindusthani or Carnatic Music Style) : Possession of Degree / 
Diploma / Certificate in Music (Light Vocal in Hindustani or Carnatic Style) from 
Government recognized institute. 

DESIRABLE: 

a) Experience in the field and performance given on AIR/Doordarshan etc. 

b) Prizes won at National level. 

MINIMUM PRESCRIBED EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION: 


Post 


Group ’C’ 
categories 
in Level 2 
of VII CPC 
Pay 
Matrix 
(Pay 
Band-1 
Rs. 5,200- 
20,200 in 
Grade Pay 
Rs. 1,900 
in VI CPC) 


Essential Minimum Prescribed Qualification 


12 th (+2 stage) or its equivalent with not less than 50% marks in 
aggregate for NTPC categories. 50% marks is not insisted upon in 
the case of SC / ST / Ex. Servicemen / Persons With Disabilities 
(PWD) candidates. 50% marks is also not insisted upon in the case 
of candidates who possess qualifications higher than the essential 
minimum prescribed qualification. 


OR 


(II) 


Matriculation Plus Course Completed Act Apprenticeship / ITI 
approved by NCVT / SCVT (Diploma in Engineering is not 
considered as an alternative higher qualification. Act 
Apprenticeship / ITI is the only qualification and no other 
qualification including Diploma in Engineering is accepted as an 
alternative qualification on the ground of being a higher 
qualification in the same line of training) Authority : RBE No. 
13/2019 issued under Railway Board's letter No. 
E(NG)II/2018/RR-I/51 dated 16-01-2019. 


For detailed Notification and application form, visit website : www.rrchubli.in 
& www.swr.indianrailways.gov.in 

Opening Date : 17-08-2019. Closing Date : 17.45 Hours of 16-09-2019 (Closing 
date for the candidates from far flung areas is 17.45 Hours of 01-10-2019). 

Deputy Chief Personnel Officer/IR 
For Principal Chief Personnel Officer 
PUB/176/AAAK/PRB/SWR/2019-20 South Western Railway, Hubballi 


GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA 
'00 WATER RESOURCE DEPARTMENT 

KARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED 

Executive Engineer, KNNL, KPC Division No-2, Bhalki. 

No. KNNL/EE/KPC2/TS-2/2019-20/ 521 dted: 13-08-2019 

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 
(Only Through e-procurement System), 
in Two cover system 

Tenders in Electronic mode on "PERCENTAGE BASIS" are invited on behalf of the 
Managing Director, KNNL, Bangalore, by the Executive Engineer, KNNL ,K P C 
Division No.2, Bhalki for Construction and Improvements to CC road and drains 
under SCP Head of SC Extension area at Belur village under Chulkinala Project in 
Two cover system (cover 1 and cover II), from the Category-Ill contractors/firm/ 
company enrolled under KNNL of Karnataka State who fulfill the qualifying 
conditions, for the details mentioned below. 

S.No 

Perticulars 

Calendar of events 

1 

The Contractor can have access to the e-tender 
document, i.e. the Tender schedules, bid 
documents and other documents in the web 
site www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on payment of 
transaction fee (non- refundable) from 

From 21-08-2019 to 
05-09-2019 up to 16.00 

Hrs 

2 

Last Date for submission of quarries if any is 
on or before 

03-09-2019 up to 17.00 

Hrs 

3 

Pre-Bid meeting at office of the Chief Engineer, 
KNNL, IP Zone, Kalaburagi 

04-09-2019 @ 11.00 Hrs 

4 

The Last date of Submission of completed 
tender documents( cover- 1 and cover- II) 

05-09-2019 up to 16.00 

Hrs 

5 

Date of Opening of Technical Bid (Cover -1) 

06-9-2019 @ 17.00 Hrs 

6 

The Financial bid of pre-qualified Contractors 
will be opened on i.e., Cover II. 

09-09-2019 @ 17.00 Hrs 

Amount put to tender Rs. 190.70 Lakhs. EMD Rs. 1.91 Lakhs for all details & 
information can be had from the office of the under signed during office hours 
(Phone No- 08484-262257) and visit website www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in 

Sd/- Executive Engineer, 

KNNL, KPC, Division no-2 Bhalki. 

DIP/Bidar/1 73/MC&A/2019-20 


GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA 

00 WATER RESOURCE DEPARTMENT 

KARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED 

Executive Engineer, KNNL, KPC Division No-2, Bhalki. 

No. KNNL/EE/KPC2/TS-2/2019-20/530 dted: 14-08-2019 

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 
(Only Through e-procurement System), 
in Two cover system 

Tenders in Electronic mode on "PERCENTAGE BASIS" are invited on behalf of 
the Managing Director, KNNL, Bangalore, by the Executive Engineer, KNNL ,KPC 
Division No.2, Bhalki for Strenghening and Beautifucation of Ml and ZP tanks by 
Providing desilting, bund improvements, pitching work etc., Complete under 
Basavakalyan Taluka, Bidar District in Two cover system (cover 1 and cover II), from 
the Category-Ill contractors/firm/company enrolled under KNNL of Karnataka State 
who fulfill the qualifying conditions, for the details mentioned below. 

S.No 

Perticulars 

Calendar of events 

1 

The Contractor can have access to the e-tender 
document, i.e. the Tender schedules, bid 
documents and other documents in the web 
site www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on payment of 
transaction fee (non- refundable) from 

From 22-08-2019 to 
10-09-2019 up to 16.00 

Hrs 

2 

Last Date for submission of quarries if any is 
on or before 

06-09-2019 up to 17.00 

Hrs 

3 

Pre-Bid meeting at office of the Chief Engineer, 
KNNL, IP Zone, Kalaburagi 

07-09-2019 @ 11.00 Hrs 

4 

The Last date of Submission of completed 
tender documents( cover- 1 and cover- II) 

10-09-2019 up to 16.00 

Hrs 

5 

Date of Opening of Technical Bid (Cover -1) 

12-9-2019 @ 17.00 Hrs 

6 

The Financial bid of pre-qualified Contractors 
will be opened on i.e., Cover II. 

13-09-2019 @ 17.00 Hrs 

Amount put to tender Rs. 440.00 Lakhs. EMD Rs. 4.40 Lakhs for all details & 
information can be had from the office of the under signed during office hours 
(Phone No- 08484-262257) and visit website www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in 

Sd/- Executive Engineer, 

KNNL, KPC, Division no-2 Bhalki. 

DIP/Bidar/1 76/MC&A/2019-20 
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Fire at AIIMS forces 
evacuation of patients 

NEW DELHI 

A fire broke out in the 
teaching block at AIIMS here 
on Saturday, destroying 
samples and medical reports 
and forcing evacuation of 
some patients, officials said. 
No casualties were reported. 
Patients from some floors of 
the AB ward, close to the 
Microbiology department 
where the blaze started at 
around 5 p.m., were 
evacuated along with those 
in operation theatres above, 
officials said, pti 

NIT teacher, wife found 
dead in staff quarters 

BHUBANESWAR 

An assistant professor of the 
National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), Rourkela, 
and his wife were found dead 
in the campus staff quarters 
on Saturday. The deceased, 
identified as R. Jayabalan, 37, 
an assistant professor in the 
life science department, and 
his wife, Malavi Kesavan, 35, 
were found at their home. 

The couple hailed from Erode 
district in Tamil Nadu. 

Police bust illegal brown 
sugar factory in Manipur 

IMPHAL 

The Manipur police on 
Saturday busted an illegal 
drug factory for 
manufacturing brown sugar in 
Lilong here on Saturday. The 
house belonged to 
Moijingmayum Mohammad, 
41, officials said. Around 180 
kg of brown sugar, along with 
several ingredients and 
drug-making equipment, 
were seized, said an official. 

Two Bangladeshis killed 
in Kolkata road accident 

KOLKATA 

Two Bangladesh nationals 
were killed and one person 
was injured when a speeding 
car hit them after being 
rammed into by another 
vehicle in Kolkata on 
Saturday, police said. The 
incident occurred around 1.50 
a.m. near Shakespeare Sarani 
and Loudon Street, an official 
said. The occupants of the car 
received minor injuries, pti 


Panel to review Char Dham highway 


SC modifies NGT order, sets up independent committee headed by environmentalist 



Road to disaster 

Environmentalist concerns that have been 
highlighted by NGT include: 

■ Many sites of the mountain slopes along 
Char Dham highways have become 
unstable, and critical landslip zones have 
been activated 

■ There have been flash floods in Alaknanda 
valley and Bhagirathi valley, and earthquakes 
in Chamoli and Uttarkashi 

■ Road widening activity is a major 
trigger for Landslips 

■ Cutting of trees loosens the soil and makes 
slopes unstable, and the project involves 
cutting the base of steep mountain slopes 
and Devdhar, Ton and Kail trees 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has or¬ 
dered the setting up of an in¬ 
dependent committee take a 
view on whether the 
Centre’s ambitious 900 kilo¬ 
metre, H2,000 crore ambi¬ 
tious Char Dham project to 
improve road network con¬ 
necting pilgrimage spots in 
Uttarakhand, needs to be 
“revised” to minimise its ec¬ 
ological damage. 

The project proposes the 
widening of single lane roads 
into double lanes by up to 10 
metres, developing high¬ 
ways in Uttarakhand and 
thereby improving access to 
the Char Dham (four shrines) 
- Yamunotri, Gangotri, Ba- 
drinath and Kedar Nath. 

It has also evoked wides¬ 
pread concern among envi¬ 
ronmentalists, and has been 
challenged in the courts. 

Environmentalist groups, 
led by the Dehradun-based 
Citizens for Green Doon, had 
filed petitions last February 
in the National Green Tribu¬ 
nal (NGT) contending that 
the project was proceeding 


without environmental clea¬ 
rances and debris was being 
disposed haphazardly. The 
fragile Himalayan hills slopes 
were being cut open indis¬ 
criminately and the project 
posed an environmental 
threat, the petitioners said. 

NGT nod 

However, on September 26, 
the NGT ruled that an envi¬ 
ronmental clearance wasn’t 
required and allowed the 
project to proceed but with 


several caveats. A seven- 
member committee of ex¬ 
perts led by a former judge 
of the Uttarakhand court was 
to ensure that an environ¬ 
mental management plan 
would be in place and pro¬ 
perly adhered to, the NGT 
said. 

Subsequently, the NGT 
nod for the project was 
stayed by the Supreme Court 
on technical grounds. 

But on August 8, the apex 
court backed portions of the 


Tribunal’s order allowing the 
project to continue with as¬ 
sessment by an independent 
committee. 

The order, which was 
made available late on Fri¬ 
day, modified portions of the 
earlier NGT order regarding 
the constitution of the High 
Powered Committee (HPC). 
Instead of being headed by a 
judge, it would be led by Ravi 
Chopra, the Director of the 
Dehradun People’s Science 
Institute. 


It would also have repre¬ 
sentatives from the Depart¬ 
ment of Space, the Wildlife 
Institute of India, Dehradun, 
and a representative from 
the Ministry of Defence. 

Mr. Chopra has been 
strongly critical of the Char 
Dham project and has fre¬ 
quently spoken of the impact 
of large hydro-power pro¬ 
jects and constructions on 
the Himalayan ecology. 

Four-month deadline 

The Chopra committee is ex¬ 
pected to make assessments 
and give recommendations 
to the Road Transport Minis¬ 
try within four months, the 
SC said. The Committee 
would consider the “cumula¬ 
tive and independent im¬ 
pact” of the on the Hima¬ 
layan ecology. 

It also had the prerogative 
to “give directions” to con¬ 
duct environment impact as¬ 
sessments by the project 
proponents or the Highways 
Ministry. “The HPC should 
consider whether revision of 
the project should at take 
place,” the SC order notes. 


4,000 women tie rakhis to MLA 

6,000 invitation receipts were collected, a BJP worker said 


Govt, set to launch 
traders’ pension plan 

Scheme likely to begin from August 19 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

A pension scheme for small 
traders, one of the priorities 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government in the 
first 100 days of its second 
term, is likely to have a soft 
launch on the evening of Au¬ 
gust 19, two officials from 
the Union Labour and Em¬ 
ployment Ministry said. 

According to the Minis¬ 
try’s 100-day plan, the Prad- 
han Mantri Laghu Vyapari 
Maan-Dhan scheme will tar¬ 
get enrolling 25 lakh sub¬ 
scribers in 2019-2020 and 2 
crore by 2023-2024. Apart 
from an online portal that 
will be launched, people 


will be able to apply for the 
scheme through the com¬ 
mon service centres already 
in place for other schemes. 

Modelled on the pension 
scheme for the unorganised 
sector workers launched in 
the first term of the Modi go¬ 
vernment, the scheme for 
traders was among the pro¬ 
posals passed by the Cabi¬ 
net on May 31 in its first 
meeting after re-election. 
The scheme was notified by 
the Ministry on July 22, the 
date from which it will be 
considered applicable. 

Traders aged between 18 
and 40 who have an annual 
turnover of less than H.5 
crore are eligible. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

More than 4,000 women on 
Saturday flocked to an open 
field to tie rakhis to local BJP 
MLA Vishvas Sarang. 

As Mr. Sarang entered the 
field in Subhash Nagar to the 
thumping beats of Yeh Desk 
Hai Veer Jawano Ka , waving 
at women and children with 
an arm dangling with rakhis, 
the host announced: “We’ll 
not call him an MLA today. 
He is our bhaiyya (elder 
brother).” 

Dhurwati Yadav, who has 
been attending the week- 
long event since 2009, when 
it began, said: “Since bhaiy¬ 
ya invited us, we had to 
come”. 

After waiting in line 15 mi¬ 
nutes, she tied him a rakhi. 



bearing faces of Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah. 
In return, she received a gift 
- a wallet - and a free meal. 
Last year, each woman got 
an umbrella. 

For the past one week, 
about 100-150 women BJP 
workers knocked on each 
door of the area, part of the 


Narela constituency that Mr. 
Sarang represents, to invite 
women to the event. 

Mamata Goswami, a 
worker in-charge of one of 
the wards, said more than 
6,000 invitation receipts 
were collected, each having 
the invitee’s name, address 
and phone number. 

The invitation read: “It is 
because of the love and 
blessings of you sisters that 
the path of progress under¬ 
taken by this brother has lit 
up”. 

Surrounded by boys fe¬ 
verishly dancing to music, 
she said only women bet¬ 
ween 18 and 60 are allowed 
to tie rakhis to the MLA. 

Mr. Sarang has planned si¬ 
milar events in different 
parts of the constituency. 


11 lose sight after 
cataract surgery 

Govt, revokes Indore hospital’s licence 



A view of the hospital in Indore, ■special arrangement 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Madhya Pradesh go¬ 
vernment on Saturday re¬ 
voked the licence of a priv¬ 
ate hospital in Indore where 
11 elderly persons, who un¬ 
derwent cataract surgeries 
on August 8, suffered signifi¬ 
cant impairment of vision 
due to infection. 

“As a result of the loss of 
eyesight of 11 patients who 
underwent cataract surger¬ 
ies at your hospital on Au¬ 
gust 8, this is to inform you 
of the cancellation of your li¬ 
cence under Section 6(1) of 
the Madhya Pradesh Upcha- 
ryagriha Tatha Rujopchar 
Samabandi Sthapnaye (Re- 
gistrikaran Tatha Anugya- 
pan) Adhiniyam, 1973,” Dis¬ 
trict Chief Medical and 
Health Officer (CMHO) Pra- 
vin Jadia wrote in a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Director of 
the Indore Eye Hospital. 

District Collector Lokesh 
Kumar Jatav, however, told 
The Hindu that the patients 
had not lost their sight com¬ 
pletely but were suffering 
from “blurry vision” due to 
infection after the surgeries. 
“They have been shifted to 
the best eye hospital in the 
city and will undergo correc¬ 
tive surgeries. A team from 
Sankara Nethralaya from 
Chennai will perform the 
procedure. At this stage, we 
don’t know what caused the 
infection.” 

Under the Union Health 


Ministry’s National Pro¬ 
gramme for Control of Blind¬ 
ness, 14 persons aged bet¬ 
ween 45 and 85, 10 from 
Dhar district and four from 
Indore, underwent the sur¬ 
geries on the day. Later, 11 of 
them complained of blurry 
vision. They have been shift¬ 
ed to Choithram Hospital 
and Research Centre in the 
city. 

The private hospital had 
conducted 386 cataract sur¬ 
geries under the programme 
from April to August 8. A 
three-member team com¬ 
prising the Additional Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate (ADM) and 
two government ophthal¬ 
mologists had been consti¬ 
tuted to inquire into the 
case, said Mr. Jatav. 

A district health official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said, “Private 
hospitals get paid on the ba¬ 
sis of the number of success¬ 
ful surgeries.” 

Meanwhile, Chief Minis¬ 
ter Kamal Nath announced a 
compensation of ^50,000 
for each of the affected per¬ 
sons. 

“Our priority is to save 
their vision at this point,” Ji- 
tu Patwari, Higher Educa¬ 
tion Minister, told reporters. 
“The operation theatre has 
been sealed. Those responsi¬ 
ble for negligence will be 
punished. Even the doctor 
who underestimated the ex¬ 
tent of the infection will be 
punished,” he said. 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 


Forecast for Sunday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, 
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Bihar and Chhattisgarh 


CITY 

RAIN MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

... 0.1....35.0... 

.26.5 

Kozhikode... 

.2.6.. 

..29.3... 

.24.2 

Ahmedabad. 

... 0.2....29.2... 

.25.6 

Kurnool. 


..35.4... 

.26.3 

Aizawl. 

.-....26.1... 

.21.3 

Lucknow. 

.15.0.. 

..33.3... 

.24.4 

Allahabad. 

.-....33.4... 

.27.0 

Madurai. 

.25.2.. 

..38.4... 

.24.6 

Bengaluru. 

... 3.1....28.6... 

.20.0 

Mangaluru.. 

.40.0.. 

..28.6... 

.22.7 

Bhopal. 

. 16.4....28.8... 

.23.2 

Mumbai. 

.4.7.. 

..30.8... 

.25.8 

Bhubaneswar... 

. 23.4....35.6... 

.25.6 

Mysuru. 

.11.4.. 


.19.3 

Chandigarh. 

. 18.2....32.9... 

.26.1 

New Delhi .. 

.7.3.. 

..32.5... 

.25.2 

Chennai. 

.-....35.8... 

.24.3 

Patna . 

.16.4.. 

..28.8... 

.23.2 

Coimbatore. 

... 0.7....31.3... 

.23.2 

Port Blair.... 

.85.6.. 

..29.9... 

.23.3 

Dehradun. 

. 13.7....30.7... 

.24.0 

Puducherry. 

.50.8.. 

..27.9... 

.23.1 

Gangtok. 

. 13.8—23.1... 

.18.0 

Pune. 

.3.9.. 

..27.9... 

.21.6 

Goa. 

... 6.8....30.0... 

.25.6 

Raipur. 


..33.5... 

.26.4 

Guwahati. 

. 13.7....29.6... 

.26.4 

Ranchi. 

.26.2.. 

..30.4... 

.22.6 

Hubballi. 

.-....27.0... 

.21.0 

Shillong. 

.31.5.. 

..22.2... 

.17.1 

Hyderabad. 

.-....33.4... 

.24.7 

Shimla. 

.40.0.. 

..19.8... 

.16.5 

Imphal. 

... 1.2....28.7... 

.22.5 

Srinagar. 


..29.6... 

.16.0 

Jaipur. 

. 20.1....29.9... 

.22.4 

Thiruvananthapuram.0.5.. 

..31.9... 

.23.8 

Kochi. 

. 10.2....27.0... 

.23.4 

Tiruchi. 

.11.5.. 

..37.5... 

.24.6 

Kohima. 

. 13.8....26.2... 

.17.7 

Vijayawada. 

.21.4.. 

..36.9... 

.26.0 

Kolkata. 

137.6....34.1... 

.24.6 

Visakhapatnam.-.. 

..32.6... 

.27.5 

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 




Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

Yesterday 



CITIES 

SO 2 NO 2 CO 

PM2.5 

PMIO CODE 




Ahmedabad. 

53 .42 .82 

....59 

.114 ....a 




Bengaluru. 

..- .55 100 

....36 

...58 ....a 

In observation made at 


Chennai. 

11 .14 .55 

....28 

...14 ....a 

6.00 p.m., Vatva, Gujarat 
recorded an overall air 

Delhi. 

..- .05 107 

....18 

...21 ....a 

quality index (AQI) score of 

Hyderabad. 

54 .60 .12 

....63 

.111 ....a 

135 indicating an unhealthy 

Kolkata. 

02 .40 .18 

....39 

...33 ....a 

level of pollution. In 


Lucknow. 

05 .22 .63 

....32 


contrast, Narnaul, Haryana 
recorded a healthv AOI 

Mumbai. 

14 .16 .09 

....41 

.145 ....a 

score of 17 



Pune. 

74 .08 .67 

....59 

...59 ....a 




Visakhapatnam 

25 .22 .34 

....70 

...95 ....a 





Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Woman gets 
alimony after 
27-year fight 


Woman chided for 4th 
child dies in labour 

No doctor attended to her, says family 


Relive India’s naval history 
inside underground museum 

President will inaugurate restored military bunker today 


* 



History unravels: A part of the British-era bunker that was 
found underneath the Raj Bhavan in Mumbai, -vivek bendre 


SATYA SUNDAR BARIK 

BHUBANESWAR 

Twenty-seven years after 
filing a case seeking main¬ 
tenance from her es¬ 
tranged husband, a woman 
in Bhubaneswar now sees 
a glimmer of hope of get¬ 
ting regular alimony. 

In the long court battle, 
the woman not only had to 
justify her rightful claim 
for an allowance, but also 
had to establish the identi¬ 
ty of her husband as the 
man she was really mar¬ 
ried to. 

The curious case of Sab- 
ita Chand, now 56, and her 
estranged husband Ashok 
Kumar Das alias Ashok Ku¬ 
mar Chand has hopefully 
come to an end, with a fa¬ 
mily court in Bhubaneswar 
directing immediate re¬ 
lease of a maintenance fee 
to her. 

Ashok Kumar Chand, 
who worked in the Indian 
Railways, had married Ms. 
Chand in 1985 by conceal¬ 
ing his identity. 

In 1992, Ms. Chand filed 
a case in the court seeking 
maintenance. Earlier this 
month, the court directed 
the bank manager to 
transfer one-third of his 
pension to Ms. Chand. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

A pregnant woman who was 
chided by the Shahjahanpur 
District Magistrate for con¬ 
ceiving a fourth child died 
during labour on Saturday. 

In a video that went viral 
on Friday, Rekha, a resident 
of Singha village in the dis¬ 
trict’s Mirzapur area, was 
seen complaining to DM In- 
dra Vikram Singh against 
the government hospital ad¬ 
ministration for not admit¬ 
ting her. In turn, Mr. Singh 
derided her for expecting 
her fourth child. “Tumhe 
sharm nahin aati (Don’t you 
feel ashamed),” the official 
was heard saying. When the 
local media approached 
him for a comment, Mr. 
Singh is reported to have 
said that he didn’t believe in 
answering impromptu 
questions. 

On Saturday, Rekha 
passed away during labour. 
Her family members 
claimed that despite the 
DM’s intervention, no doc¬ 
tor had come to see her after 
she was admitted at the go¬ 
vernment hospital. “She felt 
disheartened and said that 
she should be taken out of 



Indra Vikram Singh 

the hospital,” said the wo¬ 
man’s brother-in-law 
Mukesh. 

Pooja Pandey, the spokes¬ 
person for Pandit Ram Pra¬ 
sad Bismil Memorial Hospi¬ 
tal is reported to have told 
local journalists that the 
pregnant woman hadn’t vi¬ 
sited the hospital to get ad¬ 
mitted. The hospital, ho¬ 
wever, had admitted her 
after the DM intervened. 
Ms. Pandey said that as per 
the woman’s ultrasound re¬ 
port the delivery was due on 
August 28 and that as she 
was anaemic, the hospital 
had asked her family mem¬ 
bers to arrange for blood. 
However, the relatives had 
insisted on taking her away, 
she said. 


SHAR AD VYAS 

MUMBAI 

Thousands of visitors to 
Mumbai’s sea-facing Raj 
Bhavan will now be able to 
relive the finest moments of 
India’s naval history inside 
an underground bunker mu¬ 
seum. On Sunday, President 
Ram Nath Kovind will inaug¬ 
urate the bunker museum, 
which is spread across 
15,000 square feet. 

Governor Ch. Vidyasagar 
Rao had discovered the 
bunker last year, along with 
two identical cannons, atop 
the foothills of Raj Bhavan, 
which is situated at the tip of 
south Mumbai. 

Strategic lookout point 

The bunker dates back to the 
pre-World War I era and is 
believed to have been an as¬ 
set of the battery stationed 
near the coast to defend 
Bombay Castle from naval 
attacks, officials said. The 
restored bunker houses vir¬ 
tual reality booths, which 
will help visitors time travel 
to the 19th century, when 
the underground tunnel was 
used strategically to fire can¬ 
nons at approaching enemy 


ships, officials said. 

The twin cannons - 4.7 
metre in length and 1.15 
metre in diameter - were 
found covered in mud 25 
metres apart from each oth¬ 
er. The bunker resembles a 
fort and is made up of 13 
rooms, which can be ac¬ 
cessed by passing through a 
20-foot-tall gate. The rooms 
bear names such as Shell 
Store, Gun Shell, Cartridge 
Store, Shell Lift, Pump, Cen¬ 
tral Artillery Store, and 
Workshop. The under¬ 
ground passage has a proper 
drainage system and inlets 
for fresh air and light. 

As part of the restoration 
process, a structural audit of 


the bunker was conducted 
and structural strengthening 
was carried out later. 

An official at Raj Bhavan 
said, “We have ensured that 
all the original features of 
the bunker have been res¬ 
tored. We have developed 
the bunker for adaptive 
reuse as a museum by incor¬ 
porating virtual reality on 
the themes of cannon-firing 
experience, history of Raj 
Bhavan and a glimpse of the 
forts of Maharashtra.” The 
official said the dioramas of 
cannons and soldiers, and 
optical illusions of a bunker 
of infinite length and can¬ 
nons have been created for 
the museum. 


Bihar MLA booked under 
UAPA after seizure of AK-47 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA 

Controversial Bihar independent 
MLA and strongman Anant Singh 
has been booked under the Un¬ 
lawful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA) after the seizure of a 
AK-47 rifle and grenade from his 
ancestral house, police said on 
Saturday. 

Patna (Rural) Superintendent 
of Police Kantesh Kumar Mishra 


said that the use of weapon in 
“some big incidents” could not 
be ruled out. The case is being 
probed and police will act as per 
the evidence that comes up dur¬ 
ing the investigation, he said to 
questions whether the MLA will 
be arrested. 

The police had raided Mr. 
Singh’s house, who is a multiple 
term MLA from Mokama, follow¬ 
ing a tip-off, he said. 


ANNA UNIVERSITY 

CHENNAI - 600 025 

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH 


ADMISSION TO 

Ph. 0. PROGRAMME - JANUARY 2020 


Applications are invited for admission to Ph.D. 
programme for January 2020 session and 
Anna Centenary Research Fellowship of this 
University. The details such as eligibility, fee 
and other informations are available at 
https://cfr.annauniv.edu from 19.08.2019 to 
07.09.2019. 

Candidates have to apply online through the 
above link. Last date for online submission of 
filled-in applications is 07.09.2019 at 5.30 p.m. For 
further details please refer the above website. 

DIPR/917/Display/2019 _ REGISTRAR i/c 




GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

(Training Wing) ■ Alandur Road, Guindy, Chennai ■ 600 032. 

Ref.No.30900/Pur1/2019 NOTICE INVITING TENDER Dt: 14/08/2019 

Sealed Tenders in Two covers system are invited from Indian manufacturers / Authorized Dealer for the 
supply of Machineries & Equipment's (Fitter, Turner, Electrician, Wireman, Marine Engine Fitter, MMV, 
Mech (Diesel), Mech Refrigeration & Air conditioning, Fashion Design & Technology, Sewing 
Technology, Lift & Escalator mechanic & Welder) and Language lab software for Various Government 
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) functioning across the State of Tamil Nadu for imparting practical Training. 

The details of Machineries and software to be procured along with specifications are mentioned in the tender 
documents. The tender documents shall be obtained from the office of the Commissioner of Employment and 
Training, Alandur Road, T.V.K. Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032 on any working day between 10.00 
AM and 5.00 PM. The tender document can also be downloaded from the Government tender website 
www.tenders.tn.gov.in or from the departmentwebsite www.skilltraining.tn.gov.in at free of cost. 


1 

EMD 

1% of the total quoted amount in respect of Each schedule. 

2 

Sale of tender document from 

19-08-2019 to 18-09-2019 upto 11.00 AM (on all working days) 

3 

Pre-bid meeting 

28-08-2019 at 11.00 AM at the above venue 

4 

Last date for receipt of tender 

18-09-2019 upto 3.00 PM 

5 

Date, time and place of opening 
the tender 

18-09-2019 at 3.30 PM. Conference Hall, O/o Commissioner of 
Employment and Training, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032 


dipr / 2803 / tender / 2019 Joint Director (Apprenticeship Training) / Tender Inviting Authority 
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India, Bhutan vow 
to strengthen ties 


A traditional Chipdrel pro¬ 
cession and welcome cere¬ 
mony was held at the Tash- 
ichhodzong Palace here for 
Prime Minister Modi before 
his audience with the Bhuta¬ 
nese King and his wife 
Queen Jetsun Pema. The ce¬ 
remony symbolises the pur¬ 
ification of path along which 
the guests are led. 

Mr. Modi also launched 
the RuPay Card in Bhutan by 
making a purchase at Sim- 
tolcha Dzong, built in 1629 
by Shabdrung Namgyal, 
which functions as a monas¬ 
tic and administrative 
centre. 

Digital payments 

“I am very happy that today 
we have launched RuPay 
card in Bhutan. This will 
further enhance our rela¬ 
tionship in digital pay¬ 
ments, and trade and tou¬ 
rism he said. 

On increasing the curren¬ 


cy swap limit for Bhutan un¬ 
der the SAARC currency 
swap framework, Mr. Modi 
said India’s approach is 
“positive”. He said an addi¬ 
tional $100 million would be 
available to Bhutan under a 
standby swap arrangement 
to meet the foreign ex¬ 
change requirement. 

The two leaders also un¬ 
veiled an e-plaque on the in¬ 
terconnection between In¬ 
dia’s National Knowledge 
Network and Bhutan’s Drulc 
Research and Education 
Network. 

The two leaders jointly 
inaugurated the Ground 
Earth Station and SATCOM 
network, developed with as¬ 
sistance from ISRO for utili¬ 
zation of South Asia Satellite 
in Bhutan. 

Mr. Modi said India is 
committed to facilitating 
Bhutan’s development 
through the use of space 
technology. 


Curbs lifted in a third of 
Kashmir Valley: DGP 


“What concerns me is that 
one-third of the Kashmir 
Valley was open today. Peo¬ 
ple were cooperative and 
traffic was as normal as ever. 
The entire Valley was peace¬ 
ful. Some mischievous ele¬ 
ments throwing stones is 
not a huge concern,” Mr. 
Singh added. He said the to¬ 
tal number of politicians or 
political workers taken into 
“preventive detention” was 
not centrally available as the 
decisions were taken at the 
local level. 

There are 15 zones in 
Kashmir police zone, which 
includes Kargil and Leh. Ex¬ 
cluding Kargil and Leh, 
there are around 100 police 
stations in districts of 
Anantnag, Awantipora, Ba- 
ramulla, Bandipora, Bud- 
gam, Ganderbal, Handwara, 
Kulgam, Kupwara, Pulwa- 
ma, Srinagar, Shopian and 
Sopore. 

District Magistrate of Sri¬ 
nagar Shahid Choudhary 
said restrictions were re¬ 
laxed in four out of five pol¬ 
ice stations in the city. “In 
two zones, restrictions were 
lifted in one go. Some of the 
areas where restrictions 
were relaxed are Pantha- 


chowk, Jawahar Nagar, Ram 
Munshi Bagh, Rajbagh and 
Sadar,” he said. 

An AFP report, published 
in The Hindu, said on Friday 
“hundreds of protesters in 
Srinagar clashed with police 
on August 16, who respond¬ 
ed with tear gas shells and 
pellet-firing shotguns.” The 
clashes broke out after sev¬ 
eral thousand people rallied 
in Srinagar, the report said. 

Responding to the report, 
Mr. Singh said, “People had 
gone for Friday namaz to a 
mosque in Soura. While 
they were returning one or 
two mischievous elements 
threw stones. There were 
around hundred of them, 
but not all of them were 
throwing stones.” 

Primary schools will 
open from Monday and go¬ 
vernment offices will also 
start functioning the same 
day, the official said. 

Mr. Singh said reports of 
policemen being stripped 
off their service weapons 
was “false and irresponsi¬ 
ble.” He said the J&K police 
was leading from the front 
and all such reports floating 
on social media were 
baseless. 


Trump asks Imran to 
resolve issue bilaterally 


This was strongly countered 
by India, which said no such 
request had been made. 

Friday’s call between Mr. 
Trump and Mr. Khan also 
discussed the strained U.S.- 
Pakistan relationship, which 
Mr. Khan’s July visit to Wash¬ 
ington sought to reset. The 
U.S. sees Pakistan as a cru¬ 
cial player in its attempt to 
reach a peace deal with the 
Taliban and pullout from 
Afghanistan. 

“The two leaders further 
discussed how they will con¬ 
tinue to build on the grow¬ 
ing relationship between 
the United States and Pakis¬ 
tan and the momentum 
created during their recent 
meeting at the White 
House,” Mr. Gidley said. 

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
said Mr. Khan and Mr. 
Trump had discussed the 


situation in Kashmir and In¬ 
dia’s actions, and the Af¬ 
ghanistan situation. 

India played down the 
significance of the informal 
closed consultations held by 
the UNSC, with India’s UN 
envoy Syed Akbaruddin say¬ 
ing the abrogation of Article 
370 was entirely an internal 
matter of India. 

On Saturday, Mr. Khan 
tweeted highlighting the 
UNSC consultation: “I wel¬ 
come the UNSC meeting to 
discuss the serious situation 
in Occupied Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir. It is for the first time in 
over 50 yrs that the world’s 
highest diplomatic forum 
has taken up this issue. 
There are 11 UNSC resolu¬ 
tions reiterating the Kashmi¬ 
ris right to self determina¬ 
tion. And the UNSC meet 
was a reaffirmation of these 
resolutions.” 


Arun Jaitley put on life 
support, says AIMS 


Mr. Jaitley has been under¬ 
going treatment in the in¬ 
tensive care unit after he 
was admitted to the AIIMS 
with complaints of uneasi¬ 
ness, weakness and 
breathlessness. 

Dr. Vardhan said on Fri¬ 
day: “Doctors at AIIMS are 
doing the best they can.” 

AIIMS officials have noted 
that Mr. Jaitley was now sta¬ 
ble and recovering. The 67- 
year-old leader is under the 
care of a team of endocri¬ 



nologists, nephrologists and 
cardiologists. 

Mr. Jaitley has been put 
on ECMO (Extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation), al¬ 
so known as extracorporeal 
life support. This is an extra¬ 
corporeal technique of pro¬ 
viding prolonged cardiac 
and respiratory support to 
persons whose heart and 
lungs are unable to provide 
an adequate amount of gas 
exchange or perfusion to 
sustain life. 



The Thimpu space link has a Bengaluru stamp 

The satellite earth station inaugurated by Modi has been built and manned by Alpha Design Technologies 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspecting a guard of honour 
at the Paro International Airport in Bhutan on Saturday. - pti 


MADH UMATHI D.S. 

BENGALURU 

There is a Bengaluru stamp 
on the satellite earth station 
that Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi inaugurated in 
Bhutan’s capital Thimpu on 
Saturday. 

The earth station that will 
help drive various social 
services of the South Asia 
Satellite (SAS or GSAT-9) has 
been built and set up by the 
city-based Alpha Design 
Technologies Ltd. 

In a major gesture of re¬ 
gional diplomacy, the In¬ 
dian government in 2014 of¬ 
fered the services of a 
dedicated communications 
satellite to its smaller neigh¬ 
bours Afghanistan, Bangla¬ 


desh, Bhutan, the Maldives, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

The Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO) 
launched the multi-use 
communications satellite in 
May 2017. 

Multiple tasks 

The SAS is meant to pro¬ 
mote tele-education, tele¬ 
medicine, television broad¬ 
casting, weather forecast¬ 
ing, disaster monitoring 
and mapping of natural re¬ 
sources, besides aiding with 
banking services and gover¬ 
nance among the South 
Asian countries. It also aims 
to strengthen cooperation 
among the people of the se¬ 
ven countries. 


“A centralised hub along 
with radio frequency sys¬ 
tems is essential to drive the 
applications of a satellite,” 


said ADTL’s founder and 
chairman and managing Di¬ 
rector Colonel (retd.) H.S. 
Shankar. 


Col. Shankar told The 
Hindu that the company 
won contracts in April 2018 
to execute Ku-band SAS 
earth stations in all the six 
participating countries and 
New Delhi. 

More to follow 

“We completed the ground 
hub station on the DITT 
campus in Thimpu in nine 
months. The earth station 
in the Maldives has been ex¬ 
ecuted. The Nepal one 
should be ready around De¬ 
cember, we have set up trial 
sites there. We then take up 
Afghanistan and the oth¬ 
ers,” he said. 

The Thimpu station start¬ 
ed working in January after 


ISRO approved its perfor¬ 
mance. 

Col. Shankar said the net¬ 
work was being used for 
broadcast applications on a 
24x7 basis as well as for 
meeting the social and ad¬ 
ministrative requirements 
of Bhutan as planned. 

Three employees of Al¬ 
pha Design would remain in 
Thimpu to operate the sta¬ 
tion for two years. Over the 
next three years. Alpha 
must train local personnel 
and maintain the infrastruc¬ 
ture. The network includes 
remote VSAT terminals put 
up at 110 locations across 
Bhutan and receiver termi¬ 
nals at 50 locations besides 
five portable terminals. 


NGO alleges trade in NRC 
legacy data, seeks CBI probe 

‘Those who entered Assam illegally from Bangladesh have made it to the register’ 



Identity concerns: People from Assam staging a protest at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on 
Saturday demanding an error-free National Register of Citizens, -sandeep saxena 


Assam activist defends 
seeking funds for NRC 

Only trying to help the poor: Hussain 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

An Assam-based non-go¬ 
vernmental organisation, 
whose plea the Home Minis¬ 
try used to seek re-verifica¬ 
tion of the draft National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens (NRC) in the 
Supreme Court, has claimed 
that legacy data pertaining 
to more than 3,000 persons 
were traded, thus helping 
undocumented migrants 
from Bangladesh to be in¬ 
cluded in the NRC. 

In a memorandum sub¬ 
mitted to Home Minister 
Amit Shah, the Sachetan Na- 
garik Mancha, Axom (SNM) 
has demanded a CBI inquiry, 
and accused NRC Coordina¬ 
tor Prateek Hajela of “using 
illegal Muslim immigrants 
from Bangladesh for the job 
of data entry”. About 100 
members from the NGO 
staged a sit-in at Jantar Man¬ 
tar in Delhi on Saturday 
seeking an “error-free NRC”. 

The documents, namely 
the 1951 NRC and the electo¬ 
ral rolls up to midnight of 
March 24, 1971, are collec¬ 
tively called legacy data. 

Appeal rejected 

In the past fortnight, the Su¬ 
preme Court has twice re¬ 
jected pleas by the State go¬ 
vernment and the Union 
Home Ministry seeking re¬ 
verification of the docu¬ 
ments of a section of the 3.29 


crore applicants. The court 
has been monitoring the 
NRC update exercise since 
2013 and has directed the 
NRC Coordinator to publish 
the citizens’ list by August 31. 

“We have evidence that 
3,204 [sets of] legacy data 
has been traded,” said SNM 
president Chandan Bhatta- 
charjya. “The Supreme 
Court is being misguided by 
Prateek Hajela. Noted free¬ 
dom fighter Puran Bahadur 
Chetry and his family have 
been excluded from the 
NRC, but 98.6% people in 
border areas have been in¬ 


cluded. How is this possi¬ 
ble,” Mr. Bhattacharjya 
asked. 

Several people at the prot¬ 
est alleged that Bangladeshis 
were included in the NRC 
but they could not provide 
specific details. Jyotischka 
Podar, a resident of Karim- 
ganj in Assam, said, “People 
who entered Assam illegally 
from Bangladesh two years 
ago have got the documents 
and are included in the 
NRC.” When asked if he 
could name anyone, he was 
unable to elaborate further. 

About 41 lakh people have 


been excluded from the 
draft NRC lists published in 
July 2018 and June this year. 
About 36 lakh persons have 
filed claims against their ex¬ 
clusion and objections have 
been filed against two lakh 
inclusions. The hearings on 
these are going on. 

First published in Assam 
in 1951, the NRC is being up¬ 
dated as per the directions of 
the Supreme Court to segre¬ 
gate Indian citizens living in 
Assam from those who ille¬ 
gally entered the State from 
Bangladesh after March 25, 
1971. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Ashraful Hussain, an activist 
and one among the four pe¬ 
ople named in a complaint 
for allegedly collecting mo¬ 
ney in the name of the Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), has defended seek¬ 
ing donations to help poor 
and illiterate persons be¬ 
longing to minority 
communities. 

RTI activist Dulal Bora 
lodged a complaint on Au¬ 
gust 13 with the Criminal In¬ 
vestigation Department of 
the Assam police alleging 
misrepresentation of the 
NRC and the collection of 
money in its name. The 
three others named in the 
complaint include Gauhati 
University research scholars 
Rehna Sultana and Sofiqul 
Islam and The Hague-based 
researcher Mausami Chetia. 

Mr. Bora mentioned two 
bank accounts in his com¬ 
plaint - one of SBI’s Gauhati 
University branch in Mr. Is¬ 
lam’s name and the other of 
Canara Bank’s Barpeta 
(western Assam) branch in 
Mr. Hussain’s name. 

‘Nothing to hide’ 

“This is a baseless com¬ 
plaint. We have nothing to 
hide and the authorities can 
check the accounts being 
operated for a long time. We 
have been cooperating with 
the NRC process and help¬ 
ing poor and illiterate peo¬ 


ple since the start of the ex¬ 
ercise in 2015. We made 
public appeals and sought 
help from people who are in 
a position to donate for a 
team of volunteers,” Mr. 
Hussain said. 

Mr. Bora, in a letter to the 
CID Additional Director- 
General of Police L.R. Bish- 
noi, said the accused, be¬ 
sides collecting money, had 
“deliberately” linked the 
NRC issue with the scrap¬ 
ping of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir’s special status by com¬ 
paring the plight of Muslims 
in Assam to that of Kashmi¬ 
ris. “The miscreants want to 
say that Muslims from lower 
(western) Assam have been 
forced to sell their cattle, 
land and jewellery to collect 
^40,000-90,000 to attend 
hearings 200 to 400 km 
away... But there is no Hin- 
du-Muslim angle to it. Ac¬ 
cording to NRC norms, it is 
mandatory to be present 
physically at the hearings 
with the required docu¬ 
ments,” he said. 

Mr. Hussain countered by 
saying Article 370 had been 
dragged in to derail the NRC 
process. 

“An inquiry at the level of 
a Deputy Superintendent of 
Police has been initiated 
with a seven-day deadline. 
An Inspector-General of Pol¬ 
ice will monitor the matter, 
the details of which will be 
known after 10 days,” Mr. 
Bishnoi told reporters. 


Petition filed in SC 
against UAPA Act 

‘State can label anyone a terrorist’ 


Panel to review defence 
procurement procedure 

It will remove bottlenecks & hasten purchase of equipment 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government’s decision 
to give itself discretionary 
powers to amend the Un¬ 
lawful Activities (Preven¬ 
tion) Act and declare 
anyone a terrorist has been 
questioned in the Supreme 
Court. 

A petition, moved by Del¬ 
hi resident Sajal Awasthi on 
Saturday, said the amended 
law allowed the state to en¬ 
croach upon the fundamen¬ 
tal rights of dignity, free 
speech, dissent and reputa¬ 
tion. It argued that the UAPA 
Amendment Act, 2019, con¬ 
ferred upon the Centre “dis¬ 
cretionary, unfettered and 
unbound powers” to de¬ 
clare a person a terrorist. 
The law could be used by 
the state to bring disrepute 
to a person, and even 
worse, rob him or her of li¬ 
berty. The heavy burden to 
prove the state machinery 
wrong rested with the per¬ 
son, it said. 

“The Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Amendment 
Act, 2019, seeks to substan¬ 
tially modify Chapter VI of 
the Unlawful Activities (Pre¬ 
vention) Act, 1967, and Sec¬ 
tions 35 and 36 therein. The 
new Section 35 empowers 
the Central government to 
categorise any individual as 
a ‘terrorist’ and add the 


The right to 
W reputation is an 
intrinsic part of the 
fundamental right 
to life with dignity 

SAJAL AWASTHI 
Petitioner 

name of such a person to 
Schedule 4 of the Act,” Mr. 
Awasthi said. 

Against free speech 

The petition said the right to 
reputation is an intrinsic 
part of the fundamental 
right to life with dignity un¬ 
der Article 21 of the Consti¬ 
tution, and tagging an indi¬ 
vidual as a “terrorist” even 
before the commencement 
of trial or application of jud¬ 
icial mind does not amount 
to compliance with the 
“procedure established by 
law”. 

“The right of dissent is a 
part and parcel of the funda¬ 
mental right to free speech 
and expression and, there¬ 
fore, cannot be abridged un¬ 
der any circumstances ex¬ 
cept for [those] mentioned 
in Article 19 (2). The UAPA, 
2019, empowers the govern¬ 
ment, under the garb of 
curbing terrorism, to im¬ 
pose an indirect restriction 
on the right of dissent, 
which is detrimental to our 
developing democratic so¬ 
ciety,” the petition said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh has constituted a com¬ 
mittee chaired by the Direc¬ 
tor-General (Acquisition) to 
review the Defence Procure¬ 
ment Procedure (DPP), 2016 
and the Defence Procure¬ 
ment Manual (DPM), 2009. 

“The committee will re¬ 
vise and align the proce¬ 
dures to ensure seamless 
flow from asset acquisition 
to lifecycle support,” the De¬ 
fence Ministry said in a state- 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi has said there is a 
need to look at the role and 
functioning of lawyers and 
understand why a law grad¬ 
uate’s natural choice is not 
the legal profession in spite 
of great attractions and 
opportunities. 

The CJI, who was speak¬ 
ing at the seventh annual 
convocation of National Law 
University in New Delhi on 
Saturday, said the purpose 
of law schools was to bring 
out lawyers who would 


ment. The committee has 
been given six months to 
submit its 

recommendations. 

The Ministry said the DPP 
2016 and the DPM 2009 had 
been due for revision and 
aligning the procedures 
“will ensure seamless flow 
from asset acquisition to life 
cycle support and streng¬ 
then the ‘Make in India’ in¬ 
itiative of the government”. 
Apart from DG (Acquisition), 
11 members, not below the 
rank of Joint Secretary/Ma- 



Ranjan Gogoi 


serve the country as pros¬ 
pective leaders of the bar, 
adjudicators on the Bench 
and educators and 
teachers. 

He said it was time to 


jor General equivalent, are 
part of this committee. 

Terms of reference 

The terms of reference in¬ 
clude revising the proce¬ 
dures to remove procedural 
bottlenecks and hasten ac¬ 
quisition; align and standar¬ 
dise the provisions to opti¬ 
mise lifecycle support for 
equipment; simplify policy 
and procedures to facilitate 
greater participation of the 
industry; and develop ro¬ 
bust defence industrial base. 


analyse whether the five- 
year law course, a combined 
degree in law and arts, had 
met its objectives. The 
course was aimed at deve¬ 
loping socially conscious la¬ 
wyers who serve society by 
developing skills in the field 
of advocacy, legal aid, legis¬ 
lation or reforms, he said. 

CJI Gogoi also spoke 
about the hefty fee struc¬ 
tures in law schools and said 
“if the existing fee structure 
acts as economical barrier to 
education, then in a country 
like ours, it is nothing short 
of a tragedy”. 



Lance Naik Sandeep Thapa 


Jawan killed in 
Pakistan firing 
along LoC 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A soldier was killed during 
a ceasefire violation by Pa¬ 
kistan along the Line of 
Control in the Nowshera 
sector of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir on Saturday, the Army 
said. 

“About 0630 hours, Pa¬ 
kistan initiated a ceasefire 
violation by firing small 
arms and shelling with 
mortars in the Nowshera 
sector of Rajouri district. 
The Indian Army is retaliat¬ 
ing befittingly,” an Army 
spokesperson said. 

Lance Naik Sandeep 
Thapa, 35, from Rajawala 
village in Sahaspur, Dehra- 
dun, sustained fatal inju¬ 
ries, the Army said. He is 
survived by his wife, Nisha 
Thapa. 

“The Indian Army res¬ 
ponded strongly and effec¬ 
tively. Heavy damage has 
been inflicted by our 
troops on Pakistan Army 
posts and casualties on Pa¬ 
kistan soldiers,” the Army 
said. 


‘Why is a law graduate’s natural 
choice not the legal profession?’ 
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Ready to face 
any challenge: 
Pale. Army 


Normalcy returning in fits and starts 

Curbs reimposed in the old city in Srinagar after eight people were injured in clashes and protests 


It’s 1990s redux in 
the Valley: petitioner 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ISLAMABAD 

Upping the ante, Pakistan 
said on Saturday that its Ar¬ 
my was “fully prepared” to 
face any challenge posed 
by India. 

At a joint press confe¬ 
rence with Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Shah Mahmood Qu- 
reshi following a meeting 
of the top brass on Kash¬ 
mir, Army spokesman Maj. 
Gen. Asif Ghafoor said it 
was possible India could 
launch an attack to divert 
the world’s attention from 
Kashmir. 

“We have apprehension 
that India can launch at¬ 
tack to divert attention but 
we are fully prepared to 
deal with any misadven¬ 
ture,” he said. 

He said enough reinfor¬ 
cement had been provided 
along the Line of Control to 
deal with any situation. 

Warning of the possibili¬ 
ty of an unintended war, 
he said, “Kashmir issue is a 
nuclear flashpoint”. 

Mr. Qureshi said the 
meeting had decided to set 
up a Kashmir Cell in the Fo¬ 
reign Affairs Ministry. 

“The focal persons on 
Kashmir would be appoint¬ 
ed at all embassies,” he 
said. 

On the UN Security 
Council, the Minister said 
the Kashmir issue was 
raised at the highest level 
which was a big success. 
The meeting discussed if 
the Kashmir issue should 
be taken to the Internation¬ 
al Court of Justice. 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

Eight protesters were in¬ 
jured in sporadic incidents 
of stone throwing in the 
Kashmir Valley on Saturday, 
even as the government 
started easing security res¬ 
trictions and began releasing 
communications lines, 
blocked since August 5, in a 
phased manner. 

Twelve out of 22 districts 
of J&K are functioning nor¬ 
mally, with some night-time 
restrictions in five, officials 
said. 

Curbs were reimposed in 
the old city in Srinagar fol¬ 
lowing clashes and protests. 
“Around seven incidents of 
disturbances were reported 
mainly from the areas where 
the restrictions were not lift¬ 
ed in the Kashmir Valley,” 
said J&K Principal Secretary 
and spokesman Rohit Kan- 
sal. “Eight injuries were re¬ 
ported in these incidents. All 
injured are reportedly 
stable” 

All lines up in Jammu 

Unlike the Kashmir Valley, 
the government has restored 
communications lines in the 
entire Jammu region, com¬ 
prising the Pir Panchal Val¬ 
ley and the Chenab Valley. 

“Mobile services were res¬ 
tored in five districts in Jam¬ 
mu region,” Mr. Kansal said. 

In contrast to Jammu, 17 
telephone exchanges were 
made functional and the res¬ 
trictions were relaxed in 35 
police stations in the Kash¬ 
mir Valley, with five of them 
in Srinagar. 


New plea in SC against 
changes to Article 370 

They do not have people’s consent’ 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A petition filed in the Su¬ 
preme Court by a group of 
eminent citizens who had 
served in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir in high bureaucratic 
and military positions, has 
challenged the amendment 
made to Article 370 of the 
Constitution and the reor¬ 
ganisation of the State into 
two Union Territories. 

The petition filed on Sa¬ 
turday described the 
amendments as striking at 
the heart of the principles 
on which the State of J&K in¬ 
tegrated with India, espe¬ 
cially as they had no affirma¬ 
tion or sanction from the 
people of J&K. 

The petition said the con¬ 
sent of the people before 
amending Article 370 was a 
constitutional imperative. 

Activists and officials 

The petition has been filed 
by Radha Kumar, a former 
member of the Home Minis¬ 
try’s Group of Interlocutors 
for Jammu and Kashmir 
(2010-11), as well as an aca¬ 


demic and policy analyst 
who has worked on conflicts 
and peacemaking in South 
Asia, Europe and Africa for 
over 20 years. 

The next petitioner is 
Hindal Haidar Tyabji, a 
former Chief Secretary of 
the State of Jammu, fol¬ 
lowed by Air Vice-Marshal 
(retired) Kapil Kale, who is a 
permanent resident of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir and deco¬ 
rated officer of the Indian 
Air Force. 

The other petitioners are 
Major General (retd.) Ashok 
Kumar Mehta, who has held 
postings in the Uri Sector 
and fought in the 1965 and 
1971 India-Pakistan wars; 
and Amitabha Pande, a 
former Secretary of the In¬ 
ter State Council of the Go¬ 
vernment of India. 

And finally, Gopal Pillai, a 
former Union Home Secre¬ 
tary who has dealt with the 
State in both peacetime and 
turmoil. 

The petition was drafted 
by advocates Arjun Krish- 
nan, Kaustubh Singh and 
Rajlakshmi Singh. 



Making contact: A man making a call in Srinagar on Saturday as 
restored in the Kashmir Valley after 13 days, -nissar ahmad 


‘Local journalists are not being heard’ 


“It resulted in people 
coming out on roads. There 
was free movement of men 
and material. Relaxation will 
continue for tomorrow too in 
these areas,” Mr. Kansal 
added. 

The Internet, however, 
continues to remain sus¬ 
pended “for security 
reasons”. 

Residents, however, com¬ 
plained that the phone lines 
were working in an erratic 
manner. “My neighbour’s 
phone is running but many 
others are down in the same 
vicinity. My phone is also 
dysfunctional,” said Suhail 
Ahmad of Rajbagh. 

Meanwhile, the govern¬ 
ment plans to reopen educa¬ 
tional institutions up to the 
primary level in the Kashmir 
Valley from Monday. 


“Most of these schools are 
located within the localities,” 
Mr. Kansal said. 

Srinagar’s Deputy Com¬ 
missioner Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary said 190 schools 
would reopen on Monday in 
various zones of Srinagar. 

The first day of restric¬ 
tions being lifted also saw lo¬ 
cals in the old city hitting the 
streets and staging demon¬ 
strations. All interior roads 
were blocked by protesters, 
bringing traffic to a grinding 
halt. A Station House Officer 
(SHO) at Hawal told The Hin¬ 
du that the police had reim¬ 
posed Section 144 in Hawal 
after some youths blocked 
roads and “were preparing 
to galvanise street protests”. 

Demonstrations and stone 
throwing were also reported 
and strict restrictions imple- 


landline connections were 


mented in Srinagar’s No- 
whatta, Soura, Safakadal, 
Khanyar, Rainawari, Natipo- 
ra, Barzulla and Nowgam 
areas. 

“The administration is ca¬ 
librating the situation and in 
this regard easing is done in 
a gradual manner,” said In¬ 
spector-General of Police 
(IGP) S.P. Pani. 

Thin attendance 

The J&K government is up 
against a major task to res¬ 
tore normalcy in govern¬ 
ment offices by Monday, as 
J&K Chief Secretary B.V.R. 
Subrahmanyam on Friday vi¬ 
sited Srinagar’s Civil Secreta¬ 
riat to find that just about 
350 out of 5,000 employees 
were attending office 
regularly. 

An official, who attended 


the meeting, told The Hindu 
that a majority of employees 
were either absent or had 
shifted to Jammu, fearing a 
major law and order situa¬ 
tion due to the amendments 
to Article 370 and the change 
in J&K’s status into a Union 
Territory (UT). 

Another official said about 
1,500 employees in the Civil 
Secretariat in Srinagar were 
non-locals and Kashmiri 
Pandits. About 90% of these 
employees had left the Kash¬ 
mir Valley before August 5, 
as the Centre and the State 
government had issued advi¬ 
sories asking tourists and pil¬ 
grims to leave, officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said. 

With the situation show¬ 
ing signs of normalcy with 
very low-intensity protests 
reported so far, Mr. Subrah¬ 
manyam has directed offi¬ 
cials to provide transporta¬ 
tion to employees and 
ensure their attendance. It is 
likely to set the process of 
restoring normalcy back on 
track. 

Officials said the Chief Se¬ 
cretary had asked the Educa¬ 
tion Department to open 
schools up to the primary le¬ 
vel in areas declared “safe 
zones”, followed by “sensi¬ 
tive” and “highly sensitive” 
zones. High schools, howev¬ 
er, may not be reopened in 
the current phase, they said. 

Schools and colleges have 
opened in many districts of 
Jammu. Tensions remain pal¬ 
pable in the Chenab Valley. 
The Pir Panchal valley is 
showing signs of normalcy. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The present restrictions and 
clampdown on the media in 
Kashmir are comparable to 
those in the early 1990s, An- 
uradha Bhasin, executive 
editor of Kashmir Times, 
said here on Saturday. 

The Supreme Court, on 
Friday, refrained from giv¬ 
ing any ruling on her plea 
challenging the restrictions 
imposed on journalists in 
Jammu and Kashmir, and re¬ 
commended a “wait-and- 
watch” policy. 

Ms. Bhasin was speaking 
at a press interaction at the 
Indian Women’s Press 
Corps on Saturday. 

She said Kashmir had 
seen human rights viola¬ 
tions and a partial or com¬ 
plete ban on Internet and 
mobile connectivity, but 
this was the first time since 
the early 1990s that landline 
phones too had stopped 
working and mobility of 
journalists had been com¬ 
pletely affected. “This is the 
first time in 30 years that I 
have no information of what 
is happening in the Valley or 
parts of Jammu directly 
from our reporters. We are 
relying on the information 
being published in Delhi 
papers or the international 
press,” Ms. Bhasin said. 

Ms. Bhasin said that while 


I am hopeful and I 
have faith in the 
Constitution. I don’t 
think the courts will 
let us down 

ANURADHA BHASIN 
Journalist 

journalists from Delhi were 
able to report from the Val¬ 
ley, the local journalists 
were not allowed to move 
around. They were further 
hamstrung by the limited 
budgets under which they 
worked. The newspapers 
printed in Kashmir had re¬ 
duced the number of co¬ 
pies, to save on newsprint. 
Just the usual process of 
printing a newspaper every 
day was a challenge having 
to navigate innumerable 
barricades. There are close 
to 150 publications in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir. “We have 
a huge media presence in 
the Valley but their voices 
are not being heard,” Ms. 
Bhasin added. 

The only difference bet¬ 
ween the 1990s and today, 
Ms. Bhasin said, was that 
then the reporters and new¬ 
spapers owners were physi¬ 
cally intimidated by both 
militants and the govern¬ 
ment. “I am hopeful and I 
have faith in the Indian Con¬ 
stitution. I don’t think the 
courts will let us down,” she 
said. 


Rajnath’s remarks are 
irresponsible, says Pale 

‘It shows India’s belligerent attitude’ 


Apple carts 
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A bite of normalcy: Vendors returned to the streets of Srinagar after restrictions were eased on Saturday. ■ pti 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
termed “irresponsible” and 
“unfortunate” Defence Mi¬ 
nister Rajnath Singh’s re¬ 
marks that India has always 
adhered to its “no first use” 
policy on nuclear weapons 
but what happens in the fu¬ 
ture will depend on circum¬ 
stances. 

Mr. Singh’s remarks came 
after he visited Pokhran 
where India carried out the 
nuclear tests in 1998 when 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the 
Prime Minister. 

“The substance and tim¬ 
ing of the Indian Defence 
Minister is highly unfortu¬ 
nate and shows India’s irres¬ 
ponsible and belligerent be¬ 
haviour,” Mr. Qureshi said. 

“Pakistan will continue to 
maintain minimum credible 
deterrence,” he said. 

The statement showed 
his “folly”, he said. 

Mr. Qureshi’s remarks 



Shah Mahmood Qureshi 


came amid tensions after 
New Delhi revoked the spe¬ 
cial status of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

The UN Security Council 
took up the issue of Kashmir 
in informal consultations. 
Pakistan has claimed it as 
big success. 

Mr. Qureshi said the 
UNSC meeting showed that 
the people of Kashmir were 
not alone. 

He also rejected the idea 
of any conversation with his 
Indian counterpart S. Jaish- 
ankar. 


CIN : U40109RJ2000SGC016486 

JAIPUR 1IIDYUT1IITRAN NIG AM LIMITED 

(A Govt, of Rajasthan Undertaking) 

Office of the Superintending Engineer (IT) 

3rd Floor, New Data Center Building, Old Power House 
Bani park, Jaipur - 302006 

Website : energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jvvnl email ID: seit@jvvnl.org 


TENDER INVITING NOTICE 

The E-Tender is invited for "INSTALL AND OPERATE FEEDER DATA MONITORING SYSTEM 
ON SERVICE MODEL"against TN-81. UBN-VVN1920SLOB00226. All the details regarding 
tender are available on website www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jvvnl, 
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in In future, corrigendum/ 
extension, if any, shall be published only on above websites. 

Raj.Samwad/C/2019-20/2033 _ JPR2490 (2019) _ SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (IT) 



Article 370 had become shield 
for terrorists: Law Minister 

Centre will strive for protection of people, says Prasad 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NAGPUR 

Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said on Sa¬ 
turday that Article 370, 
which gave special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir, had be¬ 
come a platform to “shield” 
terrorists and their patrons. 

“The government’s deci¬ 
sion on Article 370 was ta¬ 
ken in the interest of the na¬ 
tion as well as the common 
people of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir,” Mr. Prasad told press- 
persons on the sidelines of 
the inauguration of the 17th 
all-India meet of the State le¬ 
gal services authorities in 
Nagpur. 

“We should understand 
that it was a temporary pro¬ 
vision and removed in the 
interest of the country,” Mr. 
Prasad said. “We always 
strive for protection of the 
country and for the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir. We 



We should 

W understand that it 
was removed in 
the interest of the 
country 

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD 
Law Minister 

want Jammu and Kashmir to 
progress.” 

“Article 370 had become a 
platform to shield terrorists 
and their patrons, but we 
finished this. It is for the de¬ 
velopment of Kashmir,” Mr. 
Prasad said. 


“The Prevention of Cor¬ 
ruption Act, Prohibition of 
Child Marriage Act and law 
to stop manual scavenging 
were not applicable there. 
Which Kashmir was this,” 
the Minister asked. 

He said the administra¬ 
tion in the State would take a 
call on further measures af¬ 
ter taking into account the 
situation. 

On a query over Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
statement that India was 
preparing for a Balakot-like 
strike in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, Mr. Prasad said: 
“We don’t have to take not¬ 
ice of what they are saying.” 

“But a strong reply will be 
given if any action is taken 
by Pakistan. Under the lea¬ 
dership of [Prime Minister] 
Narendra Modi, India is alert 
about its protection and ap¬ 
propriate reply will given to 
any terror activities.” 


Detention of 
Mir illegal: 
Chidambaram 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A day after Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi described 
the house arrest of the par¬ 
ty’s Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) chief Ghulam Ahmed 
Mir and another party 
leader in Jammu as “mad¬ 
ness”, former Union Minis¬ 
ter P. Chidambaram on Sa¬ 
turday called it a violation 
of his fundamental right 
and urged courts to take 
note. 

“Ghulam Ahmad Mir, 
PCC President, J&K is un¬ 
der house arrest in Jammu 
since Friday. There was no 
written order of detention. 
Outrageously illegal. The 
State has no right to de¬ 
prive a citizen of his liberty 
for even one moment with¬ 
out authority of law. That is 
Article 21 of the Constitu¬ 
tion,” Mr. Chidambaram 
said. 

“I hope the courts will 
act and secure the liberty 
of citizens,” he added. 


KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT 

NEYYAR-PEPPARA FOREST DEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

Construction of Office and Residential 
buildings together with water supply 
arrangements in the Elephant 
Rehabilitation Centre at Kottoor 
(KIIFB FUNDED PROJECT) 

No. NPFDA/ERC (Phase l)/eT-3/2019 
Dated 07-08-2019 

The Project Director, PMU-Neyyar Peppara 
Forest Development Agency for and on behalf 
of the Governor of Kerala invites online bids in 
two cover system from A class contractors for the 
above work. Due date of submission: 26-08-2019 
up to 05.00 PM. Tender documents and tender 
schedule may be downloaded from the e-GP 
website www.etenders.kerala.gov.in 
For details: 9447979082, 9447979001. 

(Sd/-) Chief Executive Officer 
(F3/727/2019/I&PR) 


KERALA FOREST DEPARTMENT 

THRISSUR FOREST DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

Selection of Consultant for Preparing 
DPR for Landscaping and Horticultural 
works in Thrissur Zoological Park at 

Puthur in Thrissur District. 
(KIIFB FUNDED PROJECT) 
No. SPV-273/2019 Dated 02-08-2019 
The Chief Executive Officer, SPV 
for Thrissur Zoological Park invites 
online bids in two cover system from 
eligible Consultants for the above 
work. EMD: Rs 50,000/-. Due 
date of submission: 22-08-2019 
up to 05.00 PM. Tender documents 
and tender schedule may be 
downloaded from the e-GP website 
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in For 
details: 9447979150, 9447979001. 

(Sd/-) Chief Executive Officer 
(F3/728/2019/I&PR) 


For Electricity Complaints Toll Free No. 1800 180 6507 



KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD. 


KMSCL/EP/836/2019 


(Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt, of Kerala) 

THYCAUD P.O., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695014 
Tele:0471-2945646,2945600 Fax: 2945647 
website: www.kmscl.kerala.gov.in, e-mail: etenders_ep@kmscl.kerala.gov.in 
CIN No. U24233KL2007SGC021616 


Dated : 17.08.2019 I 


e-TENDER NOTICE 


Notice inviting e-tender for the supply and installation of Various 
Equipments and Other items for Strengthening Trauma Care Services 
as part of Safe Corridor Demonstration Project (SCDP) under 
the World Bank assisted KSTP - II 


Govt, of Kerala is undertaking the KSTP - II Road Safety Capacity Building and Program 
Management Project supported by the World Bank to improve the state’s road safety 
performance. 

In this context it is proposed to strengthen and designate three major and two minor 
hospitals in geographical proximity to the demonstration corridor as resourced trauma 
care facility. 

Kerala Medical Services Corporation Limited (KMSCL), the central procurement agency 
of Health and Family Welfare Department, Govt, of Kerala is entrusted with the task of 
procurement of various equipments/ other items for these Trauma Care facilities on behalf 
of Project Management Team, KSTP, Public Works Department. 

Online bids under single cover system are invited for the supply and installation of 
various items as follows; 


Tender 

No. 


Description 


Pre-Bid Meeting at 
KMSCL Head Office 


Last date of 
Online submission 


T 334/ 
2019 


High End Medical Equipments 


26.08.19 
11.00 a.m. 


Other Medical Equipment / Furniture / Surgical 
Instruments 


27.08.19 
11.00 a.m. 


16.10.19 
11.00 a.m. 


The eligible bidders shall submit bids before the last date of online submission mentioned 
above. The bid document is available and downloaded from the e-procurement portal and 
bids are to be submitted online through the same e-procurement portal 
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in only. Bids submitted in any other manner will not be accepted. 
The detailed terms and conditions are provided in the bid document. 

The pre-bid meeting will be held at KMSCL Head Office, Thiruvananthapuram. Interested 
bidders may obtain further information from the following address; “Kerala Medical Services 
Corporation Limited, Thycaud P. O., Thiruvananthapuram - 695 014, Kerala”. 

Sd/- Managing Director (Tender Inviting Authority) 
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months 
of protests 


deaths 


Bread, 

bloodshed, 

revolution 


The ruling military council of Sudan has signed a 
power-sharing deal with the civilian opposition, charting a 
path to elections and an eventual rule by civilians 


More than 


250 800 


Dec. 19,2018: Protests 
erupt against a government 
decision to triple bread 
prices, taking the form of 
weekly demonstrations 
and morphing into calls for 
long-time President 
Omar al-Bashir to quit 

April 6,2019: Thousands 
gather outside the Army 
headquarters in Khartoum 

April 11: Military authorities 
announce Bashir's removal 
from power and say that a 
transitional military council 


will govern for two years 


arrests 


Protesters in Khartoum 
celebrating the 
transition to 
civilian rule. 


June 3: Armed men in military fatigues 
move in on the protest camps and begin 
crackdown lasting several days, which leads to the 
death of 127 people 

June 9: Protest leaders launch a nationwide campaign 
of civil disobedience 

July 5: After two days of negotiations, the two sides 
agree in principle to the transition accord 

August 4: The military and protest leaders sign a 
declaration 


August 15: Veteran economist Abdalla 
Hamdok is nominated as Prime Minister 
of the future transition government 


Parties involved 
The Transitional Military 
Council, which includes 
top military figures, 
assumed power after 
Bashir's resignation 

Opposition 

The Forces for Freedom 
and Change (FFC) 
coalition is led by 
Sudanese Professionals 
Association, a 
collaboration of 
doctors, health 
\ workers and 
\ lawyers 


A mural in Khartoum in April on the protests, -afp 


KEY POINTS IN THE AGREEMENT 


The civilian 
-military alliance 
will last for 39 
months, leading to 
months elections 

Centres of power 
It will be vested in 
three bodies: 

a) Sovereign council 

11 members - 5 from the 
opposition, five from military and one 
civilian chosen by consensus 
■ A General, the head of the armed 
forces, will head it for 21 months and a 
civilian for the remaining 18 

b) Cabinet: A Prime Minister, 

nominated by the Opposition, is 
heading the Cabinet 


c) Legislative body 

The sovereign council will 
oversee its creation. It will 
be an independent body, 
with a maximum of 



■ While military appointees 
will hold the positions of 
Defence and Interior 
Ministers, other posts will be 
taken by opposition nominees 


Sudanese military, civilians sign transition deal 

Declaration formalises the creation of an interim administration with 11 members — 6 civilians and 5 military figures 



Jubilation in the streets: Sudanese people celebrating in 
Khartoum following the signing of a power-sharing deal 
between the military and the opposition on Saturday, -afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KHARTOUM 

Rapturous crowds filled the 
streets of Khartoum on Sa¬ 
turday as Sudan’s generals 
and protest leaders signed a 
historic deal paving the way 
to civilian rule. 

Thousands of cheering pe¬ 
ople gathered around the 
Friendship Hall next to the 
Nile, where the documents 
that will govern Sudan’s 39- 
month transition were 
signed. 

“This is the biggest cele¬ 
bration I have ever seen in 
my country. We have a new 
Sudan,” said Saba Mo¬ 
hammed, 37. 

Minutes earlier, the deal 
was signed by Mohamed 
Hamdan Daglo, deputy chief 
of the military council, and 
Ahmed al-Rabie, represent¬ 
ing the Alliance for Freedom 
and Change protest umbrel¬ 
la. Heads of state. Prime Mi¬ 
nisters and dignitaries from 
several countries - including 


Ethiopia's Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed and Egypt’s Pre¬ 
mier Mustafa Madbuli - at¬ 
tended the ceremony. 

The constitutional decla¬ 
ration formalises the crea¬ 
tion of a transition adminis¬ 
tration that will be guided by 
an 11-member sovereign 
council, comprised of six ci¬ 
vilians and five military 
figures. 

End to upheaval 

The agreement brought an 
end to nearly eight months 
of upheaval that saw masses 
mobilise against President 
Omar al-Bashir, who was 
ousted in April after 30 years 
in power. 

Thousands of people ar¬ 
rived on trains from Sudan’s 
provinces to take part in the 
celebrations, which will in¬ 
clude a huge gathering in 
Khartoum’s main gardens. 

The composition of the ci¬ 
vilian-majority transition rul¬ 
ing council is to be an¬ 


nounced on Sunday. 

That follows the naming 
on Thursday of former se¬ 
nior UN official Abdalla Ham¬ 
dok, a veteran economist, as 
transitional Prime Minister. 
He is expected to focus on 
stabilising Sudan’s economy, 
which went into a tailspin 


when the oil-rich south se¬ 
ceded in 2011. Economic 
woes were the trigger that 
sparked the initial protests. 

At Khartoum’s central 
market early on Saturday, 
shoppers and stallholders in¬ 
terviewed by AFP all said 
they hoped a civilian govern¬ 


ment would help them put 
food on the table. 

“Everybody is happy 
now,” said Ali Yusef, a 19- 
year-old university student 
who works in the market to 
get by. 

While it remains to be 
seen how the transition will 
change people’s daily lives, 
residents old and young 
were eager to exercise their 
new-found freedom of 
expression. 

“I’m 72 and for 30 years 
under Bashir, I had nothing 
to feel good about. Now, 
thanks to God, I am starting 
to breathe,” said Ali Issa Ab¬ 
del Momen, sitting in front of 
his modest selection of ve¬ 
getables at the market. 

Little leverage 

But many Sudanese are al¬ 
ready questioning the ability 
of the transitional institu¬ 
tions to rein in the military 
elite’s powers during the 
three-year period leading to 


planned elections. The Inte¬ 
rior and Defence Ministers 
are to be chosen by military 
members of the transition 
council. 

Observers have warned 
that the transitional govern¬ 
ment will have little leverage 
to counter any attempt by 
the military to roll back the 
uprising’s achievements and 
seize back power. 

One of the most imme¬ 
diate diplomatic conse¬ 
quences of the compromise 
reached this month could be 
Sudan’s return to the African 
Union (AU), which suspend¬ 
ed the country’s member¬ 
ship in June. 

Mr. Bashir, who took pow¬ 
er in a 1989 coup and is want¬ 
ed by the International Cri¬ 
minal Court on charges of 
genocide in the Darfur re¬ 
gion, had been slated to ap¬ 
pear in court on Saturday on 
corruption charges. But his 
trial has been postponed to 
an as yet undetermined date. 


U.S. issues warrant 
to seize Iran tanker 

Gibraltar court had ordered its release 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

GIBRALTAR 

A last-minute U.S. warrant 
to seize an Iranian tanker 
preparing to leave Gibraltar 
after weeks of detention 
cast doubt over its depar¬ 
ture on Saturday, prolong¬ 
ing a diplomatic spat bet¬ 
ween Tehran, London and 
Washington. 

The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment alleged the ship was 
part of a scheme “to unlaw¬ 
fully access the U.S. finan¬ 
cial system to support illicit 
shipments to Syria from Iran 
by the Islamic Revolution¬ 
ary Guard Corps”, which 
Washington has designated 
a foreign terrorist 
organisation. 


There was no comment 
from Britain or Gibraltar, its 
overseas territory, over 
whether they would act on 
the warrant. 

Gibraltar seized the ship 
on July 4 on suspicion it was 
transporting oil to Syria in 
breach of European sanc¬ 
tions, triggering a sharp de¬ 
terioration in relations bet¬ 
ween Tehran and London. 
Iran has repeatedly denied 
this. On Thursday, Gibral¬ 
tar’s Supreme Court or¬ 
dered the tanker released af¬ 
ter the British overseas 
territory said it had received 
assurances from Iran that 
the Grace 1 would not head 
to any country subject to EU 
sanctions. 


South Yemeni separatists 
quit some Aden posts 

But retain camps to control port 


REUT ERS 

ADEN/DUBAI 

Southern Yemeni separa¬ 
tists withdrew on Saturday 
from some government 
buildings in Aden that they 
seized last week but held on 
to military camps that give 
them control over the 
southern port, interim seat 
of Yemen’s ousted Saudi- 
backed government. 

The separatists’ takeover 
of Aden has strained a Sau- 
di-led military coalition 
formed to confront the Ira¬ 
nian-aligned Houthis, who 
bombed a Saudi oil facility 
on Saturday. 

A Houthi spokesman said 
10 drones launched towards 
oil installations at Shaybah 
in eastern Saudi Arabia con¬ 
stituted the “biggest attack 
in the depths” of the king¬ 
dom. The state oil company 


Saudi Aramco said the at¬ 
tack had caused a “limited 
fire” at a gas plant which 
had been contained and had 
not affected production. 

Houthi leader Abdel-Ma- 
lek al-Houthi said events in 
Aden showed the coalition 
was in crisis and that Mr. Ha- 
di was powerless. “Those 
who supported the aggres¬ 
sors... have no authority or 
freedom, but are subser¬ 
vient to Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates,” 
the group’s Al Masirah TV 
quoted him as saying. 

He said the strike on Sau¬ 
di oil assets near the border 
with the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates was also a warning to 
the UAE, which has scaled 
down its military presence 
in the coalition but conti¬ 
nued to funds and arm the 
southern separatists. 


+ Rival groups hold rallies as 
Hong Kong’s divisions deepen 

Pro-govt, supporters take out a rally with Chinese flags 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong democracy acti¬ 
vists kicked off a weekend of 
fresh rallies on Saturday in a 
major test for the movement 
following criticism over an 
airport protest earlier this 
week - and as concerns 
mount over Beijing’s next 
move. 

The new marches came as 
thousands of pro-govern¬ 
ment supporters - many 
waving Chinese flags - gath¬ 
ered in a park to condemn 
their opponents and sup¬ 
port the police, a stark illus¬ 
tration of the polarisation 
now coursing through the ci¬ 
ty. Ten weeks of demonstra¬ 
tions have plunged the inter- 



A rally in central London 
in support of the 
Hong Kong protests, -afp 


national finance hub into 
crisis, with communist- 
ruled mainland China taking 


an increasingly hard-line 
tone, including labelling the 
more violent protester ac¬ 
tions “terrorist-like”. 

On Saturday afternoon 
thousands also marched 
through Hung Horn and To 
Kwa Wan, two harbourside 
districts popular with main¬ 
land tourists. 

But across the harbour at 
the pro-Beijing rally, where a 
giant screen showed recent 
clashes with police, 60-year- 
old retiree Irene Man had a 
very different take as she 
rounded on democracy 
protesters. “Their acts are 
not human, they have all be¬ 
come monsters. They are 
rioters, with no reason, no 
thinking,” she said. 


‘Kim oversaw 
launch of 
new weapon’ 


U.S. President briefed on Afghan talks 

Just completed a very good meeting, tweets Trump 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SEOUL 

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un once again super¬ 
vised a “new weapon” 
launch, state media said on 
Saturday, complicating ef¬ 
forts at denuclearisation 
ahead of next week’s visit 
to Seoul by the U.S. envoy 
to Pyongyang. 

Friday’s launch was the 
North’s sixth test in recent 
weeks as it protests the an¬ 
nual U.S.-South Korea mili¬ 
tary exercises. 

Defence officials in Se¬ 
oul said Pyongyang fired 
what appeared to be two 
short-range ballistic mis¬ 
siles on Friday, which flew 
some 230 km before 
splashing down in the sea 
between the Korean penin¬ 
sula and Japan. 


REUT ERS 

BRIDGEWATER/WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
was briefed on Friday by top 
advisers on the status of ne¬ 
gotiations with the Taliban 
on a U.S. troop pull-out from 
Afghanistan and the poten¬ 
tial for a political settlement 
between the warring sides. 

There was no indication 
that any conclusions were 
reached at the session, 
which took place in a secure 
conference room at Mr. 
Trump’s golf club in Bedmin- 
ster. New Jersey. “Just com¬ 
pleted a very good meeting 
on Afghanistan. Many on the 
opposite side of this 19-year 
war, and us, are looking to 
make a deal - if possible!” 
Mr. Trump said in a tweet af¬ 
ter the session. 

A U.S. defense official said 
significant differences re¬ 


mained between the United 
States and the Taliban after 
an eighth round of talks end¬ 
ed in Qatar on Monday. 

Some 14,000 U.S. troops 
remain engaged in America’s 
longest war, training and ad¬ 
vising Afghan security forces 
and conducting counterin¬ 
surgency operations against 
militant groups such as al- 
Qaeda and Islamic State’s lo¬ 
cal affiliate. 

‘Meeting went well’ 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said in a statement 
issued after the meeting that 
the United States remains 
committed “achieving a 
comprehensive peace agree¬ 
ment, including a reduction 
in violence and a ceasefire” 
in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Pom¬ 
peo were joined for the talks 


by Vice-President Mike 
Pence, National Security Ad¬ 
viser John Bolton, Defense 
Secretary Mike Esper, Joint 
Chiefs chairman General Jo¬ 
seph Dunford and CIA Direc¬ 
tor Gina Haspel. “The meet¬ 
ing went very well, and 
negotiations are proceed¬ 
ing,” the White House said in 
a statement. 

U.S. Senator Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham, a Trump ally, said any 
deal should allow the U.S. to 
maintain a military presence 
in Afghanistan to pursue ter¬ 
rorist groups. “Any peace 
agreement which denies the 
U.S. a robust counterterro¬ 
rism capability in Afghanis¬ 
tan is not a peace deal,” he 
said. “Instead, it is paving 
the way for another attack 
on the American homeland 
and attacks against Ameri¬ 
can interests...” 



Italy to allow minors to 
disembark from ship 


ROME 

Italy's Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini said on 
Saturday that he would allow 
minors to disembark from a 
migrant rescue ship with 134 
people aboard, after being at 
sea for two weeks, ap 

Nine killed as fire breaks 
out in Ukraine's Odessa 

KIEV 

Nine people were killed in a 
hotel fire in Ukraine’s port 
city of Odessa on Saturday, 
leading authorities to launch 
a country-wide inspection of 
safety regulations in holiday 
resorts and hotels. The fire 
broke out at 1.34 a.m. in the 
southern city's Tokyo Star 
hotel, afp 


SUDOKU 


Epstein committed 
suicide, rules autopsy 
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Solution to yesterday's Sudoku 
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His body was found in a jail cell 


REUT ERS 

NEW YORK 

New York City’s Chief Medi¬ 
cal Examiner determined 
on Friday that suicide by 
hanging was the cause of 
death for financier Jeffrey 
Epstein, whose body was 
found six days ago in a Man¬ 
hattan jail cell while await¬ 
ing trial on sex trafficking 
charges. The sparely word¬ 
ed official announcement 
detailing the autopsy con¬ 
clusions rebutted a host of 
conspiracy theories that 
had circulated on social me¬ 
dia about the death of the 
well-connected former mo¬ 
ney manager. 

Lawyers ‘not satisfied’ 

Epstein’s lawyers said they 
were “not satisfied” with the 
medical examiner’s conclu¬ 
sions and planned to carry 
out their own investigation, 
seeking prison videos taken 
around the time of his 
death. 

Epstein, 66, was found 



Jeffrey Epstein, -ap 

unresponsive on Saturday in 
his cell at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center (MCC), 
triggering investigations in¬ 
to the circumstances of his 
death. 

Chief Medical Examiner 
Barbara Sampson said her 
determination of the cause 
of death came after a “care¬ 
ful review of all investigative 
information, including com¬ 
plete autopsy findings.” 

“Cause: Hanging. Man¬ 
ner: Suicide,” the statement 
said, without providing sup¬ 
porting details for Ms. 
Sampson’s findings. 


May God min Trump: Tlaib’s grandmother 

Muftia reacts to President’s tweet on Congresswoman’s rejection of Israeli offer 



Still hopeful: Muftia, the grandmother of U.S. 
Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib, outside her house in the 
village of Beit Ur Al-Fauqa, West Bank, on Friday, -reuters 


REUT ERS 

BEIT UR AL-FAUQA 

Sitting under an olive tree in 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, Muftia Tlaib, 90, 
scoffs at the attention she 
has recently received from 
the President of the United 
States. “May God ruin him,” 
she says. 

Ms. Muftia is the grand¬ 
mother of U.S. Congresswo¬ 
man Rashida Tlaib, at the 
centre of an episode that has 
drawn Donald Trump and Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu together 
against U.S. Democrats. 

On Thursday, bowing to 
pressure from Mr. Trump, Is¬ 
rael barred a visit by Rashida 
Tlaib and fellow Democrat II- 
han Omar that it had initially 
said it would allow. 

The next day, Israel said it 
would let Ms. Rashida Tlaib 
visit her family in the West 
Bank on humanitarian 
grounds - but she rejected 
the offer, saying that Israel 
had imposed restrictions 
meant to humiliate her. 

On Friday night, Mr. 


Trump tweeted: “Rep. Tlaib 
wrote a letter to Israeli offi¬ 
cials desperately wanting to 
visit her grandmother. Per¬ 
mission was quickly grant¬ 
ed, whereupon Tlaib obnox¬ 
iously turned the approval 
down, a complete setup. 
The only real winner here is 
Tlaib’s grandmother. She 
doesn’t have to see her 
now!” 

Ms. Muftia, sitting in her 
garden in the village of Beit 
Ur Al-Fauqa, was not im¬ 
pressed. “Trump tells me I 


should be happy Rashida is 
not coming,” she said. “May 
God ruin him.” 

‘Second mother’ 

Her son, Rashida’s uncle 
Bassam Tlaib, said the wo¬ 
men had not seen each oth¬ 
er since 2006. “Rashida sees 
her granny as a second 
mother, she has always sup¬ 
ported her. Rashida says she 
owes her success to her 
grandmother,” he said. 

Ms. Tlaib did not outline 
what the conditions im¬ 


posed on her visit were. Is¬ 
raeli media reported that 
she had agreed not to pro¬ 
mote boycotts against Israel 
as part of her request to Is¬ 
rael’s Foreign Ministry. 

Ms. Tlaib, like Ms. Omar, 
has voiced support for the 
pro-Palestinian Boycott, Div¬ 
estment, Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, which opposes 
the occupation and Israel’s 
policies toward Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 
BDS backers can be denied 
entry to Israel by law. 

The pair are the first two 
Muslim women to be elected 
to Congress, and Detroit- 
born Ms. Tlaib is the first Pal- 
estinian-American 
Congresswoman. 

“Trump has told Rashida 
and Ilhan to go back to their 
home countries. What a con¬ 
tradiction, yesterday he 
asked them to leave and to¬ 
day he asks that they aren’t 
let in,” said Bassam Tlaib. 

Still, the grandmother is 
hopeful: “My heart tells me 
that she will come,” said Ms. 
Muftia. 


• • • 
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Consumer durables, services 
segments drag loan growth 

Housing loans, however, grow 18.9% year-on-year, marking an exception 



No more king: Growth in consumer Loans slowed down to 
16.6% this year till June 21, from 17.9% a year earlier, -v.raju 



The exercise is aimed at creating a road map for the future of 
the bank, says ED P. Ramana Murthy. 


Central Bank holds 
consultative meet 

Move follows FM’s exhortation 


U.S. spares a 
few Chinese 
items from tax 

REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

The Trump administration 
is sparing some Chinese- 
made household furniture, 
baby items and Internet 
modems and routers from 
its next round of 10% 
tariffs. 

The U.S. Trade Repre¬ 
sentative’s office released a 
complete list of the items 
that were removed from 
$300 billion in tariffs sche¬ 
duled to go into effect on 
September 1 and Decem¬ 
ber 15, some of which had 
already been hit with 25% 
tariffs. The new list of 44 
categories of spared im¬ 
ports also includes some 
chemical compounds used 
in the manufacture of 
plastics. 

The bulk of the items re¬ 
moved from the tariff list 
were furniture products, 
and those made of plastics. 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

Reliance Industries (RIL) 
chairman Mukesh Ambani 
decision to carve out oil-to- 
chemicals (02C) business in¬ 
to a separate entity and in¬ 
duct strategic partners for 
consumer-facing businesses 
of retail and telecommunica¬ 
tions before listing is seen a 
precursor of RIL’s long-term 
succession plans. 

During the company’s an¬ 
nual general meeting (AGM), 
a shareholder asked RIL 
chairman Mukesh Ambani to 
make throw light on succes¬ 
sion planning at the 
conglomerate. 

“This is in regard to suc¬ 
cession planning. From 
Alcash, Isha and Anant, who 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Growth in bank credit mod¬ 
erated during the first quar¬ 
ter of the current financial 
year following a slowdown in 
the services sector while 
loans for consumer durables 
contracted significantly. 

According to the latest da¬ 
ta from the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) on the sector- 
wise deployment of bank 
loans, there was a 71.5% 
year-on-year contraction in 
the consumer durables cate¬ 
gory till June 21, compared 
with the 17.3% growth in the 
year-ago period. 

Consumer loans are un¬ 
der the personal loan catego¬ 
ry where growth slowed 
down to 16.6% from 17.9%. 

Outstanding bank credit 


will be leading which busi¬ 
ness? How is the succession 
going to take place?” asked 
the shareholder. 

However, Mr. Ambani did 
not give a direct reply. He 
said, “I deeply appreciate the 
suggestions given by share¬ 
holders. Any individual qu¬ 
ery or specifics will be an¬ 
swered by our company 
secretary. 

“We take every suggestion 
very seriously. Some of the 
best suggestions come from 
all of you. The board has not¬ 
ed your expectations and we 
will try to meet your 
expectations.” 

Mr. Ambani (62) knows 
well the pitfalls of not having 
a clear succession plan and 
hence, has already started 


to the consumer loan seg¬ 
ment fell sharply to £5,800 
crore from £20,300 crore. 

Vehicle loans, another 
segment of retail finance, 
had also seen a sharp decline 
in credit growth. According 
to the data, vehicle loan 
growth had fallen to 5.1% 


taking baby steps towards 
succession planning. 

“I don’t think [Mr.] Mu¬ 
kesh Ambani will commit the 
same mistake his father Dhi- 


from 11.1% recorded a year 
ago. The RBI had recently re¬ 
duced the risk weight on 
products like personal loans 
to encourage banks to lend 
to these segments. Lower 
risk weight would mean 
banks have to set aside lesser 
capital while extending 


rubhai did. The carving out 
of three big businesses hints 
at a possible succession plan 
in the making, given that he 
has three children,” said a 


these loans. Loans against 
shares and bonds also con¬ 
tracted with year-on-year 
growth at a negative 5.4% 
compared with 8.3% a year 
ago. 

Loan growth to the servic¬ 
es sector slowed to 13% year- 
on-year from 23.3% from a 
year ago. After recording 
13.2% year-on-year growth in 
2018-19, bank credit moder¬ 
ated to 12.2% year-on-year 
till August 2. 

One marked exception is 
in home loans, which is still 
holding steady. Housing 
loans have grown 18.9% 
year-on-year on top of the 
15.8% growth a year ago. 

While there is a demand 
slowdown, RBI has cut inter¬ 
est rates by 110 basis points 
in 2019 to boost loan growth. 


We have to wait 
and watch to see 
who gets what 

SANJIV BHASIN 
Executive VP, NFL Securities 

Mumbai-based analyst. 

In fact, Mr. Ambani may 
have started thinking of suc¬ 
cession planning in 2014 it¬ 
self, when his son Alcash and 
daughter Isha joined the 
boards of Reliance Jio and 
Reliance Retail as directors. 

Size does matter 

Since then, both Reliance Re¬ 
tail and Reliance Jio had 
grown to become India’s lar¬ 
gest retailer and largest tele¬ 
com company, respectively 
Both Alcash and Isha are very 
hands-on when it comes to 


Ujjivan to raise 
£,200 cr. via 
public offer 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 
(USFB) has filed its draft 
red herring prospectus 
(DRHP) with the Securities 
and Exchange Board of In¬ 
dia for an initial public off¬ 
er to raise £,200 crore. 

According to the DRHP, 
the lender may consider a 
pre-issue placement up to 
£100 crore. 

If the pre-IPO placement 
is undertaken, the amount 
raised from it will be re¬ 
duced from the issue, sub¬ 
ject to the minimum issue 
size constituting at least 
10% of the post-issue paid- 
up equity share capital of 
Ujjivan SFB. 

Kotalc Mahindra Capital 
Company Limited, IIFL Se¬ 
curities Limited and JM Fi¬ 
nancial Limited are the 
book running lead manag¬ 
ers for the issue. 


retail and telecom, sources 
said. 

“They also address share¬ 
holders every year and intro¬ 
duce new products and ser¬ 
vices. There is no doubt that 
they are going to take hold of 
the reins of the companies in 
the coming years,” said an 
RIL shareholder. 

“I still think Mr. Ambani 
has a long way to go. He is 
imaginative and far-sighted. 
It’s very wise on his part that 
he is trying to place all three 
[in the business] given that 
there has been a problem 
historically. 

“[However] we have to 
wait and watch to see who 
gets what,” Sanjiv Bhasin, ex¬ 
ecutive vice-president, IIFL 
Securities, told The Hindu. 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

Central Bank of India is 
holding a two-day bottom- 
level consultative meet 
across 4,665 of its branches 
in the country in response 
to Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman’s recent call for 
introspection and action 
among PSU banks. 

Executive director P. Ra¬ 
mana Murthy said the takea¬ 
ways from this exercise 
would be discussed and de¬ 
bated at a State-level inte¬ 
raction scheduled between 
August 22 and August 23, 
and the final outcome 
would be presented to the 
Finance Minister and the 
Prime Minister. 

“There is a visible slow¬ 
down in the economy. Seg¬ 
ments such as automotive 
and real estate are already 
not doing well. The govern¬ 
ment feels that people at 
branch level can do better in 
terms of lending to priority 
sectors such as agriculture, 
MSME, education, retail and 
infrastructure. Banks play a 
crucial role in creating bu¬ 
oyancy in the market and 
thereby boosting economic 
growth,” he said. 

The key performance in¬ 
dicators identified by the 
bank include: push for digi¬ 
tisation, its exposures to 


MSME, Mudra loan scheme, 
education, agriculture and 
other priority sectors, NPA 
management, alignment 
with local priorities, corpo¬ 
rate governance and finan¬ 
cial inclusion of women 
entrepreneurs. 

“We have achieved all tar¬ 
gets and sub-targets for the 
priority sector and we are 
also at a vantage position 
with 65% of our branches 
being in the rural markets.” 

16 key parameters 

Five-year data, gathered 
from each branch of the 
bank, will be analysed and 
studied based on 16 key per¬ 
formance parameters iden¬ 
tified by the bank. 

“We are doing a peer to 
peer, intra- and inter-bank 
performance comparison 
study to gauge what makes a 
branch tick or why it does 
not grow, as also to identify 
additional revenue streams 
for branches. The exercise is 
aimed at creating a road 
map for the future of the 
bank, in line with national 
priorities of accelerated 
economic growth,” he ad¬ 
ded. After posting losses for 
14 straight quarters, the len¬ 
der has reported a net profit 
of £18 crore in Q1 of FY20, 
versus a net loss of £,522 
crore a year earlier. 


RIL’s restructuring, stake sale intent points to succession plan 

One of India’s largest conglomerates may become a holding firm with three large subsidiaries, oil to chemicals, retail and Jio 



Family silver: Interestingly Mr. Ambani did not give a direct 
reply to a shareholder's query on succession. ■ vijay bate 


‘Coffee Day 
debt to drop 
to £,000 cr.’ 


INTERVIEW | RAHIL ANSARI 

‘Credit crunch situation must change’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 


You need to reduce tax to make us invest more in products, says Audi India head 


The debt position of the 
Coffee Day Group post re¬ 
payment of debt out of pro¬ 
ceeds from the sale of Glo¬ 
bal Village to private equity 
major Blackstone is expect¬ 
ed to come down to £,000 
crore in the next 45 days. 
Coffee Day Enterprises 
(CDEL) said in a regulatory 
filing. 

This would exclude the 
debt on the books of its lo¬ 
gistics arm Sical and Mag- 
nasoft. It added that its 
debt as on July 31,2019 was 
£4,970 crore. 

The company expects to 
have a ‘comfortable posi¬ 
tion’ to service the reduced 
debt obligations. Sical has 
been working on divest¬ 
ment of certain assets. The 
proceeds from the divest¬ 
ment is expected to signifi¬ 
cantly reduce the debt in 
Sical, it added. 

Elaborating, the compa¬ 
ny said it had decided to 
divest Global Village, held 
by its subsidiary Tanglin 
Developments Ltd., for an 
aggregate consideration of 
£2,600 to £>,000 crore. On 
receipt of the considera¬ 
tion, after payment of re¬ 
quired statutory payments, 
the debt position of Coffee 
Day Group will reduce 
around by £2,400 crore 

As per the stock market 
declaration, the debt posi¬ 
tion of its subsidiaries are: 
Tanglin Developments, 
£,622 crore. Coffee Day 
Global £,097 crore, Sical 
Logistics £,488 crore. Cof¬ 
fee Day Enterprises ?480 
crore and Way2Wealth Se¬ 
curities £121 crore. 

Coffee Day Enterprises 
will announce its first quar¬ 
ter results for the current 
fiscal after the completion 
of scrutiny of its accounts 
and financials by recently 
appointed consulting firm, 
EY. The letter written by 
Mr. Siddhartha will remain 
‘purported’ until the foren¬ 
sic study on it is completed 
to verify veracity, said a top 
executive in the company. 




LALA TENDU MISHRA 

German luxury automobile 
major Audi is facing an uphill 
task in India with reduced 
sales volume. Rahil Ansari, 
head, Audi India, discusses 
various issues and how petrol 
and electric cars will be the 
future. Excerpts: 

What has gone wrong with 
Audi India? You were number 
one once and now, gone to 
number three among luxury 
carmakers. 

■ Nothing has gone wrong. 
When we came to this mar¬ 
ket, we were the last one to 
come. From number three, 
we went to number two and 
then to number one. Then, 
we went to number two and 
now, we are back to number 
three. 

The luxury segment is very 
product life-cyclic business 
and more the products you 
launch, the more cars you 
sell. We had a couple of firsts 
in getting to number one, 
which was namely the A3 and 
the Q3 volume models. 

If you look at past years, 
we didn’t have as many 
launches as all of our compet¬ 
itors, which is one of the rea¬ 
sons why you don’t sell the 
volumes that you were selling 
earlier. 

Last year, we had an unfo¬ 
reseen closure in the NCR 
which was one of our largest 
dealerships and then, the 
change from the emission life 
cycle in Europe and the 
WLTP which led to our 
coming out with some of 
the other models a little 
later than expected. 

I do still believe that 
the volume segment, ov¬ 
erall, is not doing as 
great as it could be in In¬ 
dia. The cake is not real¬ 
ly getting bigger, which 
is mainly on account of 
credit crunch and it’s 
on account of taxes. 

The taxes are very 
high, it’s not really 
favourable. 

So, it will go both 
ways. Now, when it 


comes to the products, of 
course, it’s the year of the 8s. 
We will launch the A8, the 
Q8, the R8, this will all come 
in the second half of the year, 
most likely [by the] end of 
quarter three, beginning of 
quarter four. 

We are working on a few 
more models for this year. 

We don’t have the final 
confirmation yet, so unfortu¬ 
nately, I cannot disclose 
anything at this stage but 
there may be one or the other 
model this year. For sure, 
there is something more 
planned for next year. 

You sold 6,463 units in 2018; 
was this a conscious decision 
to sell less? 

■ It was not a conscious deci¬ 
sion. There are things like 
product life cycle. But I do be¬ 
lieve that being too aggressive 
doesn’t make sense, because 
if you look at the entire pro¬ 
duct portfolio, we have a lot 
of products. But for the size 
of40,000 units (market in In¬ 
dia), it doesn’t do justice to 
have a much larger product 
portfolio. 


So, yes we need more mo¬ 
dels. And, we will come up 
with models which will have 
higher volume impact. I do 
believe that in order to 
launch more cars and a much 
larger model variety, you 
need to have crucial changes 
in the entire tax system. 


© 


The cake is not really 
getting bigger, which 
is mainly due to 
credit crunch and on 
account of taxes 


Are you BS VI ready? 

■ We will be ready on the first 
of April 2020. 

When will Audi roll out its 
first electric car in India? 

■ We have done a lot of deve¬ 
lopment on this. 

Our employees are fully 
trained on high voltage bat¬ 
teries and we have certified 
technicians from Audi India. 
We are ready with our con¬ 
cepts to roll out the E-tron. I 
hope the E-tron will come out 
by 2020. 

But we are trying to make 
it a little earlier. It is a fantas¬ 
tic car, I do believe that elec¬ 
tric mobility is the right step. 

I do think that electric veh¬ 
icles will do well in India and 
of course, the question is how 
the government is going to 
push the infrastructure roll¬ 
out. 

While there have been de¬ 
velopments in a positive 
manner with GST im¬ 
plementation with 
lower taxes for elec¬ 
tric vehicles, and 
some pilots run¬ 
ning on infrastruc¬ 
ture, of course, 
[they] have to be 
further pushed. 

We are hope¬ 
ful that once 
this is done, 
we can also 
bring out the 
car. 

When will you 
manufacture electric cars 





here? 

■ It is too premature to talk 
about this, and if there are 
not any favourable changes 
for the luxury segment, then 
there is no need to discuss 
that, to be honest, at this 
point. 

You have said people will buy 
more petrol cars. So, how will 
you change your production 
strategies and sourcing ? 

■ The product strategies in 
that sense will change. For 
the moment, we offer in all 
the models that we have, the 
petrol as well as the diesel 
versions. 

We will, of course, focus 
more on petrol engines now; 
that is a clear strategy. For 
new cars, you will see a ‘pe¬ 
trol first’ or ‘petrol only.’ 

Are metro markets saturating, 
prompting you to look at tier 
2 and tier 3 markets? 

■ The metro market has not 
yet saturated. 

There is still a lot of poten¬ 
tial and if you look at the en¬ 
tire volume split, a large part 
of the volume comes from 
metros and that will always 
remain the case. I do believe 
that there’s more potential in 
the metro markets because 
you still have an upcoming 
middle class there; especially 
those that are entering 
corporates.. 

What is the outlook? 

■ The luxury market is chal- 
Ienging. 

The credit crunch is not 
necessarily improving. I do 
believe that it has to change. 

The positive mindset has 
to be there. I don’t think that 
the automotive segment will 
recover in 2019 fully. It will, 
rather, happen in 2020, or 
even in 2021. Because, then 
you will have the BS VI that 
will also disrupt the market. 

Then, 2020 is going to be 
challenging and from 2021 
onwards, I think the market 
will stabilise. [Till then], it is 
going to be a very intense and 
challenging [market]. 



ChPT to create common-user + 
empty container yard 


Port to address export-import container traffic disparity 


N. AN AND 

CHENNAI 

Chennai Port Trust (ChPT) 
will create a common-user 
empty container yard to ad¬ 
dress the disparity between 
import and export container 
traffic in the region. 

ChPT receives more im¬ 
port containers than export 
containers. As a result, a 
large number of empty con¬ 
tainers are generated after 
import cargo is destuffed, 
said P. Raveendran, chair¬ 
man, Chennai Port Trust. 

Therefore, there was a 
need for the container oper¬ 
ator to reposition the con¬ 
tainers for other ports of the 
region. 

This issue would be ad¬ 
dressed by the creation of a 
common-user empty con¬ 
tainer yard, which would re- 



To boost auto exports, the 
port had developed 11.32 
hectares of concrete yard. 

ceive and stack empty con¬ 
tainers within the port area 
at a minimum cost to the 
trade, he said. 

Container survey 

The port also plans to take 
up container survey, clean¬ 
ing and minor repairs. 


This would help contain¬ 
er lines to feed empty con¬ 
tainers to the required ves¬ 
sels with minimum delay 
and cost. 

On car exports, he said 
that from January to July 
2019, the port handled 
57,462 cars through 15 ves¬ 
sels compared with 39,920 
cars through nine vessels in 
the corresponding period 
last year. 

To encourage automobile 
exports through Chennai, 
the port had developed 11.32 
hectares of concrete yard. 

Besides, the port had also 
rationalised vessel-based 
land allotment process. 

The security deposit re¬ 
quirement had been re¬ 
duced to one month against 
three months in the earlier 
scheme. 


TVS Motor 
arm invests 
$3.2 mn in 
Predictronics 


Sun Pharma arm signs 
pact with China’s CMS 

Grants partner licence to sell 7 drugs 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

TVS Motor Company said 
its Singapore arm had in¬ 
vested $3.2 million in the 
U.S.-based Predictronics 
Corporation which special¬ 
ises in providing end-to- 
end predictive mainte¬ 
nance analytics solutions. 

TVS Motor (Singapore) 
Pte. Ltd. has signed defini¬ 
tive pacts with Predictron¬ 
ics Corporation, headquar¬ 
tered in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
the company said. CEO of 
TVS Motor (Singapore) Ra- 
jesh Narasimhan said: “We 
are happy to invest in and 
strategically partner with 
Predictronics as they conti¬ 
nue to deliver business im¬ 
provements for Fortune 
500 companies while leve¬ 
raging them for our 
businesses.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

A wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Sun Pharmaceutical In¬ 
dustries Ltd. has granted an 
exclusive licence to a subsi¬ 
diary of China Medical Sys¬ 
tem Holdings Ltd. (CMS) to 
develop and commercialise 
seven generic products in 
mainland China. 

The collaboration with 
CMS now covers eight ge¬ 
neric products including the 
seven products referred 
above. The total addressa¬ 
ble market size for all these 
eight products is about $1 
billion in mainland China. 

The initial term of the 
agreement shall be 20 years 
from the first commercial 
sale of the respective pro¬ 
ducts in Mainland China 
and may be extended for 
three years as per mutual 
agreement of the two par- 



Dilip Shanghvi 


ties. “This collaboration 
gives us entry into the Chi¬ 
nese generic pharmaceuti¬ 
cal market. We see lot of po¬ 
tential in China for both our 
generics and specialty port¬ 
folio. With more than 65% 
generics penetration, China 
represents a significant op¬ 
portunity for generic phar¬ 
maceutical companies,” 
said Dilip Shanghvi, MD, 
Sun Pharma. 
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A crisis of legitimacy 

Is P.S. Golay eligible to hold office 
as Chief Minister of Sikkim? 


K. VE NKATARAMANAN 

The story so far: The Supreme Court is hearing a writ 
petition challenging the appointment of P.S. Golay alias 
Prem Singh Tamang as Chief Minister of Sikkim. The 
matter last came up on July 30 and was adjourned for 
three weeks. The crux of the issue is that the 51-year-old 
leader of the Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) could not 
have been appointed Chief Minister, as he is under a 
subsisting disqualification. Mr. Golay did not contest the 
Assembly election held this year, as he is barred from 
electoral contests after being convicted for corruption in 
2016. He completed his prison term only in August 2018. 
The petitioner, Bimal Dawari Sharma of the Sikkim 
Democratic Front party, argues that in view of his 
disqualification from elections for six years from the date 
of release, Mr. Golay could not have been appointed 
Chief Minister. 


What was the case against Mr. Golay? 

It goes back to his tenure as Minister for Animal 
Husbandry in 1996. He was held guilty under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act of misappropriating 3:9.50 
lakh, in the purchase of milch cows for distribution. He 
was sentenced to a one-year prison term. After his 
conviction was upheld by the Sikkim High Court, he 
served out a one-year sentence in prison. He was 
released on August 10,2018. 

What does his conviction for corruption entail? 

A person convicted under the Prevention of Corruption 
Act is not eligible to contest an election for six years from 
the date of release. This is under Section 8(l)(m) of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951. As Mr. Golay’s 
sentence came to an end in August 2018, he is barred 
from contesting polls until 2024. 

Was he eligible to be appointed Chief Minister? 

Going by the law laid down by the Supreme Court in B.R. 
Kapoor vs State Of Tamil Nadu (2001), Mr. Golay could 
not have been appointed Chief Minister. This was the 
judgment that unseated Jayalalithaa after she was 
controversially appointed to the office by the Governor. 
Jayalalithaa’s nomination papers in four constituencies 
had been rejected then, with three returning officers 
citing her disqualification arising from conviction for 
corruption. In Mr. Golay’s case, he chose not to contest 
the election. Both of them were elected leaders of their 
respective legislature parties, which won the elections. 

What was the principle behind the court’s ruling? 

Jayalalithaa’s lawyers had argued that qualification to be 

a legislator was not a 
prescribed eligibility norm 
for appointment as Chief 
Minister. The Governor 
was bound to appoint the 
person elected by the 
party that enjoyed 
majority in the House, and 
that for at least six 
months, a non-member 
could continue until the 
question of being eligible 
to contest an election 
arises. The Supreme Court 
had rejected this 
argument. “That non¬ 
legislator must be one 
who, when he is 
appointed, is not debarred 
from obtaining membership of the legislature : he must 
be one who is qualified to stand for the legislature and is 
not disqualified to do so.” 

How does the party, the SKM, view this legal bar? 

Mr. Golay’s party, the SKM, has come up with an unusual 
argument in support of his appointment as Chief 
Minister. It has claimed that the RP (Amendment) Act, 
2002, under which the clause related to disqualification 
for conviction under the Prevention of Corruption Act 
was introduced, had been ‘repealed’ by the Repealing 
and Amending Act, 2015. 

It seems unlikely that this argument will be accepted. 
Even though the Repealing and Amending Act mentions 
the 2002 Amendment Act as one of the laws that are 
being repealed, it is quite obvious that it was only being 
done to get rid of redundant laws from the statute book. 
The relevant clause in the repealing Act is clear that 
provisions that were incorporated through the 
amendment and have become part of the parent law will 
continue to be in force. 

The ‘savings’ clause says: “The repeal by this Act of 
any enactment shall not affect any Act in which such 
enactment has been applied, incorporated or referred 
to.” In other words, the clause relating to disqualification 
for a corruption conviction is now part of the RPA,1951, 
and the 2002 amending law was repealed only because it 
was no more needed. 


The Sikkim Chief 
Minister has 
approached the 
Election Commission 
of India for a waiver. 
Section 11 of the 
Representation of the 
People Act, 1951 says 
the Election 
Commission is 
empowered to remove 
any disqualification or 
reduce its duration 


Does Mr. Golay have any other option? 

The Sikkim Chief Minister has approached the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) for a waiver of the remaining 
period of his disqualification. Section 11 of the RPA says 
the ECI is empowered to remove any disqualification or 
reduce its duration for “reasons to be recorded”. 



Why is the auto industry facing trouble? 


The automobile sector is in the news 
as it is experiencing prolonged 
negative growth. What are the 
reasons? Why are jobs being lost? 
And how can the government help? 

YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

The story so far: In July, the sale of vehicles across 
categories in the country slumped 18.71% to about 18.25 
lakh units, down from about 22.45 lakh units, a year ago 
in the same month. This has been the steepest fall in 
nearly 19 years. This data, by the Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), gives out wholesale 
figures - i.e. the number of vehicles despatched to 
dealers by vehicle manufacturers. The pasenger vehicle 
segment, which comprises cars, utility vehicles and vans, 
has been one of the worst performing segments, 
registering its highest drop in sales since December 
2000: almost 31%, to a little over two lakh units from 
nearly 2.91 lakh units in July 2018. This was also the ninth 
straight drop in monthly passenger vehicle sales. In fact, 
barring a low single digit uptick in October 2018, segment 
sales have been falling for the past year. With the 
industry failing to arrest the downturn that started 
almost a year ago, despite deep discounts and new model 
launches, it has been forced to undertake production 
cuts. This has also led to the trimming of over 2.15 lakh 
jobs in the sector. 

What has happened to the automobile sector? 

The industry started off 2018-19 on a good note with 
vehicles sales across categories growing 18% to nearly 70 
lakh units in the first quarter (April-June 2018). During 
the quarter, passenger vehicle sales were up nearly 20%, 
commercial vehicles sales were up 51.55%, and that of 
two-wheelers grew 16%. 

However, domestic passenger vehicle sales declined 
for the first time after nine months in July 2018. In July 
2017, vehicle sales spiked due to the benefits extended by 
the rollout of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). 

However, demand failed to pick up in August and 
September, after the floods in Kerala and heavy rainfall in 
several other States. 

Why did inventory pile up? 

In the ensuing months, consumer sentiment remained 
subdued as the total cost of vehicle ownership went up 
largely due to an increase in fuel prices, higher interest 
rates and a hike in vehicle insurance costs. In such an 
environment, the festive season too failed to boost 
demand, leading to a huge inventory pile-up with 
dealers. To add to this, the IL&FS crisis late last year led 
to a severe liquidity crunch, almost drying up credit for 
dealers and customers. Nearly half the vehicles sold in 
rural markets - a segment that has been witnessing a 
higher growth rate in comparison to urban markets - are 
financed by non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 
Being stuck with higher inventory due to a lacklustre 
festive season, dealers too needed more working capital. 

As a result of all these factors, all vehicle categories, 
including commercial vehicles and two wheelers, began 
experiencing negative growth beginning December 
setting alarm bells ringing. The industry found some 
solace in the fact that historically, vehicle sales decline in 
the months preceding elections, and expressed the hope 
that demand following the elections would pick up. 
However, this did not happen. 

Are people holding off on purchases? 

There is also a possibility that some customers are 


waiting to buy the latest Bharat Stage (BS)-VI emission 
standard compliant vehicles or are waiting for more 
incentives from vehicle makers who will be looking to sell 
off their BS-IV compliant stocks before the April 1,2020 
deadline. Many industry players have also expressed 
concern that too much focus on electric vehicles (EVs) by 
the government may also be encouraging buyers to 
postpone the purchase of petrol and diesel vehicles. 

How many jobs have been lost? 

The automobile sector is one of the largest employers in 
the country, employing about 37 million people, directly 
and indirectly. The prolonged demand slowdown has 
triggered production as well as job cuts in the sector. 
According to the latest figures that are available, original 

equipment 

manufacturers (OEMs) 
have removed about 
15,000 temporary 
workers in the past two to 
three months. A lack of 
working capital amid 
tepid demand has led to 
closure of nearly 300 
dealerships across the 
country. This has led to 
over two lakh people 
losing their jobs, 
according to the 
Federation of Automobile 
Dealers Associations (FADA), the apex national body of 
automobile retail industry engaged in the sale, service 
and spares of two- and three-wheelers, passenger cars, 
utility vehicles, commercial vehicles (including buses and 
trucks) and tractors. Separately, the Automotive 
Component Manufacturers Association of India (ACMA) 
warned in July that 10 lakh jobs were at risk and urgent 
action was needed to bring the industry back on track. 

Why is the current slowdown different? 

Edelweiss Research has pointed out that the current 
slowdown in the sector is very different from the ones 
that the industry has gone through earlier. First, the 


slowdown is driven by domestic factors, including the 
NBFC crisis, while the earlier ones were triggered by 
global events. It also pointed out that over FY19-21, 
vehicle prices are estimated to jump 13-30% due to safety, 
insurance and emission-related compliance costs. For 
end consumers, such a steep price hike can prove a 
hurdle in growth recovery. Meanwhile, growing 
competition from the pre-owned cars market is also 
pulling down sales of new vehicles. For example, in the 
passenger vehicles segment, while the new vehicles 
market grew 2% in FY19, the pre-owned market saw 
double-digit growth. 

What does the auto industry want? 

The auto industry has been unable to arrest plunging 
sales in spite of new launches and offers and has been 
demanding immediate government intervention. 

Pointing out that the industry’s turnover is close to half of 
the manufacturing GDP, accounting for about 11% of the 
entire GST revenues of the country, the auto sector is 
hoping that the government will come out with a revival 
package ahead of the festive season to yield benefits. 

The industry’s demands include a reduction in GST to 
18% from the current rate of 28%, which will help in an 
immediate price reduction. It could kick-start demand in 
the short term, particularly ahead of the coming festive 
season. Besides, it has sought measures to handle the 
NBFC crisis to infuse liquidity into the system, and clarity 
on policy for electric vehicles and introduction of vehicle 
scrappage policy, which will also boost demand for new 
vehicles. These demands were also placed before the 
Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, during a recent 
meeting. 

How long will the slowdown last? 

That is anyone’s guess. With BS-VI variants to be rolled 
out April 2020 onward, the prices of vehicles will go up. 
While the increase for petrol vehicles is likely to be in the 
range of ^20,000-^50,000, in the case of diesel vehicles it 
could well be between 3:1 lakh and 31.5 lakh. The 
transition could also trigger some demand for BS-IV 
compliant vehicles in the remaining part of the year, 
given the price difference. 


The automobile sector 
employs about 37 
million people, directly 
and indirectly. The 
prolonged demand 
slowdown has 
triggered production as 
well as job cuts 
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Reverse 


The slump in 
India's auto sector 
continues, with 
plunging domestic 
sales of passenger 
vehicles, commercial 
vehicles and two- 
wheelers. The chart 
shows the year-on- 
year growth rate of 
sales of vehicles in 
various segments 
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What is the UN’s stand on Kashmir? 


What are UN Security Council members urging India and Pakistan to do to resolve the issue? 


KALL OL BHATTACHERJEE 

The story so far: On Friday, August 16, the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) held a “closed 
consultation” meeting on the situation in Kashmir. On 
August 5, India had ended the special status of the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) under Article 370 and 
Article 35A, carving it into two Union Territories: J&K and 
Ladakh. The Valley was put on lockdown, and 
mainstream political leaders were taken into custody. 
Both India and Pakistan were kept out of the UNSC 
meeting on Friday. The last time ‘The India-Pakistan 
Question’ was taken up by the UNSC was in December 
1971 when India and Pakistan fought a war leading to the 
creation of Bangladesh. It had been discussed during the 
1965 war too when Indian and Pakistani forces clashed in 
Kashmir and the western borders. After the abrogation of 
Article 370 last Monday, Pakistan wrote to the UNSC. 
China, a permanent member of the UNSC, and an ally of 
Pakistan, sought a meeting of the UNSC to discuss the 
developments in Kashmir. 



THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES 


What did the UNSC discussion throw up? 

The UNSC has not yet put out a statement, but after the 
meeting India insisted that issues around Article 370 and 
special status to J&K were an internal matter. The Indian 
Ambassador to the UN, Syed Akbaruddin, accused 
Pakistan and China of attempting to impart greater 
significance to the meeting than was warranted. One 
question that has been raised is about the situation in the 
Kashmir Valley now. Is the ground reality in the formerly 
undivided princely Sstate of J&K similar to that of the late 
1940s when key UN resolutions, including the UNSC 
Resolution 47 recommending plebiscite, were passed? 

When did the UNSC first discuss J&K? 

The Kashmir issue at the UN debuted on January 1,1948 
as India urged the UNSC to discuss the conflict that had 
erupted three months earlier when Pakistan sent 
irregulars, tribals and camouflaged soldiers into Kashmir 
prompting the Maharaja of the princely Indian State to 
accede to India. The submission of India detailing the 
violence unleashed by the irregulars on the local 
population and infrastructure became the foundation 
upon which the “Jammu and Kashmir Question” was 
created at the UNSC. The title was changed on January 22, 
1948 to “The India-Pakistan Question”. From its origin till 
1971, the topic featured prominently at the UNSC 
especially when both countries clashed. 

Under Resolution 39 on January 20,1948, the UNSC set 
up a three-member UN Commission for India and 
Pakistan (UNCIP). Disagreement between India and 
Pakistan led to the first failure as the commission failed to 
materialise. The commission was finally reconstituted 
with five members on April 21,1948 and it was mandated 
to plan a mechanism to ensure a plebiscite in the State. 
(This was part of the UNSC Resolution 47). The UNSC 


Resolution 47 passed on this date urged India and 
Pakistan to hold a plebiscite after restoration of law and 
order. The UNCIP passed a resolution on January 5,1949 
that provided the mechanism for holding a “free and 
impartial plebiscite” in Kashmir. 

At this juncture Pakistan managed to get an upper 
hand as the UNSC, under the influence of the United 
Kingdom, agreed to a ceasefire proposal without first 
ensuring Pakistan’s withdrawal from the area that it had 
gained during the early tribal raid in Kashmir. This 
allowed Pakistan to hold on to territory that would 
ultimately contribute to undermining the terms of the 
plebiscite itself. 

Why did the plebiscite plan fall through? 

The 1947-48 India-Pakistan war ended in a ceasefire but 
the Kashmir solution remained elusive. A key condition 
for the plebiscite was withdrawal of Pakistan from the 
areas under its control and India withdrawing individuals 
who were not residents of the State. However, neither of 
this happened. Instead both sides firmed up their 
presence in the areas under their control. India took the 
Kashmir issue to the UN for “prompt and effective action” 
but as pointed out by scholars, the big powers ensured 
that the issue lingered on and became a part of the global 
concern on conflicts. 

What is the relevance of the Simla Agreement to 
the Kashmir issue? 

Under the Simla Agreement of July 2,1972, India gained 
Pakistan’s commitment that the Kashmir conflict would 
be resolved bilaterally. Pakistan, however, kept the issue 
alive by hosting the Islamic Summit of 1974 where 
Pakistan began courting the Islamic world for its major 
foreign policy goals. After the Simla Agreement, Pakistan 


proceeded to further entrench territorial status quo as 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on November 7,1973 
ruled out an independent status for Azad Kashmir. 

The Northern Areas and Azad Kashmir were territories 
of the princely Indian State 
of Jammu and Kashmir that 
were awaiting plebiscite but 
the case for “accession” 
ruined the chance of 
Pakistan acting in 
accordance with the 
conditions of plebiscite, 
writes Aman M. Hingorani 
in Unravelling the Kashmir 
Knot. Under these 
circumstances, Kashmir as 
a legal problem appears far 
more daunting than 
Kashmir as a political problem that can be addressed by 
two powers of South Asia. 

What have the members of the UNSC said? 

Several of them have urged India and Pakistan to resolve 
the issue bilaterally - as India too has argued. Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi had gone to the 
UN with China’s support but the heightened military 
tension on the Line of Control and the ground situation 
on both sides show that the conditions in which the UNSC 
had passed its early resolutions on Kashmir do not exist 
any longer. Discussing the issue under UN auspices will be 
difficult for several reasons. First, the two parties (India 
and Pakistan) have continued the process of assimilation 
of territories under respective control into their union of 
states. Second, both sides had agreed to deal with it 
bilaterally. 



India took the 
Kashmir issue to the 
UN for 'prompt and 
effective action' but 
as pointed out by 
scholars, the big 
powers ensured that 
the issue lingered on 
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Brain-computer interface enhanced for 
active rehabilitation of stroke patients 

A trained neural network was used to develop a system that could effectively benefit stroke patients 



Fewer channels: We achieved improved motor imagery classification accuracy when the data 
dimension was almost reduced to half compared to the state-of-art method, says Vinod 
Prasad (second from right). 


CAPSULE 



Gravity stretches light 

General relativity, unlike 
Newtonian theory of gravity, 
predicts that when light 
passes close to a strong 
gravitational field it will 
undergo a shift towards longer 
wavelengths. This 
gravitational red-shift was 
observed when the star SO-2 
passed close to Sagittarius A*, 
the massive black hole at the 
centre of the Milky Way. This is 
a reinforcement of the general 
theory of relativity. 



Combating fossil fuels 

Scientists from Rutgers 
University have figured out 
how diatoms, small algae that 
produce 20% of the world's 
oxygen, harness solar energy. 
The discovery could lead to 
the development of algae- 
based biofuels and relief from 
fossil fuels. The algae store 
energy in the form of oils. 
Further understanding this 
process can release a lot of 
this oil which can be used as 
biofuel to drive vehicles, 



Diamond trail 

An article in Science studies 
helium isotopes in diamonds 
that were formed deep within 
the Earth but were thrown out 
in eruptions, avoiding near¬ 
surface contamination. Helium 
isotopes, which hold clues 
about the oldest parts of the 
earth, are not easy to find. The 
researchers have found 
evidence for deep primordial 
rock source mixing with 
sediments of subducting 
plates. 



Brighter than the Sun 

When seen in the Light of 
gamma rays, the Moon would 
appear brighter than the Sun, 
as imaged by NASA's Fermi 
Gamma-ray Space Telescope. 
Gamma rays are a part of the 
electromagnetic spectrum 
having short wavelengths and 
are highly energetic. Fermi's 
Large Area Telescope detects 
gamma rays from Moon, which 
appears blurred with a 
prominent glow at its centre. 


SHUB ASHREE DESIKAN 

The use of cybernetics to 
carry out rehabilitation the¬ 
rapies for stroke patients is a 
fast-developing field of re¬ 
search. Within this, the 
brain-computer interface is 
an important area being stu¬ 
died. IIT Palakkad research¬ 
ers have found a way to im¬ 
prove the functioning of the 
brain-computer interface 
when used by stroke 
patients. 

Stroke patients who suff¬ 
er from paralysis of limbs 
now have a different route 
to follow as far as rehabilita¬ 
tion therapy and eventual 
recovery of use of their 
limbs are concerned. This is 
by using a brain-computer 
interface. The interface pro¬ 
vides a two-way communi¬ 
cation between a person’s 
brain and an external dev¬ 
ice, such as an electro 
encephalograph. 

Optimisation problem 

This is effected by elec¬ 
trodes placed on the per¬ 
son’s head close to specific 
brain regions. Communica¬ 
tion certainly improves as 
the number of channels - 
electrodes attached to the 
brain region - is increased. 
But the downside is that in¬ 
creasing the channels 
makes computation more 
complex, increases prepara¬ 
tion time and is inconve¬ 
nient for the person. Thus, it 
would be preferable if there 


was a way to filter out and 
retain only the most useful 
and informative channels. 
Thus, there is an optimisa¬ 
tion problem at hand. 

New method 

The IIT Palakkad research¬ 
ers have used a trained neu¬ 
ral network, with inputs 
from neuroscience, to deve¬ 
lop a new channel-selection 
method that makes the pro¬ 
cess more efficient and ef¬ 
fective. The research is to be 
presented at the 2019 IEEE 
International Conference 
On Systems Man, and Cyber¬ 
netics, to be held in October 
in Italy. 


In the experiment, the 
subject sits on a chair and 
imagines clenching his or 
her right or left hand in ac¬ 
cordance with a cue that is 
flashed on a screen. Then he 
or she is given a cue to ima¬ 
gine relaxing his or her 
hand. Electrodes placed on 
the person’s head near the 
appropriate brain area con¬ 
vey this to an electro ence¬ 
phalograph (EEG), which 
decodes their thought. Each 
of the 10 persons was asked 
to respond to 100 random 
cues to imagine clenching 
either left or right hand and 
the signal was observed. 

Close to 75% accuracy 


was observed in the way the 
participants classified the 
cues. “We achieved im¬ 
proved motor imagery clas¬ 
sification accuracy when the 
dimension of the data was 
almost reduced by half com¬ 
pared to the state-of-art 
method. The average classi¬ 
fication accuracy obtained 
for 10 subjects is 74.3 with 
only 13 encoded channels 
(reduced from the initial 32 
channels),” says A. Vinod 
Prasad, who led the study, 
in an email to The Hindu. 

The group has developed 
an artificial neural network 
that actually makes this sys¬ 
tem work, by selecting the 


most informative channels 
and omitting the unneces¬ 
sary ones. “There are two 
major research challenges 
in motor imagery classifica¬ 
tion. The first challenge is 
the variability of brain signal 
features between different 
individuals,” says Prof Vinod 
Prasad. “The second is the 
variation of signal features 
of an individual person over 
a period of time. Robust sig¬ 
nal processing algorithms 
and machine learning tech¬ 
niques are needed to ad¬ 
dress these two challenges. 
We contributed in this direc¬ 
tion,” he adds. 

Uses in therapy 

At present, stroke patients 
undergo a passive rehabili¬ 
tation therapy - the patient 
plays a passive role while 
the physiotherapist actively 
helps by moving the pa¬ 
tient’s paralysed limb. Deve¬ 
lopment of the motor imag¬ 
ery brain-computer 

interface can help develop 
an active rehabilitation the¬ 
rapy where the patient can 
move his limb according to 
his own movement inten¬ 
tion (motor imagery). 
“Stroke recovery significant¬ 
ly enhances with such an ac¬ 
tive rehabilitation based on 
motor imagery because it 
assists in building new neu¬ 
ronal interconnections that 
take over the functionality 
of affected brain regions 
[brain plasticity],” says Prof. 
Vinod Prasad. 


App uses AI to detect banana pest, diseases 

An App using this tool can diagnose the disease and give treatment options 



Versatile: The App can detect symptoms on any part of the crop and is 
trained to read even images of Lower quality, -special arrangement 


ASWA THI PACHA 

Identifying diseases and pests on ba¬ 
nana crops will now be just a click 
away. Researchers have developed a 
new artificial intelligence system 
(AI) which can look at photographs 
and tell what disease the plant has 
and also give recommendations and 
treatment options to the farmers. 
The results showed that the model 
was over 90% accuracy. 

Training the network 

The neural network was given about 
20,000 images showing diseased 
and healthy plants. “Just like teach¬ 
ing a kid to tell an elephant from a 
horse, we taught the AI to identify 
leaf, root, fruit diseases and pests. 
Pictures from Uganda, Colombia, 
Congo and India were fed into the 
system for the training,” says Dr. Siv- 
alingam Elayabalan from the De¬ 
partment of Biotechnology, Imayam 
Institute of Agriculture and Technol¬ 
ogy (HAT), Trichy, Tamil Nadu. He is 
one of the authors of the study pu¬ 
blished in Plant Methods. 

The tool is now incorporated into 
an App called Tumaini, meaning 


hope in Swahili, and being tested. 

Expansion of scope 

The team is planning to add more 
diseases based on regions and also 
make the App available in local lan¬ 
guages. “When users take the pho¬ 
to, it gets uploaded to a global sys¬ 


tem for large-scale monitoring. Also, 
it is automatically GPS-tagged so we 
know what and where the problem 
is. We are also planning to incorpo¬ 
rate high-resolution satellite moni¬ 
toring to check the health of large 
fields,” explains Dr. Michael Gomez 
Selvaraj, from the International Cen¬ 


ter for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), 
Colombia in an email to The Hindu. 
Dr. Selvaraj is the senior author of 
the paper. The App can detect 
symptoms on any part of the crop, 
and is even trained to read images of 
lower quality. 

Major Indian diseases 

The app is now being tested across 
many countries and when the confi¬ 
dence of 100% is reached it will be 
available for free download. “Yellow 
leaf spot and Fusarium wilt are the 
major fungal diseases in India and 
farmers spend a lot of money on 
fungicides. Apart from the fungal 
disease, the viral disease such as Ba¬ 
nana Bunchy top virus is a big pro¬ 
blem in hilly areas of Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Northeast region. The 
App can tell the farmers in advance 
bringing down the treatment costs,” 
says Dr. Elayabalan. “We are now 
testing the App in Tamil, and it will 
soon be available in Hindi and Ma- 
layalam. The National Research 
Centre for Banana (NRCB) and the 
Indian Council of Agricultural Re¬ 
search (ICAR) have shown interest¬ 
ed in the App.” 


Nil unravels how diet restriction delays ageing, increases lifespan 



Source of hope: Pretomanid is only the third anti-TB drug 
approved for use by the FDA in more than 40 years, -ap 


Why the new TB 
drug shows promise 

R. PR ASAD 

Treating drug-resistant tuberculosis - multidrug-resistant 
TB (MDR-TB) and extensively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) - 
got a shot in the arm on August 14 when the U.S. Food & 
Drug Administration (FDA) approved a new drug Pretoma¬ 
nid. Pretomanid is only the third anti-TB drug approved for 
use by the FDA in more than 40 years. 

The drug was developed and tested in clinical trials by the 
New York-based non-profit organisation TB Alliance. TB Al¬ 
liance has granted a licence to Pennsylvania-based Mylan to 
manufacture and commercialise the drug. 

Pretomanid drug is expected to become available in the 
U.S. by the end of this year. 

What makes the new drug so promising? 

The duration of treatment for drug-resistant TB can be dras¬ 
tically cut from 18-24 months to just six months when preto¬ 
manid drug is used along with two already approved drugs 
- bedaquiline and linezolid. The all-oral, three-drug regi¬ 
men achieved nearly 91% treatment success rate and so can 
potentially reduce the number of deaths due to better adhe¬ 
rence to treatment. 

According to the WHO, the treatment success in MDR-TB 
patients is about 54%, while it is just 30% in the case of XDR- 
TB patients. Most drugs are ineffective in people with XDR- 
TB, and so a combination of eight drugs for more than a year 
is need for XDR-TB treatment. 

Drugs used for treating MDR-TB and XDR-TB can cause se¬ 
rious adverse effects such as deafness. The drugs are highly 
toxic thus reducing adherence to treatment. 

How widespread is MDR-TB and XDR-TB? 

People with TB who do not respond to at least isoniazid 
and rifampicin, which are first-line TB drugs, are said to 
have MDR-TB. People who are resistant to isoniazid and ri¬ 
fampin, plus any fluoroquinolone and at least one of three 
injectable second-line drugs (amikacin, kanamycin or ca- 
preomycin) are said to have XDR-TB. 

As per the World Health Organisation’s Global Tuberculo¬ 
sis Report 2018, an estimated 4.5 lakh people across the 
world have MDR-TB and nearly 37,500 people have XDR-TB. 
India has 24% of MDR-TB cases in the world. By the end of 
2017, XDR-TB had been reported from 127 countries, includ¬ 
ing India. 

Which category of drug-resistant TB patients will benefit 
from this new drug? 

Pretomanid drug along with bedaquiline and linezolid is 
meant for treating adults with XDR-TB. In the case of MDR- 
TB, the three-drug regimen containing pretomanid can be 
used only in those patients who cannot tolerate the MDR-TB 
treatment or do not respond to standard MDR-TB treatment 
regimen. 

The three-drug regimen is meant only for treating pul¬ 
monary TB and should not be used for treating extra-pul¬ 
monary TB, drug-sensitive or latent TB. 

How effective is the drug in treating XDR-TB and MDR-TB? 

The three-drug regimen consisting of bedaquiline, pretoma¬ 
nid and linezolid - collectively referred to as the BPaL regi¬ 
men - was studied in the pivotal Nix-TB trial across three 
sites in South Africa. The trial enrolled 109 people with XDR- 
TB as well as treatment-intolerant or non-responsive 
MDR-TB. 

According to TB Alliance, 95 of the first 107 XDR-TB pa¬ 
tients as well as those who are treatment-intolerant or non- 
responsive MDR-TB were successfully treated with a six- 
month regimen. There was successful outcome in two other 
patients when the treatment duration was extended to nine 
months. The overall treatment success rate was nearly 90%. 

How safe is pretomanid for clinical use? 


Worms exposed to moderate stress early in life are able to handle chronic stress that comes with ageing 



Early priming: The worms subjected to diet restriction early in Life showed 30-40% increased 
Longevity compared with controls, -special arrangement 


R. PR ASAD 

The role of dietary restriction in delaying 
ageing and increasing longevity across or¬ 
ganisms starting from worms to primates is 
well known. Now, a multi-institutional team 
from India has unravelled one of the me¬ 
chanisms by which worms (C. elegans) ex¬ 
posed to an early-life moderate stress in the 
form of dietary restriction are able to handle 
chronic stress that comes with ageing. 

Role of stress 

The team led by Dr. Arnab Mukhopadhyay 
from the National Institute of Immunology 
(Nil), Delhi also showed that certain orga¬ 
nelles in the cells (endoplasmic reticulum) if 
stressed early through diet restriction can 
do its job more efficiently later in life thus de¬ 
laying ageing and increasing longevity. Mod¬ 
erate stress early in life essentially primes 
the endoplasmic reticulum to cope with age- 
related stress later in life. It also delays the 
onset of age-related diseases such as Hun¬ 
tington’s and Alzheimer’s. 

In lieu of diet restriction, the researchers 
used a small molecule early in life in small 
doses for 24 hours to produce the same kind 
of stress in C. elegans. They were able to de¬ 
lay ageing and increase longevity. 

Protein folding 

The endoplasmic reticulum is responsible 
for much of the cellular protein-folding re¬ 
quirements and destruction of terminally 



misfolded proteins. Normally, the ability of 
the endoplasmic reticulum to fold proteins 
and destroy misfolded proteins gets com¬ 
promised with ageing. “The priming helps in 
delaying the deterioration of endoplasmic 
reticulum in folding the proteins,” says Dr. 
Latilca Matai from Nil and co-first author of a 
paper published in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences (PNAS). 

“The worms subjected to diet restriction 
early in life showed 30-40% increased lon¬ 
gevity compared with C. elegans that were 
not diet restricted,” says Dr. Mukhopadhyay. 



“We can bypass diet restriction to induce 
stress by using a small molecule.” A small 
dose of the molecule, which is a form of glu¬ 
cose that cannot be used by the cells, given 
for 24 hours early in life was found to prime 
the endoplasmic reticulum and improve the 
protein-folding capacity and degradation of 
aggregated proteins in adults. 

Endoplasmic reticulum requires glucose 
for folding proteins optimally. So, when the 
small molecule is used, the glucose availabil¬ 
ity is restricted and the organelle is stressed 
by the load of misfolded proteins. The de¬ 



fence mechanism to combat stress gets up- 
regulated and tries to fold the proteins cor¬ 
rectly or degrade them. 

The priming helps the endoplasmic reti¬ 
culum to handle stress as the worm ages. 
“We observed about 20% increase in worm 
lifespan when the small molecule was only 
used,” says Dr. Matai. 

“By using the small molecule, we were 
able to mimic the stress in mouse cell lines. 
We then induced the cells to produce pro¬ 
tein aggregates and we could see the cells 
suppressing and degrading the aggregates 
better than the controls. As a result, the cells 
survived better,” says Dr. Mukhopadhyay. 

Delaying disease onset 

Besides delaying ageing and increasing the 
lifespan, priming the endoplasmic reticulum 
with small stress helps delay certain age-on¬ 
set diseases such as Huntington’s and Alz¬ 
heimer’s. 

With ageing, the protein folding mechan¬ 
ism generally gets impaired and so protein 
tends to get misfolded and aggregates tend 
to form. Protein aggregates cause Hunting¬ 
ton’s and Alzheimer’s. “In C. elegans sub¬ 
jected to stress, we could observe a delay in 
protein aggregation as well as a reduction in 
aggregate numbers. The delay in aggrega¬ 
tion was more prominent (50%) than what 
was seen in the controls,” says Dr. Matai. 

“It is now important to test it on mouse 
models for Huntington’s and Alzheimer’s,” 
says Dr. Mukhopadhyay. 



Besides the Nix-TB trial, the safety and efficacy of the drug 
has been evaluated either alone or as part of the combina¬ 
tion therapy in 19 clinical trials conducted in 14 countries in¬ 
volving 1,168 patients. 

The FDA has approved the drug based on limited clinical 
safety and efficacy data, and so the drug should be restrict¬ 
ed to specific population of patients. Safety and effective¬ 
ness of the drug has been studied and established only 
when used in combination with bedaquiline and linezolid. 

The three-drug combination should not be used in pa¬ 
tients for whom bedaquiline and/or linezolid drug is not re¬ 
commended (contraindicated). 

The safety and effectiveness of the drug has not been test¬ 
ed in pregnant women and children. 

What are the adverse drug reactions caused by the drug? 

In the Nix-trial, the three-drug regimen was reported to have 
caused serious adverse reactions including liver toxicity (he- 
patotoxicity), suppression of bone marrow activity leading 
to reduced production of red blood cells, white blood cells 
and platelets (myelosuppression), as well as damage to pe¬ 
ripheral and optic nerves (neuropathy). 

Pretomanid drug was found to cause a reduction in the 
size of the testes and probably even the function (testicular 
atrophy). 

The drug can cause lactate accumulation in the body 
leading to sharp reduction in the pH of the blood (lactic 
acidosis). 

Prolongation of the QT interval of ECG (due to changes in 
the electrical activity of the heart) was reported when the 
three-drug regimen was used. The QT prolongation can lead 
to an abnormal and potentially fatal heart rhythm. The QT 
prolongation is caused by bedaquiline. 

Other common adverse reactions seen were peripheral 
neuropathy, anaemia, indigestion (dyspepsia), lower respi¬ 
ratory tract infection, visual impairment, hypoglycaemia, 
abnormal loss of weight and diarrhoea, to name a few. 
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The sins of 
the fathers 


VEER RAJ VEER 

On August 16 last year, a 
friend visited me in Del¬ 
hi. He was touring the 
national capital for the 
first time and was excit¬ 
ed. “Let us go to India 
Gate and Jantar Mantar. 
Delhi has got a vibe,” he 
ended with a millennial 
phrase. 

We both belong to a 
generation that had 
grown up obsessively pa¬ 
triotic watching films 
such as Border and Rang 
De Basanti. Singing the 
national anthem was 
routine in the school as¬ 
sembly every day, and 
we stood with our heads 
held high. Independence 
Day and Republic Day 
parades instilled in us 
patriotism, so much so 
that we longed to grow 
up and be of use to the 
nation. 

But in the rat race to 
get into a good course 
and college, we became 
ignorant of the happen¬ 
ings in the country. 
When we became eligi¬ 
ble for voting, we had no 
idea what the political 
scenario was and who to 
vote for. Nor did we feel 
the responsibility that 
came with the right to 
vote, for which millions 
had fought for hundreds 
of years. Our ignorance 
of the political scene did 
not, however, stop us 
from voting. 

Two years later, I was 
fortunate enough to real¬ 
ise the mistake and feel 
the responsibility bes¬ 
towed on us by the right 
to vote when I stumbled 
upon Orwell’s 1984 in a 
book store. I read it in a 
day. A part of me died 
that day, and a new seed 
of consciousness was 
sown. It was like coming 


out of a veil of darkness. 

I gave the book to my 
friend. After he read it, 
we discussed the nexus 
between religion and 
politics, what constitutes 
a “nation”, growing po¬ 
larity between majority 
and minority communi¬ 
ties, and the saffron- and 
green-themed debates 
on television news chan¬ 
nels. We were two young 
men trying to clear the 
vagueness now that we 
were out of the darkness. 
“We will have to read 
more and articulate bet¬ 
ter,” was the conclusion 
reached by midnight. 
Read more and articulate 
better! 

We slept, dreaming of 
driving on the Raj Path 
and saluting the India 
Gate as DJ (Aamir Khan) 
and friends did in Rang 
De Basanti. The next 
day, we went to the India 
Gate and saw the govern¬ 
ment buildings around. 
The sky was cloudy all 
day, and while roaming 
on the streets, our con¬ 
versation still main¬ 
tained the patriotic-polit¬ 
ical character. “Religion 
in politics is a problem 
that our fathers gave us. 
If we give it to our sons, it 
will be our fault,” my 
friend’s comment has 
stayed with me ever 
since. 

One might think that 
dreams are not what pol¬ 
itics is made of, but who 
knows maybe that is the 
problem. Anyhow, it 
would be abnormal for 
me in my early twenties 
not to be a dreamer. A 
song that another friend 
of mine loves comes to 
my mind, “You may say I 
am a dreamer/But I’m 
not the only one.” 


veer.raj. veer0700@gmail.com 


Sound and fury 


Of wonder-filled childhood 


ILLUSTRATION: J.A. PREMKUMAR 


Torn asunder 


When cacophony turns the world into a living hell 


How a starry-eyed youngster sees the world differently 


N. SAD ASIVAN PILLAI 

I will be the happiest man 
on the planet if someone 
turns the world to the 
mute mode, at least for a few 
hours. I fear, of late, that I 
suffer from misophonia, a 
disorder in which certain 
sounds trigger emotional or 
psychological responses that 
some may perceive as unrea¬ 
sonable, given the 
circumstances. 

Nearly a decade-and-a- 
half ago, as a section con¬ 
troller in the Railways, I 
would be peeved by the 
sounds and noise that 
sneaked into the omnibus 
communication network. 
The extraneous decibel dis¬ 
turbances often made the 
work chaotic. The “cross¬ 
talk” and the “line fault”, as 
they were called in our ar¬ 
got, triggered my immediate 
intervention for correctives, 
sometimes even putting off 
colleagues. 

My intent to avoid inter¬ 
fering noises or sounds grew 
with me, so to say, in all 
walks of life: functional and 
domestic arenas, restau¬ 
rants, transport vehicles... 
Some auto drivers play 


AKHI L V. MOORTHY 

T here is a small white 
flower in my garden 
blooming at 4 in the 
evening and hence called 
the 4 o’ clock flower. Many 
evenings of my childhood, I 
had spend looking at the 
flower to see the blooming. I 
tried everything from not 
closing my eyes to shielding 
the flower from the breeze, 
but I couldn’t see what I 
wanted. 

So I formed a postulate 
that it is a secret known only 
to the flower. As the flower 
knows that I am looking at it, 
the breeze is helping it make 
small movements and 
bloom. 

Nature has always fasci¬ 
nated me, and the stars were 
my favourite subject. My 
father told me that the stars 
were uncountable. I thought 
if I could count them, I 
would become a scientist. 
That was the age when I 
didn’t even know to count to 
more than 100. Yes! Count¬ 
ing the stars was stupid. But 
I enjoyed it. 

I thought the moon be¬ 
longed to me. Wherever I 
went, it followed me. And 


someday when the moon 
wasn’t there, I thought that 
it had slept early. My mother 
used to feed my younger sis¬ 
ter saying that she would 
catch the moon for her. I 
would get angry, thinking 
how unfair it was to give my 
moon to her. 

Another postulate of 
mine was that there were pe¬ 
oples and things trapped in¬ 
side the TV. My sister and I 
planned a plot to break the 
TV when there was a lot of 
chocolates beamed on the 
screen. We even kept a ham¬ 


mer ready. Thank God, I 
didn’t do that. 

I wonder what the chil¬ 
dren of the younger genera¬ 
tion must be thinking in this 
age of technology. I have a 
friend who talks to her sis¬ 
ter’s daughters through vi¬ 
deo call. Are these children 
thinking that their aunt is 
stuck inside the phone? 
Hope they are not planning 
to break the phone. 

My childhood was filled 
with sea, breeze, stars, 
plants and flowers. The first 
1,000 days are the founda¬ 
tion of the development of a 
child’s emotional, cognitive 
and motor skills. Home is 
their first school and parents 
are their first teachers. What 
you show them are what 
they become. 

Make sure that your chil¬ 
dren know the beauty of na¬ 
ture. Teach them how to 
plant a tree. Let them play in 
the mud. Let them run. Let 
them fall. Let them get up by 
their own. Let them wipe off 
the dust and run again. And 
that is how children learn 
their first lesson of not giving 
up. 


akhilvmoorthy@gmail.com 


film songs at uncomfortable 
sound levels during travel. If 
asked to stop it, some of 
them cast a strange glance at 
me, for they seldom encoun¬ 
ter such a request. If a driver 
ignores my request, I choose 
to get down, embarrassing 
those travelling with me. On 
trains and buses, I used to 
endure acrimonious talks, 
raillery and other acoustic 
assaults. 

Drivers indiscriminately 
blare high-decibel horns, 
giving scant respect to the 
restrictions of the zones 
they traverse. Some of them 
are patently ignorant of the 
road rules. Yet another 


group derives a sort of bliss 
by riding motorbikes with 
modified silencers that let 
out high, rasping noise. 

In my home, I am hyper¬ 
sensitive to the clatter of ves¬ 
sels and the noise of kitchen 
equipment such as mixers, 
air-coolers and ceiling fans. 

Yet another source of 
noise are the reckless pro¬ 
cessions and roadshows. I 
am at a loss to know if sound 
sensitivity drives other el¬ 
derly people too crazy. In 
my case, I like a serene, 
noise-free ambience to live 
in. 


sadasivan.chc@gmail.com 


The wounds of Partition fester for an 80-year-old 
who lost her best friend during the division 


But paucity of time did not allow 
them to forge close friendships. 

Except my father, who was a 
schoolteacher, other men would 
run their own small errands and 
return home only late in the night. 
After finishing their domestic 
chores, the women would gather 
under a dense tree in our cour¬ 
tyard. Salma and I would have our 
fun time then. On Deepavali and 
Holi, Salma would stay with us. 
While giving us money for fire¬ 
crackers and colours, my father 
would ensure that Salma received 
an equal share. Similarly, on Id, 
Khalil Chacha would give me my 
Eidi. 

When we were admitted to the 
same school on the same day in the 
same class, our friendship got a 
new spurt of energy. Now all day, 
we were together. At that time, I 
had no idea that I was Hindu and 
Salma Muslim. Slowly the winds 
began to take an enigmatic turn. 
Salma gradually stopped coming to 
our home after school for our regu¬ 
lar playtime. 

When I asked her the reason for 
not visiting our courtyard for our 
favourite game of blind man’s buff, 
she remained coldly quiet. Per¬ 
haps like me, she too had no idea 
of her religion. On Id, I insisted on 
going to Salma’s home to get my Ei¬ 
di. But my mother locked me in¬ 
side a room when she failed to con¬ 


vince me that Salma and her family 
were Muslim and they would soon 
go to their own country. The 
thought of separating with my best 
friend broke my little heart. I could 
not eat a morsel of food after that 
brutal revelation. 

Dark days 

During those dark days, we chil¬ 
dren were kept locked in the 
house. After the bloodbath ceased 
(of which I read in history books la¬ 
ter), Salma and her family were not 
there. I do not know if she is alive 
today or not. But she is my best 
friend in my childhood memories. 
I regret why I am Hindu and not 
Muslim and why Salma was Mus¬ 
lim and not Hindu. Had we all been 
only humans, not Hindus and Mus¬ 
lims, I would not have parted with 
Salma. 

“Man is born free but everywh¬ 
ere he is in chains” - I agree with 
Rousseau that we have limited 
choices in our free lives. The big¬ 
gest irony is that most of the peo¬ 
ple we live our whole lives with are 
not chosen by us, be it our parents, 
siblings or even spouses. But eve¬ 
ryone has the liberty to exercise 
her choice when it comes to 
friendship. This could be possibly 
a reason friendship is more es¬ 
teemed than romantic love. 


swarnakumari758@yahoo.com 


SWARNA RANI 

I was barely eight when Partition 
happened, but the loss it inflict¬ 
ed on me still hurts. 

Not conversant with the social 
dynamics, I befriended Salma 
when I was only five years old. At 
that time, Hindus and Muslims 
lived happily together at Mandi Gu¬ 
ru Harsahai village in Firozpur of 
Punjab. Khalil Chacha , an iron 
smith, was our neighbour, and Sal¬ 
ma was the youngest of his three 
children, the others being sons. 
Our mothers were best friends, 
though our fathers confined them¬ 
selves to the exchange of pleasan¬ 
tries with each other. Undoubted¬ 
ly, men in the Mohalla (locality) 
had no ill-will against one another. 


A flood of compassion when the levees broke in Kerala 

A doctor’s account of how pride and communal divisions melted away during the floods in Kerala in August 2018 



ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR 


ABRA HAM ITTYACHEN M. 

A fter several dull days, 
there was a sudden 
surge of patients in my 
outpatient clinic. It was ex¬ 
pected; the water level had 
receded after the devastating 
floods in Kerala in August 
2018, and the road to Muvat- 
tupuzha was open. I was ex¬ 
pecting some “flood cases”. 
And sure there were. 

There was this middle-age 
woman from Neriamanga- 
lam, on the way to Iduklci. 
She never expected the wa¬ 
ter to rise to such levels. Still 
there was a tinge of relief in 
her voice: “We got time to re¬ 
move all our important doc¬ 
uments.” Loss of household 
articles did not seem to both¬ 
er her much. 

Then there was this wo¬ 
man from Ooramana, a small 
village near Kolenchery. She 
was worried that her medi¬ 


cines had run out. There 
were other patients too. And 
I realised that human priori¬ 
ties can be myriad even in 
the face of calamity. 

But what struck a chord in 
me was this elderly woman 
from Mamalassery, another 
village not a long way from 
Kolenchery. Everyone called 
her Ammachy (mother). She 
has been living on the banks 
of the Muvattupuzha for 42 
years. Her husband died a 
few years ago, and their only 
son, who runs a bakery, is liv¬ 
ing with her. The husband 
was also my patient. In her 
long life, the rains had come 
and gone and she had seen 
the water rise on multiple oc¬ 
casions, but not to this level. 
She has several ailments and 
is a breast cancer survivor. 

As the water level rose, vo¬ 
lunteers from a neighbour¬ 
ing temple came to her 
house. The ancient temple 


had a big ootupura (dining 
hall), and they were willing 
to accommodate there 
anyone who wanted refuge. 
The volunteers took Amma¬ 


chy on a chair, and the family 
followed. Water was at the 
waist level and climbing. It 
was a Hindu-majority area, 
and hers was one of the few 


Christian families there. 

The temple authorities 
provided her a makeshift 
cot, while the rest of the peo¬ 
ple lay on the floor. A man 
came forward to take her to 
his house, but she decided to 
stay on in the hall along with 
80 families. 

If a calamity can bring out 
the best in most persons, it 
can also sometimes bring out 
the worst in a few. There 
were some people who re¬ 
fused the accommodation 
provided in a temple. Flood 
or not, they were staying put 
in their homes. 

But the temple authorities 
were clear: “The doors of 
our ootupura will never be 
shut.” 

But vanity finally had to 
bow before mighty nature. 
As the water level rose, that 
mighty pride simply melted 
away in the churning waters 
of the Muvattupuzha, and all 


made their way to the tem¬ 
ple. As it was the Ramayana 
month, the temple had 
enough stocks of food. 

Volunteers from outside 
came daily. The local MLA 
paid a visit. Our Ammachy 
stayed there for about four 
days and was well taken care 
of. 

I saw the spirit of Kerala in 
that small village. And I real¬ 
ised that all was not lost. For 
centuries, our ancestors 
have lived this way. Humani¬ 
ty came first. The poison of 
communalism and the seeds 
of deprivation have not po¬ 
larised communities in the 
State. 

My clinic closed around 8 
p.m. I left for home with a 
strange feeling of satisfaction 
that I had discovered a new 
meaning for what they call 
“Gods Own Country”. 


abyliz@redijfmail.com 
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Developing age-appropriate content 
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A mechanical lifestyle is meant not for humans but 
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Shastri wants to leave a lasting legacy 

Says it should be such that other teams going down decades would look to try and emulate 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

COOLIDGE (ANTIGUA) 

The reappointed Team India 
head coach Ravi Shastri says 
his primary endeavour will 
be facilitating a smooth tran¬ 
sition by the time he leaves 
the scene. There will also be 
room for experimentation, 
he said, as the side looks to 
leave a lasting legacy. 

Shastri, 57, was on Friday, 
selected for the post for a se¬ 
cond term. As per BCCI’s 
constitution, the national 
team’s head coach has to be 
below 60 years, the age Shas¬ 
tri will be approaching by the 
time his current tenure ends. 
The 2023 World Cup is still a 
long way and winning the 
2021 World T20 is the realis¬ 
tic goal for the team. 

Smooth transition 

“Next two years is to see that 
smooth transition happens 
because you will get a lot of 
youngsters coming, especial¬ 
ly into the white-ball setup. 
There will be youngsters 
coming into the Test match 
setup as well,” Shastri told 
BCCI TV. 

“You will need to identify 
another three-four bowlers 
to add to the pool, those are 
the challenges. At the end of 
our tenure, in 26 months, my 
endeavour would be to leave 
the team in a happier place. 
So that they can leave a lega¬ 
cy for the time to come,” the 
former India allrounder said. 

“I have the belief that this 



Looking ahead: Ravi Shastri has set his sights on an Indian team that keeps Lifting its its standard constantly, -file photo: afp 


team could leave a legacy ve¬ 
ry few teams have left behind 
in years to come, not just for 
the moment they are playing 
but at the end of it all... the 
kind of legacy other teams 
going down decades will 
want to try and emulate. 

On track 

“That is the desire, we are on 
track. There is always room 
for improvement. And with 
youth coming in through the 
ranks, I think it’s very excit¬ 
ing time. When you strive for 
excellence and you strive to 
raise the bar day in, day out, 
then you got to pay attention 


to that detail. When you do 
mess up, you have an off day, 
don’t let that day go by, in 
fact, make sure that you are 
focusing and concentrating 
on how you can get over that 
barrier,” he said. 

Among all the candidates, 
Shastri’s record was un¬ 
matched as the team reached 
the No. 1 ranking in Test 
matches under his guidance 
and won a series in Australia 
for the first time in 71 years, 
besides decent success in the 
limited overs format. 

“It’s been superbly consis¬ 
tent if you look at the perfor¬ 
mance over the last two- 


three years. But like I said 
that is the bar they have set 
and now it’s up to them to 
raise the bar,” Shastri as¬ 
sessed the team’s perfor¬ 
mance in the last two years. 

“There is no other way, 
they have to. Unless you 
make those efforts, even at 
the cost of certain results, 
you will not know what your 
best setup is.” 

Shastri stressed on the im¬ 
provements the current se¬ 
tup has made in fielding. 

“On thing that is most im¬ 
portant is that over the last 
four-five years, the biggest 
improvement is fielding and 


the endeavour is to make this 
the best fielding side in the 
world. 

He thanked the three- 
member committee led by 
Kapil Dev along with Shanta 
Rangaswamy and Aunshu- 
man Gaekwad for showing 
faith in him for another term. 

It’s been superbly 
consistent if you look 
at the performance 
over the last two- 
three years. But that 
is the bar they have 
set and now it’s up to 
them to raise it 



Smith’s gutsy show to the fore 


THE ASHES 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

England battled to 96 for 
four in their second innings 
by the end of a dramatic 
fourth day at Lord’s to lead 
Australia by 104 runs and 
leave the second Ashes Test 
on a knife-edge on Saturday. 

England had bowled out 
Australia for 250, Steve 
Smith making 92 after retir¬ 
ing hurt when he was struck 
on the neck by a venomous 
Jofra Archer bouncer. 

Smith left the field for 
treatment and returned 40 
minutes later, adding 12 runs 
before he was trapped lbw 
by Chris Woalces. 

England, 1-0 down in the 
series, led by eight runs on 
first innings but it quickly 


slumped to nine for two on a 
gloomy evening as Pat Cum¬ 
mins dismissed Jason Roy 
and Joe Root in successive 
deliveries. 

Rory Burns and Joe Denly 


SCOREBOARD 


England - 1st innings: 258. 
Australia - 1st innings: 

Cameron Bancroft Lbw b Archer 
13, David Warner b Broad 3, Us¬ 
man Khawaja c Bairstow b 
Woakes 36, Steve Smith Lbw b 
Woakes 92, Travis Head Lbw b 
Broad 7, Matthew Wade c Burns 
b Broad 6, Tim Paine c Buttler b 
Archer 23, Pat Cummins c Bair¬ 
stow b Broad 20, Peter Siddle c 
Bairstow b Woakes 9, Nathan 
Lyon Lbw b Leach 6, Josh Hazle- 
wood (not out) 3; Extras (b-17, 
Lb-12, nb-1, w-2): 32; Total (in 
94.3 overs): 250. 

Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-60, 3- 
60, 4-71, 5-102, 6-162, 7-218, 
8-234, 9-246. 


scrambled 55 runs for the 
third wicket, Denly making 
26. 

Burns’ battling knock of 
29 ended when he edged a 
lifting delivery from Siddle. 


England bowling: Broad 27.3-7- 
65-4, Archer 29-11-59-2, 
Woakes 19-6-61-3, Stokes 8-1- 
17-0, Leach 11-3-19-1. 

England - 2nd innings: Rory 
Burns c Paine b Siddle 29, Jason 
Roy c & b Cummins 2, Joe Root c 
Paine b Cummins 0, Joe Denly c 
& b Siddle 26, Ben Stokes (bat¬ 
ting) 16, Jos Buttler (batting) 
10; Extras (b-4, Lb-8, nb-1): 13; 
Total (for four wkts. in 32.2 
overs): 96. 

Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-9, 3-64, 
4-71. 

Australia bowling: Cummins 
8.2-2-16-2, Hazlewood 7-1- 
15-0, Siddle 8-2-19-2, Lyon 
9-2-34-0. 



Ouch, that hurts! Steve Smith was feLLed by a Jofra Archer delivery, -afp 


Pujara, Rohit 
come good 


Deepa Malik also recommended for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 


Gaurav Gill and Ravindra Jadeja among 19 chosen for Arjuna Awards 



Deepa Malik..another feather in the cap. 
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The recommendations 


IANS 

COOLIDGE (ANTIGUA) 

India went to tea at 219 for 
four in 62 overs on the 
opening day against West 
Indies-A in the three-day 
warm-up match ahead of 
the Test series, here on Sa¬ 
turday. 

Cheteshwar Pujara was 
the mainstay of the innings 
as he was batting on 89 and 
had Hanuma Vihari (9) for 
company at the break. 

Rohit Sharma, playing at 
No. 5, made a fluent 68 be¬ 
fore falling to Akim Frazer. 

Opener K.L. Rahul made 
36, while Mayank Agarwal 
(12) and Ajinkya Rahane (1) 
were dismissed cheaply. 

Earlier, India began well 
with the Rahul and Mayank 
putting on 36 runs for the 
first wicket before the lat¬ 
ter lost his wicket to Jo¬ 
nathan Carter. Then Rahul 
got out, caught off the bow¬ 
ling of Koen Harding. Car¬ 
ter was again in the act, 
nailing Rahane. 

The scores: India 219 for four 
in 62 overs at tea (K.L. Rahul 
36, Rohit Sharma 68, Che¬ 
teshwar Pujara 89 batting) vs 
West Indies-A. Toss: India. 


SPORTS AWARDS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Para athlete Deepa Malik was 
fourth time lucky after being 
recommended for the Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna for the 
year 2019 on Saturday, be¬ 
coming the joint recipient 
with wrestler Bajrang Punia 
for the highest sporting 
honour. 

Having won silver at the 
2016 Rio paralympics, Deepa 
had been ignored for the 
award for the past three 
years, leading her to ques¬ 
tion and criticise the deci¬ 
sion. Punia too had ques¬ 
tioned being ignored last 
year despite his achieve¬ 
ments but both have finally 
been recognised by the 12- 
member selection committee 
after a marathon two-day 
meeting here. 

Six Dronacharyas 

The annual sports awards for 
2019 across various disci¬ 
plines and achievements saw 
the final list including some 
interesting names and a few 


firsts. Unlike in the past, the 
Sports Ministry had formed a 
single committee for evaluat¬ 
ing and deciding on all the 
awards - both performance 
and coaching - and the final 
recommendations include a 
massive 19-member list for 
Arjuna Awards and six for 
Dronacharya Award for 
coaching - three each in regu¬ 
lar and lifetime categories. 

While motorsports would 
finally be satisfied with being 
considered a sport by the go¬ 
vernment with ace racer Gau¬ 
rav Gill becoming the first-ev¬ 
er from the category to be 
named for the Arjuna - so¬ 
mething even the likes of Na- 
rain Karthikeyan could not 
manage - eyebrows would 
definitely be raised at the 
committee recommending S. 
Bhaskaran for the same for 
bodybuilding. 

Chennai’s Bhaskaran 
would be the fourth body¬ 
builder to get the award and 
the first in 31 years, since T.V. 
Pauly in 1988, in an event that 
is not considered sport by 
many and has constantly 
raised the spectre of doping 
across the world. 


Also being recognised for 
his achievements at the Asian 
Games last year was rider 
Fouaad Mirza, getting an 
award for equestrian for the 
first time since 2004. Mirza 
also becomes the first civilian 
to get the honour in a sport 
that has been dominated by 
service personnel for long. 

Indian football goalkeeper 
Gurpreet Sandhu also got 
third-time lucky after being 
ignored twice earlier. 

In fact, while several of the 
medallists at the Asian 


Games were recognised in 
2018 itself, India’s achieve¬ 
ments in the continental 
event saw athletics continue 
to be the most awarded this 
year also with Md. Anas Yahi- 
ya, Swapna Barman and Te- 
jinderpal Singh Toor being 
recommended for Arjuna 
with as many as 14 sports re¬ 
ceiving representation. 

While women’s hockey 
would feel hard done by with 
only one name in the men’s 
section despite faring better 
in the past year, it would be 


RAJIV GANDHI KHEL 
RATNA: Bajrang Punia 
(wrestling), Deepa Malik (para 
athletics) 

ARJUNA AWARD: Tajinderpal 
Singh Toor, Md. Anas Yahiya, 
Swapna Barman (athletics), 
Ravindra Jadeja, Poonam Yadav 
(cricket), Sonia Lather (boxing), 
S. Bhaskaran (body building), 
Chinglensana Singh 
Kangujam (hockey), Ajay 
Thakur (kabaddi), 

Gaurav Gill (motorsports) 
Anjum Moudgil (shooting), 
Harmeet Desai (table tennis), 
Pooja Dhanda (wrestling), 
Fouaad Mirza (equestrian), 
Gurpreet Sandhu (football), 
Simran Shergill (polo), B. Sai 
Praneeth (badminton), Sundar 
Singh Gurjar (para athletics), 
Pramod Bhagat (para 
badminton) 


heartening for the followers 
of the sport to finally see 
Merzban ‘Bawa’ Patel being 
recommended for the Drona¬ 
charya in Lifetime category. 

Patel is credited with iden¬ 
tifying, nurturing and pro¬ 
moting talent in Mumbai for 
more than 30 years with sev¬ 
eral internationals owing 


DHYAN CHAND AWARD: Manuel 
Fredricks (hockey), Arup Basak 
(table tennis), Manoj Kumar 
(wrestling), Nitten Kirrtane (ten¬ 
nis), C. Lalremsanga (archery) 

DRONACHARYA AWARD: 

Vimal Kumar (bad¬ 
minton), Sandeep Gupta (table 
tennis), Mohinder Singh Dhillon 
(athletics) 

Lifetim Merzban Patel 
(hockey), Rambir Singh Khokhar 
(kabaddi), Sanjay Bhardwaj 
(cricket) 

RASHTRIYA KHEL PROTSAHAN 
PURUSKAR: Gagan Narang 
Sports Promotion Foundation, 
Go Sports, Rayalseema 
Development Trust 

MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD 
TROPHY: Panjab University 
(Chandigarh) 


their careers to him. 

Rana’s omission 
criticised 

Meanwhile, one prominent 
name missing from the list of 
awardees was of ace shooter 
Jaspal Rana, who was omit¬ 
ted for the Dronacharya 
Award. The omission of the 


current junior National coach 
who is credited with nurtur¬ 
ing the next generation of In¬ 
dian shooters, including the 
likes of Manu Bhaker and 
Sourabh Chaudhary, was 
widely criticised. 

But sources said that the 
main reason was multiple re¬ 
commendations from sport- 
spersons leading to confu¬ 
sion & the committee 
deciding not to consider any 
of the recommendation to 
avoid any controversy. 

Interestingly, even Mary 
Korn, one of the committee 
members, had recommend¬ 
ed two names. 

The 12-member committee 
was headed by retired Su¬ 
preme Court judge Justice 
Mukundakam Sharma and 
included the likes of Mary 
Kom, Bhaichung Bhutia, An¬ 
jum Chopra, Anju Bobby Ge¬ 
orge and Kamlesh Mehta be¬ 
sides representatives from 
Sports Authority of India and 
the sports ministry. 

The awards are presented 
every year on August 29, Ma¬ 
jor Dhyan Chand's birthday, 
observed as the National 
Sports Day. 


Dabang-Warriors match ends in stalemate 

Bengaluru Bulls prove too good for Tamil Thalaivas 


VAR denies City against Tottenham again 

Encouraging start to Arsenal’s season; Nightmare start to Barca’s title defence 



Gotcha! Bengaluru Bulls' Amit Sheron and Saurabh Mandal effect a super tackle on Thalaivas' 
captain Ajay Thakur. -m.vedhan 



Spectacular: Aritz Aduriz's final season began with a sensational Late volley. ■ reuters 


PKL 


S. PRA SANNA VENKATESAN 

CHENNAI 

Dabang Delhi tied with Ben¬ 
gal Warriors 30-30 on day 
one of the Chennai leg in the 
ongoing season of the ProKa- 
baddi League (PKL) at the 
Nehru indoor stadium here 
on Saturday. 

The match was decided on 
a review. With Warriors lead¬ 
ing 30-29, it reviewed Pra- 
panjan’s raid, the last of the 
match. While Prapanjan said 
he had touched Saeid Ghaffa- 
ri, the defender denied it. 

After the first referee an¬ 
nounced that the review was 
successful, which meant a 
Bengal win (31-29), the se¬ 
cond referee discussed with 
the first and it was an¬ 
nounced that the review was 
unsuccessful. 

Earlier, Bengaluru Bulls 
beat Tamil Thalaivas 32-21 in 
the first match of the day. 
Thalaivas’ first raid point 
came in around the eighth 
minute, when its star raider 
Rahul Chaudhari, who 
brought out the loudest 
cheers from the crowd, put 
out Rohit Kumar. Thalaivas 
trailed 3-10 then. 


Bulls’ Banty put out Man- 
jeet Chhillar for a successful 
raid, Rahul made an empty 
one, Bulls’ Pawan Kumar 
Sehrawat removed Ajeet and 
Thalaivas’ Ajay Thakur in his 
raid put out Ankit, following 
which Bulls led 12-4. 

Personal milestones 

There were personal miles¬ 
tones for some Thalaivas 
players in the PKL. Manjeet 
played his 100th match, Ajay 
crossed 1600 raids and Ran 
Singh notched up 200 suc¬ 
cessful tackles. 

Bulls, which led 17-10 at 
the break, saw Amit Sheron 
and Saurabh Mandal pull off 
a fine super tackle on Thalai¬ 
vas’ Thakur in the second 
half. The move helped Bulls 


extend the lead to 21-17 even 
as Thalaivas had closed in at 
17-19 before the tackle. 

The result: Bengaluru Bulls 32 
(Pawan Kumar Sehrawat 11) bt 


Tamil Thalaivas 21 (Ajay Thakur 
4, Ran Singh 4); Bengal War¬ 
riors 30 (K. Prapanjan 10) tied 
with Dabang Delhi 30 (Naveen 
Kumar 11). 


euro leagues 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MANCHESTER 

VAR denied Manchester City 
against Tottenham for the se¬ 
cond time in four months as 
the visitors secured a 2-2 
draw at the Etihad on Satur¬ 
day despite being largely out¬ 
classed by the Premier 
League champions. 

Spurs won a thrilling 
Champions League quarterfi¬ 
nal tie between the sides last 
season when Raheem Ster¬ 
ling had an injury-time goal 
ruled out by VAR and City 
were denied once more 
when Gabriel Jesus saw a 
stoppage-time winner disal¬ 
lowed on review for a hand¬ 
ball by Aymeric Laporte. 

Pierre-Emerick Auba- 
meyang was Arsenal’s match- 
winner again as the Gabon 
forward sealed a 2-1 win 
against Burnley to extend his 
side’s perfect start to the 
season. 

Aubameyang had netted 
the only goal last weekend at 
Newcastle and he emulated 
that crucial contribution 
with another decisive strike 
at the Emirates Stadium. 

Alexandre Lacazette’s first 


goal of the season had given 
Arsenal the lead before Ash¬ 
ley Barnes equalised for 
Burnley just before half-time. 

Reality check for Barca 

Barcelona made a nightmare 
start to the defence of its La 
Liga title on Friday by losing 
Luis Suarez to injury and 
then losing 1-0 to Athletic Bil¬ 
bao, after a sensational late 
volley from substitute Aritz 
Aduriz. 

Suarez hobbled off in the 
37th minute with what 
looked like a calf injury be¬ 
fore Aduriz came on in the 
88th, the 38-year-old striker 
who has announced he will 
retire at the end of the 


season. 

The results: La Liga: Celta Vigo 

1 (Losada 90+1) lost to Real Ma¬ 
drid 3 (Benzema 12, Kroos 61, 
Lucas Vazquez 80). On Friday: 
Athletic Bilbao 1 (Aduriz 89) bt 
Barcelona 0. 

Premier League: Manchester 
City 2 (Sterling 20, Aguero 35) 
drew with Tottenham Hotspur 2 
(Lamela 23, Moura 56). Arsenal 

2 (Lacazette 13, Aubameyang 
64) bt Burnley 1 (Barnes 43); 
Aston Villa 1 (Douglas Luiz 71) 
losLamela t to Bournemouth 2 
(King 2-pen, Wilson 12); Bright¬ 
on 1 (Trossard 65) drew with 
West Ham 1 (Hernandez 61); 
Everton 1 (Bernard 10) bt Wat¬ 
ford 0; Norwich 3 (Pukki 32, 63, 
75) bt Newcastle 1 (Shelvey 
90+3); Southampton 1 (Ings 83) 


lost to Liverpool 2 (Mane 45+1, 
Firmino 71). 

Bundesliga: Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach 0 drew with 
Schalke 0. Werder Bremen 1 
(Eggestein 47) lost to Fortuna 
Duesseldorf 3 (Hennings 36, 
Karaman 52, Ayhan 64); Frei¬ 
burg 3 (Hoeler 82, Schmid 84, 
Waldschmidt 87-pen) bt Mainz 
0; Bayer Leverkusen 3 (Bailey 
10, Havertz 19, Volland 69) bt 
Paderborn 2 (Michel 15, Mamba 
25); Borussia Dortmund 5 (Al- 
cacer 3, 59, Sancho 51, Reus 57, 
Brandt 82) bt Augsburg 1 (Nie- 
derlechner 1); Wolfsburg 2 (Ar¬ 
nold 16, Weghorst 60) bt Co¬ 
logne 1 (Terrodde 90+1). 

On Friday: Bayern Munich 2 (Le- 
wandowski 24, 60-pen) drew 
with Hertha Berlin 2 (Lukebakio 
36, Grujic 39). 


Ajay Thakur thrilled 


SPOR TS REPORTER 

CHENNAI 

Asked about winning the 
Arjuna Award, Ajay 
Thakur’s initial reaction 
was that of surprise. 

“Really? I had no idea 
at all. I was checking my 
phone till 4 p.m. to know 
whether the names had 
been announced, but 
there was nothing 


regarding it. Awards like 
the Arjuna push us 
sportspersons further 
because every athlete 
dreams of winning it 
from the very beginning. 

“I have been playing 
for India for the last 15 
years and kept yearning 
for the Arjuna. I still 
cannot believe my ears. 
What a news!” 
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Beaten all ends up: Blue's Ruturaj Gaikwad, who played a patient knock in testing conditions, is cleaned up by 
Green'sTanveer-Ul-Haq. -n.sudarshan 

Porel, Tanveer restrict India Blue 

The pace duo helps India Green call the shots on a truncated first day 


DULEEP TROPHY 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

India Green restricted India 
Blue to 112 for six at stumps 
on the opening day of the 
Duleep Trophy on Saturday. 
After wet outfield delayed 
the start by close to two 
hours at the Just Cricket 
Ground near here, bad light 
stopped proceedings with a 
good 90 minutes remaining 
for the scheduled close. Play 
was eventually called off 10 
minutes from time. 

Decision vindicated 

However, in the 49 overs of 
cricket that was possible, the 
pace duo of Tanveer-Ul-Haq 
(17-6-36-2) and Ishan Porel 


(12-7-26-3) made sure that 
Faiz Fazal would not be left 
disappointed with his deci¬ 
sion to field first under large¬ 
ly overcast conditions. 

Right-hand bat Snell Patel 
(5, 25b) was the first to go, 
trapped leg-before by Tan¬ 
veer before Porel got the 
prized scalp of Shubman Gill 
(6, 13b). The Blue skipper 
started with an imperious 
square-cut to the boundary 
but was out caught behind 
when the cherry brushed his 
gloves as he attempted to 
leave the ball. 

Bawane battles hard 

Ruturaj Gaikwad made a pa¬ 
tient 30 and even sent Tan¬ 
veer soaring over the long- 
off fence once. But the left- 
arm pacer had his revenge. 


rearranging the stumps as 
Gaikwad shouldered arms. 
When Porel forced Anmol- 
preet Singh to edge to Dhruv 
Shorey at first slip, it was left 
to the seasoned Ankeet Ba¬ 
wane (14 batting, 74b) to 
shore up the innings. 

In the company of Ricky 
Bhui, he dug deep and even 
survived a probing 10-over 
period as Porel and Tanveer 
hunted in tandem. Runs 
came down to a trickle, but 
crucially no wickets were 
lost. 

The introduction of spin¬ 
ner Rahul Chahar in the 35th 
over, however, appeared to 
relax the batsmen. It didn’t 
take long for Ankit Rajpoot 
from the other end to draw 
Bhui into an expansive drive 
and have him caught in the 


slips. Porel returned just af¬ 
ter tea to dismiss the expe¬ 
rienced Jalaj Saxena, caught 
by ’keeper Alcshay Wadlcar, 
to ensure that India Green 
will start day two on the 
ascendancy. 

“I thought we could have 
bowled even better,” said 
Tanveer later. “But overall 
we bowled in the right areas. 

“The conditions were 
good for bowling, but whe¬ 
never we erred, we were also 
punished. Ruturaj hit me for 
a six and the same happened 
to Porel when he bowled one 
short. The target is now to 
get the remaining wickets 
within 15-20 overs.” 

The scores: India Blue 112 for 
six in 49 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 
30, Ishan Porel three for 26) vs 
India Green. Toss: India Green. 


Goal is to play Test cricket: Faiz Fazal 

‘I can only score runs. The rest of the things are not in my hands’ 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Faiz Fazal made his India de¬ 
but much before his title¬ 
winning exploits as captain 
of the Vidarbha team. 

It was back in 2016 that he 
was picked for a limited ov¬ 
ers tour to Zimbabwe, on the 
back of an excellent domes¬ 
tic run during which the left¬ 
hander made 714 first-class 
runs at 44.62, including a 
match-winning 127 in Rest of 
India’s chase of 480 in the 
Irani Cup. 

In Zimbabwe, he did him¬ 
self no harm by scoring an 
unbeaten half-century on 
debut. But he hasn’t played 
for India since. 

This despite winning five 
domestic titles in the last two 
years - two Ranji trophies, 
two Irani trophies and a Du¬ 
leep Trophy, all as captain. 

“You definitely get disap¬ 
pointed if you don’t get 
picked,” Fazal said during 


the ongoing Duleep Trophy 
here. 

“I am disappointed that I 
couldn’t play again. But the 
feeling is temporary. I am 
back again this season. I 
have worked really hard in 
the off-season and am raring 
to go.” 

“Winning Ranji and Irani 
back to back was great. Such 
wins give you a sense of final¬ 
ity to all the hard work put 
in. But as an individual too I 
expected something and it 
didn’t work out. See, I can 
only score runs. The rest of 
the things are not in my 
hands.” 

Tough to break through 

Even other Vidarbha players 
have found it tough to break¬ 
through. In recent times, not 
many apart from speedster 
Rajneesh Gurbani have 
made the cut even for 
India-A. 

“As individuals, after win- 



Faiz Fazal -n.sudarshan 


ning, we all expect to play 
cricket at a higher level, like 
playing for India and In¬ 
dia-A. But hopefully with 
another good season, we can 
see more of them playing. 
We at Vidarbha aren’t big 
names. But we are making a 
mark and aspiring to play 
higher.” 

Staying motivated though 


hasn’t been difficult, at least 
for him. “The game itself 
does that to me,” the 33- 
year-old stated. 

“My father, who is also my 
coach, has always told me to 
respect and enjoy the sport 
wherever I play.” 

“That is why I go to En¬ 
gland in the summer. I 
played in the Northeast Pre¬ 
mier League (2016, during 
the India call) and this time I 
was in Northern Ireland. 
During summers, Nagpur 
gets very hot. But I cannot sit 
indoors and stay idle. Play¬ 
ing and winning matches 
away in England motivates 
me.” 

It is this passion that’s 
driving him forward. 

“We want to win Ranji and 
Irani again. It will be tough 
but we are up for it. The ulti¬ 
mate goal for me is to play 
Tests. Never compromised 
on that. The aim is still 
there.” 


Corfe Castle well prepped to deliver 


HYDERABAD: Corfe Castle, who is 
in fine trim, has an edge over his 
rivals in the Governor’s Cup 
(1,600m), the feature event of the 
races to be held on Sunday. 

1 DECCAN QUEEN PLATE 
(1,200m), maiden fillies 3-y-o 
only (Cat. II), (Terms), 1-55 p.m.: 1. 
Alliston (6) Umesh 54.5, 2. Ayur 
Shakti (8) Kuldeep Singh 54.5, 3. 
Carmella (3) Rohit Kumar 54.5, 4. 
Crackershow (10) Afroz Khan 54.5, 
5. Flamingo Fame (1) Alcshay Ku¬ 
mar 54.5, 6. Moskova (2) Suraj 
Narredu 54.5, 7. Most Wanted (5) 
B.R. Kumar 54.5, 8. Original Temp¬ 
tress (7) Zervan 54.5, 9. Silver Set 
(9) A.A. Vikrant 54.5 and 10. Wah 
Ms Zara (4) R. Ajinkya 54.5. 

1. FLAMINGO FAME, 2. MOSKOVA, 
3.0RIGINAL TEMPTRESS 

2 C.R. BHOOPAL MEMORIAL 
plate (Div. I), (1,200m), 5-y-o 
& over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 2-25: 
1. Mozambique (6) Alcshay Kumar 
60,2. La Romance (10) B.R. Kumar 
58.5, 3. Warrior Supreme (9) Zer¬ 
van 57.5, 4. Asteria (7) Umesh 56, 
5. Royal Dynamite (2) Rohit Kumar 
57, 6. Arc Of History (5) Gaurav 


Singh 54.5, 7. Digger (-) (-) 53, 8. 
Shalcesphere (3) Afroz Khan 52, 9. 
Avantilca (1) P. Sai Kumar 51.5,10. 
On The Fire (8) C.P. Bopanna 51.5 
and 11. Flying Spaghetti (4) Gad- 
dam 50.5. 

1. MOZAMBIQUE, 2. WARRIOR SU¬ 
PREME, 3. LA ROMANCE 

3 C.R. BHOOPAL MEMORIAL 
plate (Div. II), (1,200m), 5-y-o 
& over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 3- 
00:1. Southern Crown (5) Alcshay 
Kumar 60, 2. Ashlca Ashlca Ashlca 
(7) Koushilc 59, 3. Yanga (10) B.R. 
Kumar 58, 4. Star Gazer (4) 
Jitendra Singh 56.5, 5. New’s O’ 
Star (3) Gaurav Singh 56, 6. Gor¬ 
geous Lady (2) ICiran Naidu 54.5, 7. 
Marina Del Rey (6) Umesh 54.5, 8. 
New State (9) G. Naresh 54.5, 9. Ex¬ 
clusive Striker (8) Kuldeep Singh 
52.5 and 10. Shandaar (1) Afroz 
Khan 52.5. 

1. SOUTHERN CROWN, 2. ASHICA 
ASHICA ASHICA, 

3. MARINA DEL REY 

4 MANCHIRYALA PLATE 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 
upto 25 (Cat. Ill), 3-30: 1. Best 
Friend (3) Nalchat Singh 60, 2. 


Molca (1) Alcshay Kumar 60, 3. 
Goldsland (6) Deepalc Singh 59.5, 
4. Freedom Fire (4) Rohit Kumar 
58.5, 5. Just Like That (8) Ajeeth 
Kumar 58.5, 6. Rhine (2) Aneel 
58.5, 7. Recumbentibus (5) R. 
Ajinkya 57.5 and 8. Diesis Dream 
(7) Umesh 50.5. 

1. FREEDOM FIRE, 2. MOICA, 

3. DIESIS DREAM 

BASALAT JAH MEMORIAL CUP 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 60 
to 85 (Cat. II), 4-00: 1. Ambitious 
Approach (5) Koushilc 51.5, 2. 
Chase Your Dreams (2) Gopal 
Singh 59, 3. Isabella (8) Suraj 
Narredu 58.5, 4. Leading Legend 
(10) B. Nilchil 58.5, 5. Classic Re¬ 
mark (9) Gaurav Singh 57, 6. 
Mr.Baahubali (1) Surya Pralcash 56, 
7. Pentagon (6) G. Naresh 52.5, 8. 
Aragonda Princess (4) Gaddam 52, 
9. Scooby Dooby Doo (3) Ajit Singh 
52 and 10. Trump Girl (7) Abhay 
Singh 51. 

1. ISABELLA, 2. CLASSIC REMARK, 3. 
AMAZING APPROACH 

6 GOVERNOR’S CUP (1,600m), 3- 
y-o & over (Cat. I), (Terms), 4- 
30: 1. Corfe Castle (1) Alcshay Ku¬ 


mar 59, 2. Like Wise (3) Nalchat 
Singh 55, 3. Exclusive Wind (6) N. 
Rawal 54.5, 4. Tootsie Roll (4) 
Jitendra Singh 53.5, 5. Phenomenal 
Cruise (5) Zervan 52 and 6. That’s 
My Class (2) Ashhad Asbar 52. 

1. CORFE CASTLE, 2. LIKE WISE 

7 ASTRONOMIC PLATE (1,400m), 
3-y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 
(Cat. Ill), (No whips), 5-05:1. Barn¬ 
abas (5) Jitendra Singh 60, 2. My 
Journey (13) Suraj Narredu 59, 3. 
Magnetosphere (12) Gaurav Singh 
58.5, 4. Alexanderthegreat (6) 
Ajeeth Kumar 57.5, 5. Darshish (2) 
S.G. Prasad 57.5, 6. Once More (10) 
C.P. Bopanna 56.5, 7. Alta Vita (3) 
Afroz Khan 56, 8. Semira (8) R.S. 
Jodha 56, 9. Mr. Bruss (1) Gaddam 
53.5,10. Turf Choice (4) Umesh 53, 
11. Tiger Of The Sea (7) Surya 
Pralcash 52.5,12. Hurricane (9) N. 
Rawal 50.5 and 13. Stormy (11) G. 
Naresh 50.5. 

1. MY JOURNEY, 2. BARNABAS, 

3. DARSHISH 

Day’s best: corfe castle 
Double: MOZAMBIQUE - ISABELLA 
Jlct: 3,4, 5,6 & 7; Mini Jackpot: 4,5, 
6, & 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 & 4; (ii): 5, 6 & 7; 
Tla: all races. 


Karunaratne leads Lankan victory push 


The host needs another 135 runs to take the honours in first Test 

+ 



In control: Sri Lankan skipper Dimuth Karunaratne was 
solid during the chase, -afp 


kiwis IN SL 


REUT ERS 

GALLE 

Sri Lanka got off to a strong 
start in its chase for a 268- 
run victory target after skip¬ 
per Dimuth Karunaratne and 
Lahiru Thirimanne frustrat¬ 
ed New Zealand with a 133- 
run opening stand on the pe¬ 
nultimate day of the opening 
Test on Saturday. 

After New Zealand made 
285 to leave the hosts with a 
tricky fourth-innings target, 
Karunaratne and Thiri¬ 
manne batted sensibly 
through the last two sessions 
to swing momentum their 
way. 

Karunaratne hit only two 
boundaries in his patient 71, 
while Thirimanne stroked 
four of them in his sedate 57 
before bad light stopped play 
with the host needing 135 to 
go 1-0 up in the two-Test 


series. 

The home captain needed 
luck to reach the 50-mark, 
which he did when ’keeper 


B-J. Watling, who had an out¬ 
standing match with the bat, 
could not hold on to a catch 
after Karunaratne had edged 


spinner William Somerville. 

Earlier, Watling and So¬ 
merville batted resolutely to 
frustrate Sri Lanka after New 
Zealand resumed on 195 for 
seven. Watling, who had 
completed his fifty on Fri¬ 
day, fell for 77 which is the 
highest Test score by a New 


New Zealand - 1st innings: 

249. 

Sri Lanka - 1st innings: 267. 
New Zealand - 2nd innings: 

Jeet Raval c Karunaratne b de 
Silva 4, Tom Latham c Thirim¬ 
anne b Dananjaya 45, Kane Wil¬ 
liamson c Perera b Embuldeniya 
4, Ross Taylor c de Silva b Em¬ 
buldeniya 3, Henry NichoLLs c 
Mendis b de Silva 26, B-J. Wat¬ 
ling c Dickwella b Kumara 77, 
Mitchell Santner c Lakmal b 
Embuldeniya 12, Tim Southee 
st. Dickwella b Embuldeniya 23, 
William Somerville (not out) 
40, Trent Boult c de Silva b Ku¬ 
mara 26, Ajaz Patel Lbw b de 
Silva 14; Extras: (nb-2, b-4, 


Zealand wicketkeeper in Sri 
Lanka. Trent Boult chipped 
in with 26 while Somerville 
remained not out on 40 after 
facing 118 balls. 

For the host, spinners La- 
sith Embuldeniya (four for 
99) and Dhananjaya de Silva 
(three for 25) did well. 


lb-5): 11; Total: (in 106 overs): 
285. 

Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-20, 3-25, 
4-81, 5-98, 6-124, 7-178, 8- 
224, 9-260. 

Sri Lanka bowling: Lakmal 15- 
2-37-0, Dananjaya 32-4-84-1, 
de Silva 12-3-25-3, Embulden¬ 
iya 37-4-99-4, Kumara 
10-0-31-2. 

Sri Lanka - 2nd innings: Dim- 
ruth Karunaratne (batting) 71, 
Lahiru Thirimanne (batting) 57; 
Extras: (b-4, lb-1): 5; Total (for 
no loss in 50 overs): 133. 

New Zealand bowling: Boult 6- 
1-21-0, Southee 5-1-8-0, 
Somerville 20-5-36-0, Patel 
10-0-37-0, Santner 9-1-26-0. 


SCOREBOARD 


Real Kashmir in last four 

Goalless draw takes it through on better goal difference 


DURAND CUP 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO L KATA 

Real Kashmir FC on Saturday 
thwarted a strong challenge 
from a young FC Goa side to 
ensure a 0-0 draw and ad¬ 
vance to the semifinals of the 
Durand Cup football tourna¬ 
ment. 

Both sides were locked on 
seven points apiece after 
splitting points in their last 
Group-C outing at Kalyani, 
but RKFC made it to the last- 
four on a better goal 
difference. 

RKFC will meet Group-B 
topper Mohun Bagan, while 
Group-A leader East Bengal 
will take on the best 
Group-D team Golculam Ker¬ 
ala FC in an all-I-League af¬ 
fair on Wednesday. 

Aggressive start 

In a virtual quarterfinal, 


RKFC started on an attacking 
note but received some solid 
retaliation from FC Goa. Li- 
vewire Liston Colaco provid¬ 
ed a fine chance to Lalawm- 
puia in the 23rd minute but 
the latter hit the post to the 
utter disappointment of the 
Indian Super League 
franchise. 

FC Goa weathered the 
wrath of RKFC, led by Dan¬ 
ish Farooq, in the second 
half. One of Danish’s forays 
was nicely tackled by Goa 
captain Leander Dcunha in 
the 54th minute, while 
another header from a long 
free-kick was saved by custo¬ 
dian Antonio D’Silva in the 
65th minute. 

Goa had a last try through 
Kingsley Fernandes in the 
90th minute but the RKFC 
defence, led by its alert 
keeper Phurba Lachenpa, 
foiled the plot. 

The Group-D match bet¬ 
ween bottom-placed teams 


TRAU FC and Chennaiyin FC 
which got postponed owing 
to bad weather conditions 
on Friday, was abandoned 
on Saturday due to force ma- 
jeure. 

The result assured Goku- 
lam, which has six points, of 
a place in the semifinals. 

In case the Kerala outfit 
loses to TRAU and Indian Air 
Force (which is second with 
three points) beats Chennai¬ 
yin in their last group match¬ 
es, Gokulam - which earlier 
defeated IAF 3-0 - will go 
through on head-to-head re¬ 
sult. 

The results: 

Group-A: Jamshedpur FC 3 (Vi- 
mal 2, Aakash 51, Nabin 80) 
drew with Bengaluru FC 3 (Le¬ 
on 45, Suresh 90-p and 95-p). 
Group-B: Mohun Bagan 1 (Fran 
Gonzalez 58-p) bt Indian Navy 
0 . 

Group-C: Real Kashmir 0 drew 
with FC Goa 0. 

i-D: Chennaiyin FC vs 
FC match abandoned. 


India thumps a hapless Malaysia 

Mandeep and Gursahibjit score a brace each 


Indian women start with a victory 

Gurjit Kaur scores both the goals as they down Japan 2-1 



The star: Gurjit Kaur, right, was India's go to player. ■ pti 


OLYMPIC TEST 


IANS 

TOKYO 

The Indian men’s hockey de¬ 
feated Malaysia 6-0 in its 
opening encounter of the 
Olympic Test Event here on 
Saturday. Forwards Man- 


deep Singh (33rd, 46th) and 
Gursahibjit Singh (18th, 
56th) scored two goals each, 
while Gurinder Singh 
(eighth) and S.V. Sunil (60th) 
also registered their names 
on the scoresheet. 

The experienced Sunil, 
Mandeep and Gursahibjit 
created chances inside the 


first 10 minutes for India. 
Mandeep looked in good 
rhythm as he took two shots 
at the Malaysian goal, but its 
custodian Kumar Subra- 
miam was up to the task. 

Gurinder converted In¬ 
dia’s first penalty corner in 
the eighth minute. The fol¬ 
lowing minutes saw India 
dominate its opponent and 
win four penalty corners 
through great attacking play. 

Ashis Kumar Topno, Ni- 
lam Sanjeep Xess and Vivek 
Kumar Prasad got the penal¬ 
ty corners for India. 

However, the good work 
by the first rushers and a 
couple of fine saves by Sub- 
ramiam meant India could 
only manage one goal in the 
opening quarter. 

India score its second in 
the 18th minute through for¬ 
ward Gursahibjit, who was 
found inside the striking cir¬ 
cle by Gurjant Singh. 

World No. 12 Malaysia also 
forced the Indian custodain 
Suraj Karkera to make a cou¬ 
ple of fine saves in the next 
few minutes, but could not 



pull a goal back before the 
half-time break. 

Creative play 

India continued to attack at 
the start of the third quarter 
and vice-captain Mandeep 
registered his name in the 
scoresheet in the 33rd mi¬ 
nute after Jaskaran Singh set 
him up well through some 
creative play. 

The last quarter saw India 
score three more goals. Man- 
deep got his second in the 
46th minute, which was the 
goal of the match, as India at¬ 
tacked Malaysia on the coun¬ 
ter. A Malaysian penalty cor¬ 
ner was well-defended by 
India, which converted into 
an attack and it was finished 
off by Mandeep (4-0). 

The fifth and sixth goals 
came in the 56th and 60th 
minutes. India will play 
World No. 8 New Zealand on 
Sunday. 

The result: 

India 6 (Gurinder Singh 8, 
Mandeep Singh 33, 46, Gursa¬ 
hibjit Singh 18, 56, S.V. Sunil 
60). 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

TOKYO 

The Indian women’s hockey 
team started its campaign in 
the Olympic test event with a 
resilient 2-1 victory over host 
Japan here on Saturday. 

India took an early lead 
through penalty corner spe¬ 
cialist Gurjit Kaur in the 
ninth minute, but the host 
equalised in the 16th 
through Aki Mitsuhashi’s 
field goal. 

Gurjit stepped up again in 
the 35th minute to convert 
yet another penalty corner, 
which turned out to be the 
decisive goal in the match. 

India started with an ag¬ 
gressive intent and had a few 
opportunities in the opening 
10 minutes. 

Timely substitutions 

Both the teams, playing with 
16 players as per the Olym¬ 
pic Games guidelines, made 
swift and timely substitu¬ 
tions throughout, and it was 
in the 16th minute that Ja¬ 
pan’s substitution worked. 

The 29-year-old Mitsu- 



hashi combined well with 
her teammates before draw¬ 
ing parity. 

With majority of the at¬ 
tacks coming from India, Ja¬ 
pan sat back and looked to 
attack on the counter. 

The teams have played 
each other frequently in the 
past couple of years, which 
showed on the field as they 
understood each other’s tac¬ 
tics well, and it meant that 
the teams went into the half¬ 


time level 1-1. 

In the third quarter India 
got another penalty corner 
in the 35th minute. 

Moment of magic 

A moment of magic from 
Gurjit saw India regain its 
one-goal advantage as the 
23-year-old smashed the ball 
into the back of the net. 

The result: India 2 (Gurjit Kaur 
9, 35) bt Japan 1 (Aki Mitsu¬ 
bishi 16). 



Lahiri stays 
in top-10, 
Shubhankar 
misses cut 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

COLUMBUS (OHIO) 

India’s Anirban Lahiri 
stayed in sight of a good fin¬ 
ish, even holding a share of 
the lead for a short period 
in the second round of Na¬ 
tionwide Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal Championship here. 

Towards the afternoon, 
two mistakes gave him a 
bogey each and he fell back 
to even par for the day. At 
four-under 138, he is tied 
eighth, but four shots be¬ 
hind leader Kevin Dough¬ 
erty (66), who held the 36- 
hole lead at 134 (-8). 

With the cut coming in 
at one-over 143, Lahiri was 
in the upper rows of the 
leaderboard, while Shub¬ 
hankar Sharma exited ear¬ 
ly with a 79, after 75 in the 
first round. 

Lahiri, who was four-un¬ 
der 67 for the first day, 
called it disappointing. 

Brandon Hagy sits alone 
in second, one stroke back. 


• • • 
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Nihal Ullal leads Shivamogga 
to a comprehensive win 

Takes the Hubli bowlers to the cleaners during his unbeaten 88 



Quickfire: Nihal Ullal's 60-baLl knock was studded with 11 fours and three sixes. ■ k. murali kumar 


Harmeet advances 

Sanish, Sushmit also enter semifinals 


SOUTH ZONE TT 


TV PICKS 


Sri Lanka v New Zealand: 

First Test, Sony ESPN (SD & 
HD), 9.30 a.m. 

KPL: Star Sports 3, 3 p.m. 
The Ashes: Second Test, 
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. 
Premier League: SS Select 1 
(SD & HD) 6.30 p.m. 
Bundesliga: SS Select 2 (SD 
& HD), 7 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

Cincinnati Open tennis: 

Sony ESPN (SD & HD), 1.30 
a.m. (Monday) 


Overwhelmed, 
says Mirza 



Fouaad Mirza. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Rider Fouaad Mirza has de¬ 
scribed himself as “over¬ 
whelmed” by his selection 
for the Arjuna Award. 

Mirza shone at last 
year’s Asian Games, win¬ 
ning one silver medal in in¬ 
dividual eventing and 
another as part of the In¬ 
dian side in the team event. 

“I am overwhelmed 
with this announcement 
and grateful to the selec¬ 
tion committee which has 
considered me suitable for 
the Arjuna Award,” Mirza 
said here on Saturday. “It 
will be my honour to be fel¬ 
icitated at the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan by the President.” 

The 27-year-old from 
Bengaluru trains at the Em¬ 
bassy International Riding 
School. 

Last year, he became the 
first Indian rider to win an 
Asian Games individual 
medal in equestrian since 
1982. 


SHRE EDUTTA CHIDANANDA 

BENGALURU 

A superb unbeaten 88 by Ni¬ 
hal Ullal led Shivamogga 
Lions to a comprehensive 
six-wicket win over Hubli 
Tigers in the KPL. Set 155 for 
victory, Shivamogga cruised 
home with two overs to 
spare at the M. Chinnaswa- 
my Stadium here on Satur¬ 
day. 

Ullal was at the vanguard 
of the pursuit, his 60-ball 
knock studded with 11 fours 
and three sixes. 

Clear approach 

Shivamogga’s approach to 
the run-chase was clear. The 
openers came out swinging, 
with Ullal taking charge, as 
the power-play yielded 54 
runs. 

Ullal was one of the two 
players Shivamogga had re¬ 
tained going into this year’s 
action, despite the fact that 
the batsman had not enjoyed 
a great season last time, scor¬ 
ing only 90 runs from five in¬ 
nings. 

The 26-year-old repaid 
the faith here, taking the Hu¬ 
bli bowlers to the cleaners. 
Vinay Kumar was cut and 
pulled, and Aditya Somanna 
driven sweetly through ex¬ 
tra-cover. 

The leg-spinner Mahesh 
Patel came in for some harsh 
treatment, as Ullal slog- 
swept him twice into the 
stands. 

The 50 was raised with a 
searing cover-drive off Abhi- 
lash Shetty before Praveen 
Dubey was carted over 
cow-corner. 

With Pavan Deshpande 
(20) and Akshay Ballal (20) 
giving Ullal able support, 
Shivamogga made short 
work of the target. 


Earlier, Pawan anchored 
the Hubli effort with a rapid 
half-century after Vinay Ku¬ 
mar had won the toss and 
elected to bat first. 

Different game 

Pawan had developed a rep¬ 
utation as a stodgy opening 
batsman during his time 
with the Karnataka Ranji 
Trophy side, but the 31-year- 
old showed here that there is 
a different side to his game 
too. 

He struck seven fours and 
one huge six, off T. Pradeep. 
That six took Pawan to a 35- 
ball-50 but he fell one ball la¬ 
ter, holing out off a full toss. 

Pawan’s dismissal brought 
to an end a 49-run-stand for 
the fourth wicket with K.L. 
Shrijith that had propped up 


the Hubli innings. 

On either side of that part¬ 
nership, the batsmen floun¬ 
dered. T. Pradeep took three 
key wickets, removing the 
opener Luvnith Sisodia early 
before accounting for both 
Pawan and Shrijith in quick 
succession. 

Hubli managed to cross 
the 150-run-mark, but that 
score would prove vastly 
inadequate. 

Ballari wins a thriller 

In the day’s second game, 
Ballari Tuskers edged Bela- 
gavi Panthers by five runs in 
a thriller. 

Batting first, Ballari rode 
on Devdutt Padikkal’s fifty to 
make 143 for five in 20 overs. 

In reply, Belagavi seemed 
out of the contest at 54 for 


five, but a late rally by Ritesh 
Bhatkal and Abhinav Mano- 
har dragged the side close. 

That, however, was not 
enough as Ballari’s K. Gow- 
tham successfully defended 
13 off the final over. 

The scores: 

Hubli Tigers 154 in 20 overs 
(K.B. Pawan 53, K.L Shrijith 33, 
H.S. Sharath two for 30, T. Pra¬ 
deep three for 47, Rishabh 
Singh three for 19) lost to Shi¬ 
vamogga Lions 155 for four in 
18 overs (Nihal Ullal 88 n.o., 
Mitrakanth Yadav two for 26). 

Ballari Tuskers 143 for five in 
20 overs (Devdutt Padikkal 54, 
Abhishek Reddy 35, C.M. Gau- 
tam 27, Zahoor Farooqui two 
for 28) bt Belagavi Panthers 
138 for eight in 20 overs (Ritesh 
Bhatkal 27, Abhinav Manohar 
26, Bhavesh Gulecha two for 
15, Prasidh Krishna two for 26, 
K. Gowtham two for 32). 


A. VIN OD 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Sixth seed Harmeet Desai 
celebrated his selection for 
the prestigious Arjuna 
Award in style on the fourth 
day of the UTT-South Zone 
National-ranking table ten¬ 
nis championships at the 
Jimmy George indoor stadi¬ 
um here on Saturday. 

The Gujarat paddler, re¬ 
presenting Petroleum 
Sports Promotion Board, 

hardly gave Subhajit Saha 
any chance, before winning 
11-8,11-4,12-10,11-6. 

He will now take on Sou- 
myajit Ghosh (Haryana) 
who too produced a tre¬ 
mendous show against the 
No. 2 seed Sudhanshu Grov¬ 
er (PSPB), winning 12-10, 
11-1,11-4,11-7. 

Fourth-seeded Sanish 
Shetty overcame fifth-seed¬ 
ed Jeet Chandra 11-2, 9-11, 
11-8, 9-11, 11-4, 11-8. Sushmit 
Sriram (TN) in his quarterfi- 


Arshdeep sets up 
easy win for 
Cambridge 

bengaluru: Arshdeep Brar 
(five for 11) powered 
Cambridge CC past 
Shantinagar Cricketers in 
the Y.S. Ramaswamy 
memorial tournament here. 
The scores: 

Shantinagar Cricketers 54 in 
11.5 overs (Pavan 28, Muthu 
three for 21, Arshdeep Brar five 
for 11) lost to Cambridge 57 for 
one in 10.3 overs. 

Kapali 139 in 45 overs (Rahul 
Kumar 66, Anand Doddamani 
three for 13, Sudeep three for 
41) lost to Mount Joy 141 for 
one in 15 overs (Sudeep 68 
n.o., Bharath Dhuri 64 n.o.). 
Chintamani SA 239 in 41 overs 
(Gaurav Dhiman 35, Abhishek 
Nair 25, Arjun Arora 73 n.o., 
Rajat Hegde 48, S. Shreyas 
four for 49) bt 
Visweswarapuram (2) 205 in 
48.1 overs (P.C. Srikar 25, 


nal encounter, was 
stretched by Anirban Ghosh 
(Railways) before prevailing 
11-8, 7-11,11-7, 11-7, 7-11, 5-11, 
11-9. 

Top-seeded Sutirtha Muk- 
herjee was shown the door 
by Senhora D’Souza in the 
quarters 11-7, 13-11, 10-12, 
11-3, 9-11,11-8. 

No. 2 Madhrika Patkar 
was upset by Diya Chitable 
in the pre-quarters 5-11,11-8, 
11-8,11-4,11-7. However, Diya 
failed in the quarters against 
Ayhika Mukherjee who 
romped home at 11-6, 11-2, 
11-5,11-3. 

Selenadeepthi Selvaku- 
mar (TN) got to a 3-0 lead 
against Mousumi Paul 
(PSPB). But Mousumi bat¬ 
tled hard to take the match 
into the final game. Howev¬ 
er, Selenadeepthi clinched 
the marathon at 11-7,11-4,14- 
12, 5-11, 8-11,10-12,11-8. 

The other quarterfinal 
saw Shruti Amrute taking 
out Anusha Kumtable 12-10, 


Shabarish 93, Gaurav Dhiman 
four for 35). 

Vultures 328 for seven in 49 
overs (Saideep Ganesh 51, 
Mashooq Hussain 28, Pavan 
Deshpande 109, Praveen 
Dubey 77, J. Suchith 26) bt 
National United 132 in 39.4 
overs (Srinivas 40, Abhishek 
Ahlawat three for 46) (overs 
reduced due to rain). 

Mercara Youth 95 in 32.5 overs 
(Ram 30, S. Luvnith three for 
21) lost to Sir Syed Cricketers 
99 for two in 8.4 overs 
(Parikshith Shetty 63 n.o.). 
Malleswaram United 138 in 
46.4 overs (Jatin 32, Yashas 32, 
Akshay four for seven)lost to 
Social Cricketers 139 for three 
in 13.1 overs (Dikshanshu Negi 
62, Stalin Hoover 35). 

Vijaya 208 in 48.4 overs (Aryan 
Srivastav 42, Dilip 52, Madhu 
40, Abhijith four for 32) lost to 
Young Challenging Cricketers 
209 for seven in 46.4 overs 
(Prajwal53, Chandan 85 n.o., 
Ashwin Ram four for 30). 


Djokovic has 
the measure 
ofPouille 

REUT ERS 

CINCINNATI 

Novak Djokovic wore down 
Lucas Pouille after an even 
first set, dispatching the 
Frenchman 7-6(2), 6-1 in a 
Cincinnati Masters quarter¬ 
final here on Friday. 

It took Djokovic nearly 
an hour to prevail in the 
first set but he closed out a 
one-sided tiebreak with a 
deft backhand passing 
shot. 

The results: 

(quarterfinals): Men: Novak 
Djokovic bt Lucas Pouille 7-6 
(2), 6-1; Daniil Medvedev bt 
Andrey Rublev 6-2, 6-3; Ri¬ 
chard Gasquet bt Roberto 
Bautista Agut 7-6(2), 3-6, 
6-2; David Goffm bt Yoshihito 
Nishioka, walkover. 

Women: Ashleigh Barty bt 
Maria Sakkari 5-7, 6-2, 6-0; 
Svetlana Kuznetsova bt Karo¬ 
lina Pliskova 3-6, 7-6(2), 6-3; 
Madison Keys bt Venus Wil¬ 
liams 6-2, 6-3; Sofia Kenin bt 
Naomi Osaka 6-4, 1-6, 2-0 
retd. 


Silky Town 135 in 43.2 overs 
(Shah Mudassir32, Sharbanna 
three for 26) lost to City X1 136 
for four in 31.1 overs 
(Raghavendra 28, Ajay 63 
n.o.). 

Aaron’s effort 
goes in vain 

Aaron Dino’s 21 points went 
in vain as IBBC lost to BCBC 
53-79 in the boys’ semifinal 
league of the State under-18 
basketball tournament here 
on Saturday. 

The results (semifinal 
league): 

Boys: SAI (Dharwad) 85 (C. 
Arpan 21, J. Tabiyan 19, F. 
Harsha 19) bt DYES 
(Bengaluru) 72 (A.K. Rakshith 
16, Shashank Sai 12); BCBC 79 
(Akshan 20, S. Vedanth 15) bt 
IBBC 53 (Aaron Dino21). 

Girls: DYES (Mysuru) 63 (M.S. 
Harini 23, Jeshnavi 13) bt 
Mounts Club 57 (Abigail Deepa 
21, Reshma Ramesh 10). 


11-6, 5-11,11-6,11-9. 


BENGALURU ROUND-UP 


BRIDES WANTED 


WELL SETTLED Groom (2nd Marriage) 
Seeks Fair and Educated Bride, 
Caste No Bar. Contact: 9003253521 

SENGUNTHAR BTECH 23 Wrich VVFAIR 
BUSI seeks Fair VRich busigr 
sr67867@gmail.com 9883895200 

IYER VADAMAL Athreya Mirugasiris- 
ham Midunam 24/165 M.Com, (Ph.d) 
Asst Prof,17K seeks UG/PG Employed 
Bride. Subsect No Bar.Ct: 9994260743 

BRAHMIN IYER 34/180cm, PHD Asst. 
Professor, Bangalore Any Vegetari¬ 
an Ct: 9344138241/8220327956 

TAMIL BRAHMIN Divorcee with one 
boy aged lOyrs, Australia Citizen 37/ 
185, Srivatsa Gotram Employed in a 
reputed Insurance Firm in Australia, 
Seeks Brahmin bride from good family. 
Cont:9840249131 

IYER OCT.1980 Uthradam Bharadwa- 
jam, MS in Env Engg 14Lacs PA Chen¬ 
nai. Clean habits. Need suitable 
bride. Subsect no bar. Contact: 
8144896074 

BRAHACHARNAM SRIVATSAM Ayilyam 33, 
170cm, MSC employed Bangalore. In¬ 
vite suitable graduate girls 
9600085010 

SEEKS IYER Girl (Sub Caste No Bar) 
age 40 to 44 for an Iyer Groom who is 
a government Employer (Only Son) 
Unmarried. Education and job not 
necessary. No expectation. 

Contact: 9443696083 

IYER HARITHAM Ashwini April 76 Blr 
M.Sc, MS(CS), well settled boy seeks 
any never married Brahmin girls. Send 
BHP hdrs.rajkumar@gmail.com 

TELUGU BRAHMIN, 38, MCA, Project 
Lead HCL Technologies Madurai, 
seeks any Brahmin girl, 9487851429 

Hyderabad based Tamil Iyer Boy(5'9"/ 
BE (Mech)/60000 seeks bride. Contact 
father 944500392/ snagasa- 
my1159@gmail.com 

IYER BHARADHWAJAM Uthiram, 37yrs/ 
180cms, BE, MNC Chennai 15 Lakhs 
per annum, Own House at Chennai 
seeks any Brahmin Girl. Ct: 
09445222214 


BRIDES WANTED 

35 / 180 cms 
Hindu / Saiva Pillai 
B.Sc (IT) Software Professional 
Only Son, Mauritius citizen 
Parents settled & 

Work permit in Singapore 
Clean Habits 
Caste No Bar 

Uttaratathi (Uttarabhadrapada) 
Can converse in 7 languages 
Active cricketer in Singapore leagues 
Contact: satyam000@gmail.com 


BRIDE WANTED 


BharadwaJ 
Sadhayam, Vadiamai 
7-2-1989, 175 cm, B,E 
Dubai *30 Lacs P.A / 
Seeks Iyer / Iyengar 
Bride for Iyer Groom. 


CONTACT 

9176666587 

9962050888 


BRIDE WANTED 


Parents from Affluent 
Vellalar family with industrial 
background are looking for a 
suitable bride, well educated 
from similar community for their 
only Son with Engineering and 
Post Graduate from Ivy League 
Institution aged 26. Presently 
employed overseas and likely 
to return to India to manage 
family business. _ 


contact: 99766 82228 
TELUGU 


Balija Uthiradam 35/170 B.Com, MBA 
MNC 40K Chen,OwnHouse seek Bride 
belw30, SubCaste NoBar.9840934216 


BALIJA NAIDU 26/177 B.E, M.S,Logis 
tics,Sydney.Ayilyam-4 seeks BE,S/WE 
SubsectNoBar(photo,Star)9840959861 
Email: lathabaskar@hotmail.com 


NAIDU 43 Advocate, Unmarried, (Par¬ 
ents, Brother & Sister Nil) Caste 
No Bar. Brokers Excuse. 9941570969 


GAVARA UTHIRATADHI Meenam 31/ 
170 Fair B.Tech CTS 13K seeks Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:9445688215 

HINDU NAIDU 38, Ayilyam, Financial¬ 
ly Well off, Phy.Challanged, Works as 
Asst. Prof., Alagappa Univ., Ph.D, 75k 
PM Seeks bride age 35-45, Widow / 
Phy.Challanged / Broad minded, Caste 
No bar. Ct: 9443574653. 


Reddy Widow Groom 42yrs, 12crs 
Property Own House Hyderabad, 36L 
P.A Educated bride no Dowry. Ph: 
9133719283. 


KAMMA NAIDU, 29/180, B.E, SWE, 
TCS, 75000PM, Well to do Family, 
Seeks any Degree,9500085718, 
9003077746 


BALIJA NAIDU, 29/182, H.Some, B.E, 
Business Analyst, MNC,100000PM, 
5Cr Property, 9566002501, 
9500147440 


BALIJANAIDU 29/183 BE(ECE) MBA 
handsome Engg/Bank of America/Chen¬ 
nai, 12 Lakhs p.a. 9380475999/ 
9384887888 


REDDY (0NLYS0N) 27/180 BE, MS (Com¬ 
puters) Engg. MNC/USA $90K p.a. 
seeks any bride 9345448354/ 
9842127777 


INTERCASTE BE, MBA 28/177 handsome 
Engg-MNC-Chennai 12 Lakhs pa seeks 
min graduate 9385599077/9840037433 

KAMMA (0NLYS0N) 31/183 B.Tech (NT) 
, MBA (IIM) Vice President-MNC, 
Salary: ICr p.a. 9342939342/ 

9382554555 


BALIJA NAIDU 30/175 BCom MBA VRICH 
BUSI Chennai seeks rich Fair same/ 
sub 

castesr67867@gmail.com9443895200 

Sri Vaishnavas, 31 Yrs Boy working in 
MNC seeks Bride from Tamil/ Telugu 
& Kannada Family. 9632085804 / 
Email: ranganath.cube@gmail.com 

GAVARA 45 BE Govt. Thiruvathirai, 
seeks good looking girl subsect no bar, 
Ct: 9442361116/ 9442212344, Email: 
gomathianandhan2007@gmail.com 

BOYAR TELUGU 32/170 Hastham BA 
Working Senior Accountant (AG'sOff) 
Central Govt seeks Educated Bride 
Caste No Bar,No Brokers.9941102031 


URDU 


✓ URDU MUSLIM 30/170 M.Com, 
M.Phil, Pvt.college professor 
Rs45000/pm own house. Cont evening 
4pm 9787158805 


CM 

YK 




INDUSTRIAL NEEDS 


BENGALURU 
PROPERTY MART 


KIRL0SKAR ELECTRIC COMPANY LTD 

Authorised Dealer 

Basic Engineers & Traders 

(Since 1952) 



A.C. MOTORS 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY CLASS for IE2, IE3 


Type : Standard / Flame Proof / Crane Duty 
Slipring / Vertical Hollow Shaft 



Applications: 

* Air blowers 

* Boiler pumps 

* Centrifugal pumps 

* Dosing pumps 

* Fire fighting pumps 

* Gear pumps 

* Paper mill 

* Rolling mill 

* Ricemill, Flourmill 
* Saw mills 

* Sewage pumpsets 

* Steel mill 


❖ Ready Stock / Early Delivery ❖ Competitive Price 


No.4, (Old No. 30) ERRABALU STREET, CHENNAI - 600 001 
Cell: 9840303073 Phone: 25225491 (7 Lines) 

Email:basic@basicengineers.co.in www.basicengineersandtraders.com 



DS 

uri'i 

OUR LUXURY APARTMENTS 

WITH ALL AMENITIES AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

J 

SO 9001:2015 COMPANY 


CALL: 8880 003 003 

ATTIBELE 

15 Mins from Electronic City 

^ 24.85-40.97 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251 /308/PR/I 80518/001733 

ELECTRONIC CITY 

10 Mins from Infosys 

T 28.47-46.94 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/308/PR/I 80120/001520 


HENNUR ROAD 

5 Mins from Byrathi Circle 

? 28.41-37.17 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/310/PR/190130/002313 

H0RAMAVU 

15 Mins From Banaswadi ORR 

? 42.63-64.22 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251 /446/PR/I 81226/002241 

10 Mins from 
MANYATA TECH PARK 

? 82.77-98.59 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/309/PR/I 80120/001878 

Kengeri 

NEAR HOYSALA CIRCLE 

? 33.05-66.30 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/310/PR/190328/002502 



STs= www.dsmaxproperties.com 


WATERJET CUTTING Machine (OMAX) 
with Accessories for sale. Ct: 
9884163839 / idealwaterjet@ 

outlook.com 


ABB ROBO with controller 6axis 
110kg payload live working. 
9884019926 


FOR SALE CNC Surface Grinding M/c 
1000x500mm SIEMENS Control, 300HP 
SIEMENS MOTOR x 1480 rpm, Single 
and Multi station HYDRO VALVE TEST 
M/c. Contact: 7358775288 / 

9840017347. 


Beat the Heat 

Tuibo/Rflof Vonti laton 
for Fadorfoi end Indmhiw 


0% MoinlenarvcE 
'Free IntidbfiQn *' 

Urn ported 
from Thailand 


+ 91 98400 51102 
+91 98346 41102 

enfulblsuslma^gmali.rofn 

www-S(suthtnrU*rTi?u-if4jrir»|r-c4im 



URDU 


PRACTICING MUSLIM, 28/185 cm, 
IT/Dubai/65lpa., Seeking religious/ 
tall Muslim bride from Chennai. 
9176271056. 


MARRIAGE BUREAU 


Naidu Brides,Bridegrooms available. 
Naidu Maha Sangam- 9445688215 


HURRY 100TH year offer all india 
naidu sangam register & take any 
nos alliances freely for lyr 
7845089089 


USED MACHINES 
FOR SALE!!! 


READY AVAILABLE IN 
CHENNAI AND SINGAPORE 

* KOMATSU 1000 - 800 - 500 - 
400 - 400T - LINK MOTIO PRESS 
WITH MOVING BOLSTER 

USED SIMPAC PRESS 600T 
- 500T - 350T x 4 units 
(WITH TRASFER SYSTEM) 

USED AIDA 125T / 200T/ 300T 
HIGHSPEED 

♦ 60T / 80T / HOT / 160T / 200T 
SINGLE CRANK 

USED- 300T SANGYONG 
H FRAME 

■ USED CHING FONG 160T -HOT 
SINGLE 

USED ORII FEEDER 300 / 400 / 
600 MM Width / 3.5 & 4.5MM 
THICKNESS 

• USED CNC FANUC DRILL TAB / 
HARDFORD 1000MM VMC / 
YGM - 1000VMC- / SODIK 
WIRE CUT A600 - 1UNIT 

• USED 150T H FRAME KOMATSU 
PRESS 1X1M 

+ HYDRAULIC FONYU 500T, 800T, 
1000T, 1200T PRESS 

+ HARFORD CNC VERTICAL 
MILLING YEAR-2018 / 4000MM 
BED FANUC 311-MB 


LEKHA MACHINETOOLS PTE LTD 
F87, Sipcot Industrial Park, 
Irungattukottai 

09894878467/ +65-91816411 
E-mail: kumar_rm@ymail.com 
www.lekhamachinetools.in 


GENERAL 


WATER PROOFING 


MACBOND UNDERTAKING: Water¬ 
proofing Roof, Tank, Sump, 
Bathrooms, House painting, Tiling, 
Electrical, Carpentry, construction. 
Contact: 9448572697. 


ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 


INDIA’S FIRST 

4* LED BULBS 

EXTRA 20% LIGHT OUTPUT 






LUKER 

JV LUKER USA 


5^r Bulbs 

also available 

Ph: 97396 77890 
81293 33131 


LUKER ELECTRIC TECHNOLOGIES PVT. LTD. ® 2Y ears 

m srk@lukerindia.com ©www.lukerindia.com ^^warranty 

KERALA: 81293 331311TAMILNADU: 88708109991AP: 95028 647991TELENGANA: 98660 779021 GOA: 91581 59062 
W.BENGAL: 90072 775271 MAHARASHTRA: 98200 090551 MADHYA PRADESH: 93297 54005 AHMEDABAD: 96873 00643 




Avail Good Discount 

Bring this cutting for direct deduction 
Don’t go by Ear shot - go by Real shot 


PIECE OF LAND - PEACE OF MIND 

at Hosur Town - 7 Km from TVS Factory 

with SAMRUDDHI CLUBS & RESORTS 
i Ready for Registration & Construction 
Living with Entertainment 
Club Membership with 

Horse Riding School 
40x60, 50x1 OO, 80x120, 0.5 Acre 
100 Acres Well Developed Layout, Plenty of Water 


Contact :Dr. Swamy - 9342247637 
Vice President, OPULENT PROJECTS 

Nol, Mahaveer Towers, 24th Main, Near Nandini Hotel, J.P Nagar 6th 

WANTED A GENTS WITH GOOD COMMISSION 




DS OUR LUXURY APARTMENTS 

l f | If | WITH ALL AMENITIES AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

J!!M CALL: 8880 003 003 

ELECTRONIC CITY P-1 

Near Wipro 

? 26.56-36.72 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/308/PR/I 71222/001477 

UTTARAHALLI CIRCLE 

Near Bus Stop 

? 53.40-68.80 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/310/PR/180516/001702 

SARJAPUR 

5 Mins from Infosys HQ 

? 18.99-39.06 Lacs 

Ready to Occupy 

WHITEFIELD 

Near Sai Baba Ashram 

? 33.78-53.96 Lacs 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251 /446/PR/I 90301/002464 

SKYSCAPE 

(G+9 Floors) 

10 Mins from 

HORAMAVU BBMP OFFICE 

? 69.16- 77.92 Lacs. 

PRM/KA/RERA/1251/446/PR/180516/001706 

SKYCITY 

(G+19 Floors) 

10 Mins from 

MANYATA TECH PARK 

? 82.77- 98.59 Lacs. 

P R M/K A/R E R A/1251/309/P R/180120/001878 


www.dsmaxproperties.com 


BUSINESS OFFERS 


OOTY GUDALUR Agriculture Tech In¬ 
vest Rs.lLac & Get Monthly Rs. 
8,000/- Fixed Cash. 9123538901 / 
9791191824 


WANTED Existing NBFC License. 
CT: Hari, Phone: 6369757077, Email: 
hari.3610@gmail.com 


Job Holders & Home Makers. Be a 
Direct Selling Stockist and earn ex¬ 
tra income with an investment of 
RS. 10000/- for a Hyderabad based 
branded Filter Coffee Powder manu¬ 
factured in Coorg. Call: 9866122228, 
9866651167 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Pressed Metal Parts,MaterialHandling 
Systems Manufacturing Unit@Chennai 
for Sale. +919176278267/9500157715 


FINANCE 


FINANCE AGAINST Properties, 
Cheques & abroad projects. Ph- 
09840024113 


QUICK PROCESS Loan for Business 
People: Loan Against Property, 
Secured Loan,Unsecured Loan, SME 
& Corporate, NPA Releases & Cheque 
Basis.Min2Cr.&Above Ct:7358408941/ 
9150446519 


IMMEDIATE LOWINTEREST Business, 
Property, Project Takeover 
09176587553 


LOAN AGAINST Property Business For¬ 
eign 

Project.08610936362/07708215904 


GENERAL 


REQUIRED SPARINGLY used machines. 
1)Power Press 50 Ton 
capacity.(Mechanical).2)CNC Pipe 
Bending machine.Max Size-Dia 
40x3.25 Thk.5 axis.Contact-Mr Ravi- 
9448992962 


MARKETING CONSULTANT Market 
your any products in Kerala Lion Mar¬ 
keting, Ambady lane, Ter, 9188328344 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


GENERAL 


MECH INDUSTRY Req Fresher/Exp De¬ 
signer (AutoCad & Creo) @ Thirumu- 
divakkam, Chennai, Accommodation 
and Cab Facility Available. Ct: 
9790724048_ 

WELL ESTABLISHED diagnostic compa¬ 
ny in Chennai wish to employ candi¬ 
dates for South based on ability 
to deliver results, and not degree 
or diploma, for sales, service and 
production. If you have confidence 
to achieve, apply specifying the 
post and place to employment1985@ 
gmail.com 


MARKETING 


WANTED SALES/ Marketing Profession¬ 
al, Contact 9746994321 


SITUATION REQUIRED 


BE CSE (M) 13+Exp in Oracle Forms 
Seeking Position Sr.Mngr/ Mngr 1 Arch 
9840067653 / nagaraj2k6@gmail.com 


PLASTIC TECHN0L0GIST(CIPET),MALE 

47,23yrsExperience.Living in 

Chennai.LOOKING FOR JOB CHANGE. 
9710606674 


PERSONAL 

CHANGE OF NAME 


I, ASHRAFUL Alom S/o Rafique Uddin 
Borbhuyan, R/o:134,6th Main, Anu- 
graha Layout, Bilekahalli, Bengalu¬ 
ru, Karnataka-560076, have changed 
my name to Ashraf Borbhuyan for 
all purposes in future 


XPRESSIONS 

GREETINGS 


SRIRAMA 
WHERE ARE YOU 


27TH BIRTHDAY 

WITHOUT YOU 18-08-1983 



Praying for your Happiness 
Wherever you are 
Waiting for the Reunion 
Your loved ones. 


THEMf-mHINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries and 
satisfy themselves about the authenticity 
of an advertisement before responding to 
publication / advertisement any in this 
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., 
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, 
does not vouch for the genuineness of any 
advertisement or advertiser or for any of 
the advertiser's products and/or services. 
In no event can the Owner, Publisher, 
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of 
this newspaper / company be held re¬ 
sponsible/liable in any manner what so 
ever for any claims and/or damages for 
publications / advertisements in this 
newspaper. 






A BG-BGE 
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30 years on, an ultra-marathon to remember Berlin Wall victims 

Memorials along the 160-km-route tell the personal stories of many of the 130 people killed while trying to cross the Cold War relic 



Memory lane: A runner rests by a portion of the Berlin Wall while another, right, crosses a former watchtower. ■ afp 



China launches rocket 
for commercial use 

BEIJING 

A Chinese government space 
agency successfully launched 
on Saturday its first rocket 
meant for commercial use, 
state television CCTV 
reported, as firms in the 
country compete to join a 
satellite boom. Smart 
Dragon-1 rocket, which 
weighs 23 tonnes, put three 
satellites into orbit, reuters 



Beloved baby dugong 
dies in Thailand 


BANGKOK 

A sick baby dugong whose 
fight for recovery won hearts 
in Thailand and cast a 
spotlight on ocean 
conservation has died from an 
infection exacerbated by bits 
of plastic lining her stomach, 
officials said on Saturday, afp 



Court rejects girl's bid to 
join German boys choir 


BERLIN 

A court in Germany has 
rejected a 9-year-old girl's bid 
to join a centuries-old Berlin 
boys choir. On Friday, the 
Berlin administrative court 
said the choir's right to 
choose its singers outweighed 
the principle of gender 
equality. The choir was 
founded in 1465. ap 



Elvis Presley animated 
spy series in the works 


LOS ANGELES 

Streaming platform Netflix 
has ordered an Elvis Presley 
animated action comedy 
series Agent King. Netflix 
announced the project on 
August 16, which marked the 
42 nd anniversary of the music 
icon's death, pti 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

BERLIN 

Where guard towers and 
barbed wire once stood, run¬ 
ners pouned the 160 km path 
along the former Berlin Wall 
on Saturday. 

Around 500 runners, 
started the 8 th edition of the 
Berlin Wall Race, ahead of 
the 30 th anniversary of the 
Wall’s demise this 
November. 

With weary legs, most 
runners will jog through Sa¬ 
turday night, aiming to reach 
the city centre stadium 
which doubles as both start 
and finish, in the early hours 
of Sunday. 

The race is part ultra-ma¬ 
rathon, part tribute to those 
who died trying to cross the 
Wall, which the East German 
communist regime hastily 
erected in 1961 and stood for 
28 years. 

Precious little of the origi¬ 
nal concrete structure re¬ 
mains, most of it hurriedly 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LOS ANGELES 

U.S. actor Peter Fonda, the 
star of the classic 1969 road 
movie Easy Rider, died on 
Friday, aged 79, from respi¬ 
ratory failure due to lung 
cancer, his family said. 

Fonda passed away 
peacefully at his home in 
Los Angeles surrounded by 
relatives, a statement said. 

“While we mourn the loss 
of this sweet and gracious 
man, we also wish for all to 
celebrate his indomitable 
spirit and love of life,” it said. 

Fonda was the brother of 
U.S. activist and actor Jane 
Fonda, and the son of actor 
Henry Fonda. 

In a statement, Jane Fon¬ 
da said, “I have had beauti¬ 
ful alone time with him 
these last days. He went out 
laughing.” 

He co-wrote and pro¬ 
duced Easy Rider, in which 
he appeared alongside its di¬ 
rector Dennis Hopper and a 
young Jack Nicholson. 

The wildly successful film 
became an anti-establish- 


torn down when East Germa¬ 
ny collapsed in late 1989. 

The longest single section 
is the kilometre-long East 
Side Gallery, where the form¬ 
er symbol of oppression is 
now covered in art, a popu¬ 
lar backdrop for tourists pos¬ 
ing for selfies. 

What was once a heavily- 
fortified border strip that en¬ 
circled West Berlin and pa¬ 
trolled by guards under 



Peter Fonda 


I have had beautiful 
alone time with him 
these last days. He 
went out laughing 

JANE FONDA 
Actor and Peter's sister 

ment cult classic, and 
earned Fonda an Academy 
Award nomination for Best 
Original Screenplay. 

The movie is credited 
with ushering in an era of 
counter-culture, indepen¬ 
dent film-making. 

“EASY RIDER depicted 
the rise of hippie culture, 
condemned the establish¬ 
ment, and celebrated free¬ 
dom. Peter Fonda embodied 
those values and instilled 


shoot-to-kill orders, was in 
2006 turned into the ‘Mauer- 
weg’ or Berlin Wall path. 

Historic landmarks 

It passes iconic landmarks 
such as the Brandenburg 
Gate and Checkpoint Charlie 
as well as leafy suburbs, 
farmland and forests. 

Along the route, memo¬ 
rials tell the personal stories 
of many of the around 130 


them in a generation,” wrote 
Goodfellas actor Illeana 
Douglas on Twitter. “Inde¬ 
pendent cinema begins with 
EASY RIDER.” 

Fonda had been planning 
a 50 th anniversary screening 
and concert of Easy Rider in 
New York next month. He 
played a biker in the film - 
an anti-hero role he would 
take up many times in his 
career. 

He was nominated for an 
Oscar again almost three de¬ 
cades later, in the best actor 
category, for Ulee’s Gold 
(1997), but lost out to 
Nicholson. 

Fonda began his career as 
a stage actor on Broadway in 
his native New York. 

He was also a keen envi¬ 
ronmentalist, co-producing 
the 2012 film The Big Fix, 
which centred on the explo¬ 
sion of the BP oil rig Deep¬ 
water Horizon, the ensuing 
spill and its consequences. 

Fonda married three 
times, and leaves behind 
two children, including ac¬ 
tor Bridget Fonda. 


people killed along the Wall. 

“When you move around 
Berlin now, you hardly see 
any of the Wall left, but when 
you run the path and see its 
scale, you have a better un¬ 
derstanding of the divide it 
caused,” said race organiser 
Olaf Ilk, who was born in 
East Germany and was 24 
when the Wall fell. 

The mammoth race is not 
for the faint-hearted: it is ef- 


SHIV SAHAY SINGH 
KOLKATA 

Scientists of the Zoological 
Survey of India have disco¬ 
vered two new species of 
freshwater fish from the 
north-eastern and northern 
parts of the country. 

While Glyptothorax gopii, 
a new species of catfish was 
found in Mizoram’s Kaladan 
river, Garra simbalbaraensis 
was found in Himachal Pra¬ 
desh’s Simbalbara river. 
Both fish, measuring less 
than seven centimetres, are 
hill stream fauna and are 
equipped with special 
morphological features to 
suit rapid water flow. 

Glyptothorax gopii (mea¬ 
suring 63 mm standard 
length without caudal fin) is 
dark brown on its dorsal sur¬ 
face, and its ventral surface 
is of a yellowish-light brown. 
Garra simbalbaraensis 
(measuring 69 mm standard 
length without caudal fin) 
has a yellowish-grey colour 
fading ventrally. 

The details of the two dis¬ 
coveries were published in 
Zootaxa earlier this month. 
While Glyptothorax gopii 
has been named to celebrate 


fectively four marathons 
back-to-back. 

“You know you are going 
to feel pain, you have to ac¬ 
cept it and think ‘I can do 
one step more’,” said Patrik 
Gullerstrom, from Stock¬ 
holm, who hopes to finish in 
under 17 hours and has run 
the race four times 
previously. 

The course record, set by 
Briton Mark Perkins in 2014, 


the contribution of taxono¬ 
mist K.C. Gopi, Garra sim¬ 
balbaraensis takes its name 
from the Simbalbara river. 

In remote streams 

“Both these species were dis¬ 
covered from remote areas, 
for instance, Glyptothorax 
gopii was discovered from 
Champai district in Mizoram 
near the India-Myanmar bor¬ 
der. Garra simbalbaraensis 
has been found in the Sir- 
mour district of Himachal 
Pradesh,” said L. Kosygin 
Singh, one of the scientists 


stands at a mind-blowing 13 
hours, 6 minutes. 

Russian-born Israeli Tom 
Shenbrun, 50, whose grand¬ 
father was part of the Red Ar¬ 
my army which invaded Ber¬ 
lin in 1945, was inspired to 
run the race by the Wall’s 
history. 

Divided nation 

“As a Jew, it’s something very 
special. You feel the history 
all along the course, you see 
the guard towers and you 
can understand how it divid¬ 
ed a nation, families, 
friends,” he said. 

The East German authori¬ 
ties “were prepared to shoot 
people on the basis of ideolo¬ 
gy. History is something we 
must learn from and must 
not be repeated,” he added. 

The Wall’s history is ent¬ 
wined in the race’s DNA. 

Registration for the follow¬ 
ing year’s race always opens 
at 18:57 local time (16:57 
GMT) on November 9 - 


behind the discoveries. 

Mr. Singh said that Glyp¬ 
tothorax gopii has an axe¬ 
shaped anterior nuchal plate 
(bone below dorsal fin), 
which makes it distinct from 
other species of the genus 
Glyptothorax. 

The elliptical thoracic ad¬ 
hesive apparatus and plicae 
(folds of tissue) present on 
the ventral surfaces of the 
pectoral-fin spine help the 
fish cling to rocks. 

Garra simbalbaraensis 
has a prominent unilobed 
and rounded proboscis with 


marking the exact moment 
in 1989 when East Germany 
lifted its travel ban. 

Each year, one Wall victim 
features on start numbers 
and finisher medals, while a 
ceremony is held at the spot 
where they died. 

For the first race in 2011, 
Chris Gueffroy, the last per¬ 
son shot dead on the Berlin 
Wall, was honoured. 

He was killed in February 
1989, nine months before the 
Wall fell, and on Sunday, 
Gueffroy’s mother Karin will 
present medals at the finish¬ 
ers’ ceremony. 

Last year, the Wall’s youn¬ 
gest victim, Joerg Hartmann, 
a 10-year-old boy shot dead 
by East German border 
guards in 1966 while trying 
to visit his father in the west, 
was honoured. 

Having each been asked to 
carry a gift for him, last 
year’s runners piled cuddly 
toys at the spot where he was 
killed. 


tubercles that help the fish in 
manoeuvrability. Mr. Singh, 
who heads the freshwater 
fish section of ZSI, has ear¬ 
lier discovered four species 
of Gara (which has an 
evolved disc to attach to 
rocky surfaces). 

The discoveries include 
Garra compressa in the year 
1998, G. elongata (2000), G. 
tamangi (2016), and G. 
chindwinensis (2018). 

Among catfish (character¬ 
ised by whiskers), the scien¬ 
tist earlier discovered Myers- 
glanis jayarami (1999), 
Glyptothorax senapatiensis 
(2015), and Olya parviocula 
(2018), all from north-east¬ 
ern India. 

Experts suggest that the 
origin or evolution of the 
fishes in the Himalayas and 
north-eastern parts of India 
must have been the conse¬ 
quence or after-effects of 
orogenic events (geological 
movement) at various stages 
in the Himalayas’ uplift. 

Detailed surveys can pro¬ 
vided valuable information 
about the evolutionary 
trends and many rare groups 
of fishes can be found, Mr. 
Singh said. 


Hollywood actor Peter Fonda 
of Easy Rider fame, dies at 79 

He earned an Oscar nomination for his role in Ulee’s Gold 


New species of freshwater fish found 

Both have morphological features that allow them to thrive in hill streams 



Aquatic wonders: Garra simbalbaraensis and, below, 
Glyptothorax gopii. ■ special arrangement 



HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET™ 750 with MRFZAPPER 


miljyr 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET ROD™ with MRFREVZ 


When it comes to safety and performance , MRF is one of the most trusted two-wheeler 
tyre brands in India. So much so that MRF is the only Harley-Davidson OEM tyre 
supplier in India. Take a spin and enjoy the smoothness of MRF tyres on your ride. 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON® MOTORCYCLES 
RIDE ON MRF TYRES.* 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
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IT TAKES ONE PIONEER 
TO RECOGNISE ANOTHER. 



































